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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tus Accounts in this volume were firſt publiſhed in 
1796, as an additional Part of Piety Promoted, 
being the Ninth. © In that edition the more ancient 
names, which had been omitted in the early collections 
by J. ToMPKINS and J. FIELD, and alſo ſome others 
of an earlier date than the loſt in J. Kenpar's 
three volumes, were printed in an Appendix. 
They are now ſimply placed according to their dates, 
reckoning by the time of deceaſe; and are printed ſo 
as ta form an uniform volume with the GR” 
tioned three of J. KENDAL. 
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Tas general approbation which publications of 

this kind have had, makes a continuance of the 

collection deſirable, Memorials of the circum- 
ſpect lives, and dying expreſſions, of ſuch as finiſh 
their courſe well, ſhew the efficaty of the divine 

principle which we profeſs ; and that obedience to 

its dictates yields the peaceable fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs. 


To promote an attention to this principle in 
the youth, to whom this is particularly addreſſed, 
the following accounts of many who have been 
faithful in their day, are recommended to their 
perufal ; with the- intent that, excited by the ex- 
ample, 
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ample, they alſo may fill up their duty as they go 


along, and partake of the ſame peace theſe had to 


rejoice in, when no human help could afford them 
comfort. The experience of thoſe who are gone 
before, is as a way-mark to thoſe who follow 
after; and their example calls loudly “ Follow 


us, as we have followed Chriſt.” 


Thoſe who in early youth are happily brought 
under the teachings of this divine principle, and 
are faithful to its precepts, are prepared to encoun- 
ter the world and all its allurements. If proſperity 
be their lot, they can receive it as the bounty of an 
Almighty Father; and keep in that ſtate of humi- 
lity which becomes dependent beings ; applying it 
to the honour of Him who hath intruſted them 
therewith, If afflictions attend (and it is ſome- 
times the lot of good men to experience adverſe 


| winds, and tempeſtuous ſeaſons), they can look 


with an humble confidence to Him for protection 


in their conflicts, and bow to the hand which has 
permitted them. It was not offering of any tem- 

poral things, according to the Pſalmiſt; but, fays 
| | he, 


PREFACE. | vii 


he, Offer to God thankſgivings, pay thy vows 
to the Moſt High; then call on me in the day of 


trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
rify me. Pſalm l. 


This hath been the experience of thoſe who have 
had their truſt in God's power, in every age; and 
as they have gone along in this vale of tears (for 
ſuch it hath been to many), they have, from time 
to time, had their faith renewed, and their hope 
confirmed, ſo as to ſet up their Ebenezer, © Hither- 
to hath the Lord helped us.“ 


« We have, as faith the Apoſtle, © no conti- 
nuing city here ;* neither have we any ftate of 
ſecurity beyond * Give us this day our daily 


bread. Whatever may be our growth and expe- 


rience in religion, it will never go beyond that 
ſtate of dependence. Our only ſafety is a truly 
bumble ftate, wherein the mind is exerciſed in a 
daily watch, care and travail, for the ariſings of the 
divine life; under a ſenſe of which, ſuch have a 
bope that, He who hath been their morning light, 
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and hitherto: conducted in fafety, will, in the con- 
cluſion, be their evening ſong ; and, in effect, adopt 


the language of the prophet; «I will greatly re- 
joiĩce in the Lord; my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my 


God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
ſalvation.“ 


Ts M. 


STOCK WELL, SURRY, 
IIth Mo. 1795. 
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PIETY PROMOTED. 


THE NINTH PART. 


UKE HOWARD of Dover, was a ſervice- 

able man in the early breaking forth of Truth in 

this nation, a faithful ſufferer for its teſtimony, and 

preſerved to the end in peace. The following ac- 

count is extracted from a ſhort journal and col- 
lection of his writings, long ſince out of print. 

In his tender years he experienced in himſelf the 

appearance of the love and grace of God, reprov- 

ing for evil; and when about fourteen years of 


age, he was bound an apprentice to a ſhoemaker 


A | in 
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in Dover. His maſter, being in a ſeeking ſtate, 
and having forſaken the publick worſhip and joined 


with ſome who were ſeparated from it, treated him 


Kindly ; which ſo wrought on him, that he took 
a reſolution to become more conſcientious to- 
wards God, and more orderly to his maſter, than 
he had been, not daring to wrong him by neglect- 
ing his work. Thus he ſerved out his apprentice- 
ſhip to his maſter's content ; and, a few weeks after 
his time was expired, he came to London to work, 
frequented a meeting in Coleman ſtreet, and was 
admitted a member thereof ; and the war between 
the king and parliament being then very hot, and 
forts raiſing about the city, he ſought to be en- 
tered in the army; but, many preſſing to go, It 
was my lot,” fays he, to be left out; that fo I 
might be clear of the blood of all men, as ſince 1 
have ſeen it and rejoice, though then troubled at 
my diſmiſhon.* 

He then returned to Dover, where there were 


ſeveral young men inquiring . the way to Sion, 


with -their faces tbitherward, and i the 
| ſcriptures, hoping to find the right Way. © There, 
and in that day,“ ſays he, I was convinced that 
ſinging of pſalms ; in rhime and metre, was a lie in 


me as to my own condition, and a mock ſervice 


as to the Lord; : and there was forced to ſit filent 


under the croſs, when others ſung.” This, at that 


: period, was ſo ftrange, that the prieſt took notice 
af him, and i in a little time it was noiſed abroad as 


a great 
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a great wonder, that he refuſed to ſing pſalms. His 
maſter, with whom he had ſerved his apprentice- 
ſhip, being alſo troubled at it, got Samuel Fiſher, 
their prieſt, to come and diſcourſe with him. 
Fiſher had much to ſay to him: * But,” ſaid he, 1 
faid what was in my own conſcience: manifeſted, 
and I did not know another in the world of my 
mind; but ſo it was, my peace abounded and 
knowledge increaſed ;* and Samuel Fiſher retufned 
home, and never dared to ſing more in the ſteeple. 
houſe; but was ſoon after convinced of the ever- 
laſting Truth, in which he ended his days in priſon, 
for his teſtimony thereto. - 

Luke Howard, meanwhile went among the 

Browniſts, alſo the Preſbyterians, and the Inde- 
pendents, and then among the Baptiſts, with whom 
he choſe rather to join than with any other, He 
paſſed through their ceremony of water-baptiſm, 
but ftill knew not where to find a reſting place, 
not knowing he had a guide within him to keep 
him out of all evil; and in this ſtate he mourned 
with tears: nevertheleſs he got over his convictions, 
and went into liberties; © In this great loſs,? ſays 
he, © I continued until I did, as too many do, get 
above the witneſs, and I ſought to make merry 
over it, and to take my fill of the world, with all 
J could enjoy thereof. 

But ſoon after, coming to 8 on buſineG, 
he went to hear a preacher in Lombard ſtreet; and 
"afterwards a young man, named William Caton, 


A2 | ſtood 
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ſtood up, and ſounded an alarm out of Sion, and 
proclaimed the goſpel of peace out of the Lord's 
holy mountain; but L. Howard's mind being after 
viſible things, he lighted it at that time, The 
next Firſt-day being at home, he was told a Qua- 
ker was preaching ; and, going to ſee what man- 
ner of man he was, found him to be the afore- 
named William Caton. Luke was reached by his 
teſtimony, was a guard to him from the boys and 
others who offered him abuſe, and in the evening 
went to viſit him, where he found his companion 
John Stubbs. He invited them to go home with 
him, which they did, and had ſeveral meetings 
there, and their teſtimony was to him as a pleaſant 
ſong, and he bore them company out of town. 
Then did exerciſe fall to his lot, but he was led 
along in ſafety under the teachings of Truth, fo 
that he expreſſes himſelf thus, after giving an ac- 
count of the exerciſes he had to paſs through, My 
experience hath been, and is, as I abode in obe- 
dience to the Lord, in waiting on him (which 1 
hope I ſhall ever do): the word of the Lord opened 
to me when in a great ſtrait, ſaying, “ I will cleave 
the rocks and mountains, that the redeemed of the 


= Lord may come to Sion ;** at which I felt and ſaw 


a little light, and a hope ſprung up of getting over 
and through thoſe rocks and mountains of thick 
and black darkneſs in me, which the enemy pre- 
_ ſented to be ſo great, that it was impoſſible to get 
Over + ſo * and ever ſince, in that grounded 


hope 
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hope, as an anchor to my ſoul, I have caſt my 
care upon the Lord, and have rode through many 
bitter ſtorms, and, I bleis the Lord, my flight hath 
not been in the winter, and now, I hope in the Lord, 
it will not, in the Sabbath-day, even ſo, Amen.“ 
In the courſe of his pilgrimage it was ſometimes 
his lot to be impriſoned. Once he was ſent to 
Dover-Caſtle, with three more, and detained ſixteen 
months, becauſe he could not forbear meetings. 
At this time he employed fix men in his trade, but 
he was obliged to ſhut up his ſhop for ſix months, 
neither could. he work in the prifon for a time; but 
obtaining the liberty of an entry to the grate, where 
they drew their meat up with a cord, he worked a 
little there, and his wife kept cows and fold milk, 
to aſſiſt in ſupporting his family; © and,” ſays he, I 
had perfect peace, joy, and content, in it all ; and 
the Lord made it all good unto me both within 
and without.“ It alſo appears he ſuffered a long 
impriſonment in the Caſtle, in 1684; during 
which he often pleaded with the magiſtrates,. on 
account of their cruel and unjuſt treatment of him. 
Thus perſevering he was preſerved in greeneſs 
to old age. The following expreſſions were 
taken down during his illneſs by a friend. projects 
as delivered, viz. 
© God, the Lord of heaven and earth, who ap- 
peared to me in an acceptable time, in the year. 
1655, by his word, through his ſervants John- 
Stubbs and William Caton, in the gift of his 
; A3 grace, 
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ſtood up, and ſounded an alarm out of Sion, and 
proclaimed the goſpel of peace out of the Lord's 
holy mountain; but L. Howard's mind being after 
viſible things, he ſlighted it at that time. The 
next Firſt-day being at home, he was told a Qua- 
ker was preaching; and, going to ſee what man- 
ner of man he was, found him to be the afore- 


named William Caton. Luke was reached by his 


teſtimony, was a guard to him from the boys and 
others who offered him abuſe, and in the evening 
went to viſit him, where he found his companion 
John Stubbs. He invited them to go home with 
him, which they did, and had ſeveral meetings 
there, and their teſtimony was to him as a pleaſant 
ſong, and he bore them company out of town. 
Then did exerciſe fall to his lot, but he was led 
along in ſafety under the teachings of Truth, ſo 
that he expreſſes himſelf thus, after giving an ac- 
count of the exerciſes he had to paſs through, My 
experience hath been, and is, as I abode in obe- 
dience to the Lord, in waiting on him (which I 
hope I ſhall ever do): the word of the Lord opened 
to me when in a great ſtrait, ſaying, © I will cleave 
the rocks and mountains, that the redeemed of the 
Lord may come to Sion ;*” at which I felt and ſaw 
a little light, and a hope ſprung up of getting over 
and through thoſe rocks and mountains of thick 
and black darkneſs in me, which the enemy pre- 
ſented to be ſo great, that it was impoſſible to get 
over : ſo then, and ever fince, in that grounded 

. hope 
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hope, as an anchor to my ſoul, I have caſt my 
care upon the Lord, and have rode through many 
bitter ſtorms, and, I bleis the Lord, my flight hath 
not been in the winter, and now, I hope in the Lord, 
it will not, in the Sabbath-day, even fo, Amen.” 

In the courſe of his pilgrimage it was ſometimes 
his lot to be impriſoned. Once he was ſent to 
Dover-Caſtle, with three more, and detained ſixteen 
months, becauſe he could not forbear meetings. 
At this time he employed ſix men in his trade, but 
he was obliged to ſhut up his ſhop for ſix months, 
neither could. he work in the prifon for a time; but 
obtaining the liberty of an entry to the grate, where 


they drew their meat up with a cord, he worked a 


little there, and his wife kept cows and fold milk, 
to aſſiſt in ſupporting his family; © and,” ſays he, © I 
had perfect peace, joy, and content, in it all; and 
the Lord made it all good unto me both within 
and without.“ It alſo appears he ſuffered a long 
impriſonment in the Caſtle, in 1684; during 
which he often pleaded with the magiſtrates, on 
account of their cruel and unjuſt treatment of him. 

Thus perſevering he was preſerved in greeneſs 


to old age. The following expreſſions were 


taken down during his illneſs by a friend preſent, 
as delivered, viz. 

© God, the Lord of heaven and earth, who ap- 
peared to me in an acceptable time, in the year 
1655, by his word, through his ſervants John- 


Stubbs and William Caton, in the gift of his 


A3 grace, 
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grace, the Son of his love, Chriſt Teſus, whom he 
ſent out of his own boſom, and by the ſword of his 
own mouth, and by the brightneſs of his ariſing, cut 
me off from the wild olive tree, which I was rooted 
in by tranſgreſſion, and grafted me into the true 
olive root, the life of which is the light of the 
world, and by his love and ſpirit in my heart, 
raiſed me to worſhip him in ſpirit and truth. 
Then the croſs appeared ſo great, that if it had 
been his will, I would rather have parted with my 


natural life, if I could have had peace, than to have 


taken it up; but in the day of his love and power, 
through the word of life, and the ariſing thereof, I 
was made willing to do his will, and to take up the 
croſs, not for a little while, but with a reſolution 
as long as life continued ; and though many temp- 
tations hath attended, yet the Lord hath delivered 
out of them all, and hath engaged my ſoul and all 
within me, to ſerve him in newneſs of life, and 


begot and continued a breathing, that he would 


never give more knowledge than he would give me 
power to cbey, and in the day thereof hath made 
me willing to ſerve him, and deny myſelf, and his 
reward is and hath been in my boſom. He is wor- 
thy to be worſhipped, feared, and obeyed for ever, 
for he ſpeaks peace to his children, that they turn 


not again to folly. In his peace ſtands my reſt, 


which reſt remains for the people of God, and in 


this, I take my leave of the world, with ſoul, body, 


and ſpirit, given up to the Lord, in and through 
| his 


. 


7 
+3 
* 
$f 
- OY 
9 
89 
FTI 
* 
08 
2 
$< 
3 
+ ©4428 
x 
* 
— 2 
* » p 
* * 
5 
20% 
x 
» * 5 - 
27 
n 
8 
1 "4 * 
N 4 
2 
2 4 


PIETY PROMOTED. 7 
his grace, the life of Chriſt Jeſus, in whom all the 


promiſes are Yea, and Amen.” 

He departed this life the 7th of the Eighth month, 
O. S. 1699. 

The Morning Meeting of Ek in a teſti- 
mony concerning him, dated the 26th of the Sixth 
month, 1704, ſay, he was preſerved to the end, 
and died, in the faith of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; and doubt not that he received the 
crown of righteouſneſs, from God the righteous 


Judge. 


ARGARET FOX, widow of our ancient 


friend and elder George Fox, was con- 

vinced of the principle of Truth, on his firſt com- 
ing into that part of Lancaſhire where ſhe dwelt, 
in 1652: being then the wife of Thomas Fell, 
one of the Welch judges, a man much eſteemed 
in his country for his wiſdom, moderation, and 
mercy, being alſo a tender huſband and loving 
father, and one who ſought after God in the 
beſt way it was made known to him. He fre- 
quently entertained thoſe who were accounted ſe- 
rious and godly men ; and had often prayers, and 
religious exerciſes in the family; and in this man= 
ner alſo Margaret was ſeeking after the right way 
| for 
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for many years, though often afraid ſhe was ſhort 


of it. | 
She was born in the year 1614, her parents 


were of honourable repute in that country, and her 


father, John Aſkew, was of an ancient family and 
eſtate, and a pious charitable man. It was in the 


ſeeking ſtate before-mentioned that it pleaſed Di- 


vine wiſdom to move the heart of George Fox to 
"viſit the family of the judge, who was then in Lon- 
don, and to open unto them the eternal Truth; 
by which means the minds of herſelf, children, and 
a great part of the ſervants, were convinced and 
turned to God, When the judge returned home, 
and found the great change wrought on them, he 
was much ſurpriſed, and appeared to be troubled ; 
but Richard Farnworth, and ſome other friends, 
who came to the houſe ſoon after George Fox had 
been there, had ſome diſcourſe with him, and he 
was ſtill and quiet, and weighed things: and 
George Fox returning in the evening, and being 
admitted, ſpoke ſo powerfully and convincingly, 
that the judge was ſo far ſatisfied it was the truth, 
that he offered his own houſe as a meeting place, 
and was kind to Friends, on every occaſion, to his 
deceaſe : which was about the year 1658, being 
then ſixty years of age. 

His widow laboured to promote the cauſe of 
Truth, applied frequently to the king, on behalf of 


her ſuffering friends; and viſited them in various 
parts of the nation, ſometimes accompanied by one 


of 
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.of her daughters. About the year 1661, ſhe was 


ſent for from her own houſe, and carried to Lan- 
caſter Caſtle, becauſe ſhe would not ſwear ; was 
premunired, and ſentenced to forfeit her real and 
perſonal eſtate to the king, and to be impriſoned 
during life z but after having been in priſon about 
four years, ſhe was ſet at liberty by order of the 
king and council. Soon after this ſhe was married 
to George Fox, but was again, on the old premu- 
nire, taken from her houſe, and carried to priſon ; 
where ſhe continued another year in a ſickly ſtate, 


till her huſband obtained her diſcharge under the 
great ſeal, All theſe ſufferings ſhe endured with 
much patience, and neither fainted or murmured ; 
but was kept ſo cheerful and eaſy under them, that 


her enemies were amazed to ſee it ; and ſeveral of 
them that ſo perſecuted her came to nothing; 


whilſt, as ſhe denied and deſpiſed the glory of this 


fading world, for Chriſt's and Truth's ſake, God 


gave her honour and a name among the righteous z 
and qualifications, many ways, for conſiderable ſer- 


vice in his church: in which ſhe ſhone as a morn- 
ing ſtar, being filled with real wiſdom and under- 


ſtanding, for the propagation of Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs; of a clear diſcerning of ſpirits, and the 
working of the enemy to draw from the life and 


power of Truth, into a liberty that genders to bon- 
dage, and to ſeparation and breach of unity among 
Friends : appearing firm and zealous againft the 
ſame. She was fervent and living in her miniſtry, 


and 
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and in ſupplication and prayers to Almighty God; 
to the edifying and building up many in that 
moſt precious 'T ruth, which gives victory over the 
world. 

She was not only a great and exemplary ſufferer 
for Truth, but a viſiter and ſympathiſer with the 
faithful in their ſufferings; zealouſly interceding 
for their relief, wich ſuch as were in authority; as 
being afflicted with the afflicted, and mourning 
with thoſe that mourned. 

She never ſpared herſelf in her manifold labours 
on Truth's account, both in her miniſtry abroad, 
in moſt places in this nation, and other ſervices; 
but approved herſelf as one that needed not to be 
aſhamed of her work and ſervice for the Lord, his 
Truth, and people; which ſhe performed with all 
ſincerity, while God was pleaſed to give her 
ſtrength and ability. 

She was preſerved in a good underſtanding to 


the laſt; and in the time of her ſickneſs, ſhe was 


in a ſweet frame of ſpirit. She uttered many hea- 
venly expreſſions near her concluſion: in this world, 
ſome of which are as follows : 

© Come, come,“ ſaid ſhe, © let us join to the Lord, 


and be of one ſpirit; let us join to the Eternal God, 


and be of one ſpirit.” A friend viſiting her, who 
had been acquainted with her upwards of forty- 
five years, ſhe ſaid, © The Lord is with me, and I 
am with the Lord, and in him only will I truſt, 
and commit all to the divine Providence of the 

Lord, 
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Lord, both concerning my children and grand- 
children, and all things they do enjoy from him, 
both in ſpirituals and temporals; who is the God of 
all the mercies and bleſſings to his people through- 
out all generations: to him be glorivus praiſes for 
ever, Amen.“ At another time ſhe ſaid, O, my 
ſweet Lord, into thy holy boſom do I commit my- 


ſelf freely, and not defiring to live in this trouble- 


ſome, painful world, it is all nothing to me, for my 
Maker is my huſband.* At another time ſhe ſaid, 
© Come, Lora, I am freely given up to thy will.” 
Again ſhe ſaid, © I freely forgive all people upon 
the face of the whole earth, for any wrong done to 
me; as freely as I deſire to be forgiven :* and ſee- 
ing thoſe about her ſorrowful, ſhe ſaid, © Be quiet, 
for I am as comfortable in my ſpirit as ever I was.” 


A little before ſhe departed, ſhe ſaid to one by ber, 


Rachel, take me in thy arms: I am in peace,” 
She departed this life at Swarthmore Hall, the 


23d day of the Second month, 1702, being near 


the eighty- eighth year of her age; and was buried 
in the l ground at Simbrooke, belonging to 


Swarthmore, the 27th of the ſame, attended by 


many friends and others. 


Her writings were collected ad printed in an 


octavo volume, from which the foregoing account 


is extracted. 


LUCY 
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UCY CHOPPING of Stebbing in Eſſex, 
whoſe maiden name was Wait, was born in 
Worceſterſhire in the early part of the laſt century. 
She was ſoberly and religiouſly educated by her 
grandmother, who lived to a great age, being in 


her one hundred and fourteenth year when ſhe died; 


and who often informed her of the hard ſuffer- 
ings many of the family had gone through, on ac- 
couit of religion, in Queen Mary's days. After 
her death, ſhe was left under the care of an uncle, 
who was a Puritan, and had a tender care over her. 
He gave her good advice, and cautioned her to 


ſhun idle company, never to learn to dance or to 


read ballads, nor to wear Jace or ribbons on ker 


clothes; but to go and hear the beſt men that 
preached at that time: fo that ſhe acknowledged 
that it was good for her that ſhe had been ſo 


warned, | 
She came to London in the time of the civil 


wars, and lived in a religious family, who wanted 


her to learn to ſing pſalms; which ſhe was not 
eaſy to do, but returned back into Worceſterſhire, 
About this period, many were going to New Eng- 
land, and ſhe thinking that all that went thither 
at that time, to enjoy the liberty of their con- 
ſciences, were good and religious people, and that 


it muſt be pleaſant living in ſuch a land, where all 
were ſuch, ſhe inclined alſo to go thither; but, 
communicating her mind to Vayaſor Powe), an 


eminent 
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eminent preacher among tne Puritans in that day, 
he told her that the word was nigh in her heart and 
mouth, that ſhe might hear it and obey it; and 
that ſhe need not go beyond the ſeas on that ac- 
count. This topped her journey; but ſhe {till 
earneſtly ſought to hear thoſe preachers who were 
accounted gifted men. She went to hear Hum- 
phrey Smith in particular, who was eſteemed to 
have an excellent gift, and did not think it lawful 
to take money for preaching : and he, being once 
at a meeting, ſat a great while in filence ; at which 
the congregation wondering, he ſtood up, and told 
them, that he had formerly ſpoken what was opened 
to him, © But now,” ſays he, my mouth is ſtopped, 
and I believe, whenever it may pleaſe the Lord to 
open it again, it will be more to his glory than 
ever it hath been.“ This made her very deſirous 
to know where he went ; but foon after it pleafed 
the Lord to ſend one of his ſervants, called a Qua- 
ker, by whom Humphrey Smith was more fully 
convinced, as {he alſo was herſelf, 

In a little time it pleaſed the Lord to qualify him 
for the miniſtry; and he travelled abroad in the 
ſcrvice thereof, into the welt of England; where 
1e, with many more, was impriſoned. She then 
found it her concern to viſit them in priſon ; and 
went from one prifon to another, doing them ſer- 
vice in mending and making their clothes; and 
many of them being far from their homes, ſhe went 
and viſited their families. She ſpent many years 

| B 7 in 
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in this ſervice, which was very acceptable to thoſe 
that could not have liberty to fee their families 
themſelves; and great was her labour of love, in 
that ſhe did it freely, although ſhe travelled on foot: 
belides which, ſhe frequently attended the yearly- 
meeting when eſtabliſhed. 

Having, at the requeſt of her friend Humphrey 
Smith, conducted his ſon into Efiex, where he was 
bound an apprentice, ſhe often went to viſit him. 
At length ſhe became the wife of John Chopping, 
of Stebbing : with whom ſhe lived but about two 
years, and ſurvived him about twenty-eight years. 
She was a mother in Iſrael, of a good underſtand- 
ing, a viſiter of the afflicted in body or mind, and 
often had a word of advice and comfort to them. 
She particularly exhorted the young convinced to 
faithfulneſs; and when any were grown carele:s, 
ſhe” was tender in advice and exhortation; and 
often to fo good effect, as to reach the witneſs in 
them, 

About two weeks before her death, ſhe walked 
ix miles to a meeting, in order to viſit a woman, 
who, being overcome with the cares of the world, 
neglected meetings: whom ſhe warned of her dan- 
ger, and who became more careful afterwards in 
her duty, | 8 | 

The day following ſhe was taken ill, when ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf thus, © I cannot fay that what I 
feared is come upon me, but that which I have 
long deſired ; for J am very ill, and do think it will 

be 
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be my end: but it will be well with me, I ſhall 
go to my manſion which is prepared for me, and 
all the faithful followers of the Lamb ; and I have 
nothing to do, but die. The Lord has been with 
me, even as with Jacob, and I knew it not; and, 
blefled be his name, he has been with me, and 
made known the way of life and ſalvation to me, 
and preſerved me through many hard exerciſes and 
deep afflictions, and forrowful travails in ſpirit. He 
hath been with me through my pilgrimage, and 
kept me ſafe through many long journies, in which 
I have walked many hundred miles, to ſerve my 
friends in the Truth, and for the Truth's ſake, 
and moſtly alone; and the Lor“ preſerved me, fo 
that none were ſuffered to do me any harm: for 
which I have often been humbly thankful, and 
now I feel peace, and ſhall in a little time reſt with 
Him in everlaſting joy and peace.” 

At another time the ſaid, © It is good to have 
nothing to do, but to die: for now I feel it hard to 
bear the pain and ſickneſs of this body.“ She often. 
expreſſed her concern for the churches, that good 
order might be kept up; and for the poor, for 
whom ſhe always had a great care. A woman in 
high ſtation viſiting her, ſhe adviſed her to prepare 
for ſuch a time; telling her ſhe had peace, and that 
was cf more worth than all the pleaſures of the 
world; and adviſed her to mind the gift or mani- 
feſtation of the ſpirit in her, which would lead her 
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alſo into the way of life and peace. The woman, 
filled with admiration, ſaid the never heard the like, 
that any perſon could have ſuch a ſatisfaction and 
victory over death, for that there was no terror or 
fear of death in her; to whom Lucy Chopping 
anſwered, Perfect love caiteth out fear ;* „ have 
loved the Lord with all my heart, and ſerved him 
with all my ſtrength, and I have peace: the Lord 
is with me, and it will be a glorious change.“ 
Again the ſaid, The Lord has been with me in 
many hard aftlictions, and given me hope, which 
hath been as “ an anchor to my fou!;?*? „he hath,” 
] can ſay with David, “ plucked my feet out of 


the mire and clayy and ſet them upon a rock,” and 


I ſhall not be moved.” 

Growing weak, and having many ſick fainting 
fits the day before ſhe died, her niece, Elizabeth 
W yat offered her ſomething to take: She anſwered, 
J want nothing; the Lord is with me, and his 
Spirit comforts me. I have bread to eat, which 
the world knows nothing cf, and the wine of his 


kingdom refreſh2th me, and I deſire no more of 


this. Do not endeavour to keep me here, for to 
die will be my gain, and though my body grows 
weak, my inward man grows ſtrong ;* and, ſpeak- 
ing to her niece, and giving her good advice, ſhe 
ſaid, * The Lord is with me, and | have an earneſt 
of that which I ſhall in a little time launch into 


the full enjoyment of.“ 
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She departed this life, being ſenſible to the laſt, 
the 6th of the Sixth month, 1705, and was buried 
in Friends? burial ground, at Stebbing. 


— — —__— 


HOMAS WILSON of Ireland, was born 

in Cumberland, and educated in the profeſſion 
ef the church of England. While a youth he had 
great hungerings after righteouſneſs, and the true 
knowledge of the living God, and his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt; and went with great diligence to hear the 
prieſts, and did carefully mind what was ſpoken; 
and if he heard of a prieſt that was noted for a 
good man, and preached two ſermons in one day, 
he would go ſometimes eight miles on foot, after 
hearing the morning ſermon, to hear another 1n the 
aſternoon; and the more he ſought to hear, the 
more his hunger and thirſt increaſed, ſo that he 
was ſenſible of great poverty of ſpirit. In the 
time of ſinging of palms a thoughtfulneſs came over 
him, that men ſhould be made holy before they 
could rightly ſing to the praiſe and glory of God; 
and he was ſtopped from ſinging them, through a. 
godly ſorrow which was in his heart, with ſecret: 
cries and humble prayers to the living Lord God 
of heaven and earth, for the knowledge of the way 
of ſalvation. In this ſtate he travailed in great 
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godly forrow, weary of the heavy load of fin, as 


alſo of the doctrines and worſhips of men's making; 
and many texts of ſcripture being opened to his 
underſtanding, he began to fee that what was not 
of faith was ſin, even in points of worſhip, and 
pretended ſervice to the great God. 

Being thus made ſenſible that too many of the 
doctrines of the church, in which he was educated, 
were precepts of men's making; and that God is 
a Spirit, and that they that worſhip him, muſt wor- 
ſhip him in {pirit and "Truth 3”? this worſhip he 
greatly longed to know; and he converſed with 
prieſts thereon, but they could not direct him where 
to find it. But, after long travail of ſpirit, and great 
concern of ſoul, the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to 

iake him ſenſible, that what was to be known cf 
God, was manifeſted in man. About this time he 
went into an evening meeting of the people called 
Quakers, with ſtrong deſires in his mind to the 
Lord, that if it was the true way of ſalvation which 
this people preached, he might have ſome inward 
feeling and teſtimony thereof in his own heart, 
Aſter ſitting ſome time in ſilence, a friend began 
to ſpeak, direcling and exhorting to an inward 


waiting upon the Lord in faith, to receive power 


from him over every unclean thought, &c. by 
which heavenly power they might glorify and 
praiſe the name of the Lord, through the ability of 
his own free gift. This Thomas underſtood to be 


the holy word of grace, which the apoſtle preached, 
and 
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and to which he turned the minds of the people; 
and he felt his ſoul much in love therewith, ſaying 
in his heart, This is what I greatly wanted: and 
the Lord's power aroſe in the mceting to the 
breaking and tendering his heart; and inward cries 
were raiſed in him to this effect, .O, Lord, create 
in me a clean heart.“ 

Now his heart was opened, and he felt the 
Lord's fierce anger becauſe of ſin; and he was 
made willing to love, and dwell under, his righteous 
judgments, being truly convinced that was the 
way to come unto the mercy-ſ-at. He ſaw he 
was to ceaſe from the doctrines of men, and mind 
the git which was in him, and fit down among 
Friends in their ſilent meetings, to wait on the 
Lord in retirednefs of mind, for his heavenly 
teachings and holy leadings ; in the performance 
of which inward, divine, and heavenly worthip, he, 
with many more young people, was convinced of 
the inward work of God, and turned to the Lord 
with all their hearts. 'T hoſe who attended this 
meeting from time to time, became very tender 
and heavenly-minded, and in great love with each 
other: the heart-tendering power of the Lord 
being renewedly felt, inward ly revealed, when no 
words were ſpoken. 

This our friend being thus raiſed up and quali- 
hed, came forth in a publick teſtimony; and was 
concerned not only to travel and viſit many parts 
of this nation, Scotland, and Ireland, but alſo 

America; 
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America; which he viſited twice, in company with 
James Dickenſon : he left there many ſeals of his 
miniſtry, which was ſound, plain, and powerful, 
frequently attended with a heavenly ſweetneſs, as 
he was Civinely enabled to open the myſteries of 
life and ſalvation. He was alſo ricnly endowed 
with the ſpirit of ſupplication, in which he was 


drawn forth in great tenderneſs and fervency of 


ipirit z not only on behalf of Chriſt's church and 
people, but for mankind in general. 

After more than forty years labour, his natural 
itrength decayed ; and towards the cloſe of his. 
time, having not long been returned from a jour- 
ney of ten months, through many parts of Eng- 
land, he expreſſed himſelf thus, Now I rejoice in 


that I have ſerved the Lord in my day; and as I 


have laboured to promote the Truth in my gene- 
ration, I feel great peace from the Lord flowing in 
my foul, and am thankful that I have been made 
willing to ſerve him.” 

He was taken ill about the Eleventh month, 
1724, and continued weakly for ſeveral months ; 
in which time he uttered many weighty expreſſions, 
and at feveral times was concerned in fervent prayer 


for the young and riſing generation, that they 


might be faithful witneſſes for the Truth in their 
day. He expreſſed his concern that Friends ſhould 
live agrecably to the doctrine of Chriſt ; and that 


the good order eſtabliſhed among us, might be 


kept up and maintained, and that all differences 
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and diſorders might be kept out of the church. 
Among many weighty expreſſions, he ſaid, © The 
Lord's goodneſs fills my heart, which gives me an 
evidence and aſſurance of my everlaſting peace in 
his kingdom with my ancient friends, who are 
gone before me, with whom I had ſweet comfort 
in the work of the goſpel.” And notwithſtanding 
our friend had been eminently attended with the 
power of Truth, and had great ſervice feveral 


ways, he would ſpeak very humbly of hinſelf, 


aſcribing all the honour to the Lord; ſaying, 
© Although the Lord hath made me ſerviceable in 
his hand, what I truſt in is the mercy of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt ;* and added, ſome friends ſitting by 
him, © The Lord viſited me in my young years, and 
I felt his power, which hath been with me all along, 
and J am aſſured he will never leave me, which is 
my comfort.” 

Near his concluſion, he often deſired that he 
might be favoured with an eaſy paſſage, which was 
granted, and he was preſerved ſenſible to the laſt : 
paſſing away without ſigh or groan, as if he was 
going to ſlcep, the 20th of the Third month, 1725. 
His remains were buried the 22d of the ſame : 
aged about ſeventy-one years, He was a miniſter 
about forty-five years. 
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NDREW JAFFRAY of Kingſwell in 

Scotland, was born in 1655; being the ſon 
of Alexander Jaffray of the ſame place: for an ac- 
count of whom, fee Piety Promoted, vol. i. page 
78. Edit. 1789. 

He gave this his fon Andrew Jafiray a liberal 
education; who, becoming convinced of 'I'ruth 
zbout the time of his father's death, quickly came 
to elteem learning but as droſs and dung, compared 
with the learning and knowing Jeſus Chriſt, in his 
inward and ſpiritual appearance in the heart, and 


being thereby purified from dead works, to ſerve 


the living God; of which learning he ſooa became 
a zealous, faithful, and able teacher. 

He underwent great ſufferings on account of 
Truth cheerfully ; and was a conſtant fellow pri- 
ſoner in Aberdeen with David and Robert Barclay, 


Alexander Forbes, Patrick Livingſtone, and other 


early friends, in the long ſufferings they under- 
went for the Truth. He was cheerfully given up 
to any ſervice to which he found himſelf called ; 
particularly going through the ſtreets of Aberdeen, 
and to many places of worſhip therein, exhorting 


the people to repentance; and it was particularly 


remarked, that in the ſame ſtreets where he had 
been reproachfully pointed at for the "Truth, and 
his teſtimony's ſake z he, in his latter years, was 
looked upon with affection, and bleſſed as he paſſed 


along. He went through many deep, bitter, and | 


ſevere 
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ſevere exerciſes of ſpirit, by being made the butt 
and mock of people, becauſe of his zeal againſt a 
man- made miniſtry ; yet the Lord ſupported him 
through all, and he was preſerved to bear a clear 
and faithful teſtimony for the Truth in the meet- 
ing of Friends in Aberdeen, the very day before 
his illneſs. 

He was confined to his bed for months, under 
the infirmity of old age, much weakneſs, and dif- 
treſs of body, In the courſe of his illneſs, he bore 
a very clear teſtimony to the goodneſs of God to 
his ſoul, and mentioned the ſatisfactory remem- 
brance he had, of his being ſeparated for the work 
of the goſpel; and that he had dedicated himſelf 
for that ſervice, ever ſince his being called thereto. 

He departed this life the iſt of the Second 
mouth, called April, O. S. 1726, aged ſeventy- ſix 
years, and was buried in his own burying-ground 
at Kingſwell, the 4th of the ſame. 


HOMAS THOMPSON of Saffron Wal- 
den in Eſſex, was born in a ſmall village in 
the Eaſt Riding of Yorkſhire, and received a diſ- 
penſation of the goſpel miniſtry in or about the 
twenty-fourth year of his age; which, as he re- 
ceived freely, he preached freely, travelling in this 


nation, 
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nation, Ireland, and twice in America, viſiting 
Friends and labouring for the promotion of Truth. 

In the year 1727, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him 
with a conſumption, under which, after a time, he 
was kept in patience and reſignation to the Divine 
will. A few days before he died, being under great 
weakneſs of body, he was concerned to ſupplicate 
the Lord, on account of his church and people; 
which prayer was delivered under a tender ſenſe 
and frame of ſpirit, and affected thoſe preſent. 

A few minutes after, he expreſſed himſelf in this 
manner, To them that inquire what end I make, 
let them know, I die in the faith that ſaves and tri- 
umphs over death and hell; through the mercy and 
goodneſs of God, finding no cloud in my way ; but 
perfect peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt, the 
preſence of whoſe glory is with me; and l feel the 
comforts of his ſpirit attending me every day. I 

ever felt the like comfort before. I may ſay, as 
was ſaid of old, “Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
people, faith your God, ſpeak comfortably to Jeru- 
ſalem, ſay to her, her warfare is accompliſhed, her 
iniquity 1s pardoned, ſhe hath received double at 
the hand of the Lord for all her fins.” Thus hath 


God dealt with my ſpirit, by his judgments re- 


fined me, and prepared me for an habitation with 
bimſelf, in his heavenly kingdom; ſo that I may 
ſay as David did, „“ Although I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, I fear no evi}, be- 
cauſe Thou art with me; thy rod and thy ſtaff 
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comfort me; thou prepareſt a table for me in 
the preſence of mine enemies; thou anointeſt 
mine head with oil, my cup runs over” with 
praiſes to thy glorious name, thou glorious Foun- 
tain of brightneſs, that took notice of me in my 
childhood, in thy love and mercy. Thou com- 
paſſeſt me about with the bands of thy ſalvation, 
and thou haſt made me thine for ever: O, glory, 
glory, to thy divine name and power, thou infinite 
Fountain of light and immortality, my ſoul bleſſes 
thee, and my ſpirit magnifies thy name, in the ſenſe 
of that eternal Word and Wiſdom that was in thy 
boſom from eternity; that intellectual light which 
ſhone everlaſtingly, and will be a glory and crown 
to all them that believe and walk therein : and in 
the faith of that I live and die.“ At another time, 
being under the ſenſe and power of Truth, he faid, 
Glory, glory, to the excellent name of the Lord; 
the ſweetneſs of his love can never be told; the 
rays of his beauty ſhine upon me; I am filled 
with the power of his love; glory be to his name 
for ever! 

A liitle before his departure, he fail, „ have 
fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe. 
Henceforth is laid up for me a crown of glory, 
which God the rightcous judge ſhall give me at 
the laſt day; and not to me only, but to all thoſe 
who love his appearance.” And, juſt as he was 
dying, he ſaid, © Rejoice with me, rejoice l' and 
ſo departed this life in peace, the 3oth of the 

C Ninth 
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Ninth month, November; O. S. and was buried 
the 3d of the Tenth month, 1727. 


—ꝗ —ñä — — — : —— — — — 
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EORGE CHALELEY, ſon of Thomas 
Chalkley of Frankfort in Pennſylvania, was 

a lad much inclined to read the Holy Scriptures, 
and other good books; and was obliging and duti- 
ful to his parents, and ready and willing to do any 
ſervice he could for his friends; diligent in going 
to religious meetings, and an entire Jover of reli- 
gious people. He was, in an uncommon degree, 
affectionately concerned for his mother, doing 
whatever he could freely and cheerfully to ſerve 


her; and told her not to do divers things which 


he'ti.ought too much for her; ſa ing, Mother, let 
me do it; for, if I was a man, thou ſhouldeſt not 
do any thing at all' (meaning as to labour): and 
ſhe, affected with his filial love and care for and 
towards her in her huſband's abſence, would ſome- 
times turn about and weep, 

If this dear and tender youth, when reading, met 
with any thing which affected him, either in the 
ſcriptures or other good writings, he would write it 
down, and get it by heart. One paſſage which he 
had written down, and got by heart, much affected 
his father, It was the 15th verſe of the lvii. chap. of 


Iſaiah, 
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Iſaiah, viz. „For thus ſayeth the High and Lofty 
one, that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy, 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him alfo 
who 1s of a contrite and humble ſpirit : to revive 
the ſpirit of the n, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones,” 

It was uſual for his father to adviſe his mother, 
not to ſct her affections too much upon him, 
thinking he was too ripe for heaven to ſtay long on 


earth. He was taken ſick the 5th of the Eighth 


month, 1733; and in his ſickneſs behaved himſelf 
more like a wiſe man than a child of ten years of age. 
His father was in another part of the world, and he 
would gladly have ſeen him; but he ſaid that he 
ſhould never ſee him more, and deſired his mother 
to give his dear love to him, and to tell him that 
he was gone to his heavenly Father. He was very 
fervent in prayer, in the time of his ſickneſs; and 
intreated that God would preſerve his people all 
the world over. 
One time, when in great pain, he prayed thus, 
© Sweet Jeſus, bleſſed Jeſus, give me patience to 
bear my miſery and pain, for my miſery is greater 
than I can well bear. O come, fweet Jeſus, why 
art thou ſo long in coming ? I had rather be with 


thee, than in the fineſt places in the world.” One 


day he ſaid, My miſery and pain is very great, 
but what would it be, if the wrath of God was in 


my ſoul.” 


His heart was full of love to his relations, ac- 
C2 quaintances 
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quaintance, and friends, who came to fee him in 
his illneſs; and he took his laſt leave with a ten- 
derneſs and ſweetneſs which greatiy affected many. 

He departed this life the 19th of the Eighth 
month, 1733, and his remains were Carried to the 
Bank meeting houſe in Philadelphia, and buried 
from thence the Firſt-day following, being accom- 
panied by many frien:is and others. He was ten 
years and ſeven days of age when he died; and, as 
he was greatly beloved for the ſweetneſs of his diſ- 
poſition, he was greatly lamented by many who 
were acquainted with him. 

His father returning home, and meeting with 
this trial, ſaid, © Although it was a great and fore 
exerciſe and deep affliction to me to loſe this pro- 
miſing youth, my only ſon, yet it was made tole- 
rably caſy to me ; for he departed this life in much 
brightneſs and ſweetne{s, more like an old Chriſtian 
than a youth of ten years of age.“ 


AMES DICEINSON, of Cumberland, was 
born in the year 1659. His parents, Matthew 
and Jane Dickinſon, being convinced, educated 
him in the way of Truth; and the Lord, by his 


power, reached him when very young; and often 


his heart was broken into true tenderneſs ; ſo that 
many 
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many times he had a ſecret delight in being in- 
wardly retired to feel the virtue thereof : which 
was the cauſe of true gladneſs to his parents, 
whoſe delight was in the enjoyment of the Lord's 
preſence. . They were good examples to their chil- 
dren, educating them in the way of righteouſneſs, 
often exhorting them with tears, to fear the Lord. 
The following account of the firſt moving of 
the divine principle on his mind, is extracted from 
a ſhort journal of his, long ſince out of print. 
© My father,”. ſays he, died when I was ten years 
old, and I not taking the counſel of the wiſe man, 
viz. to take counſel of my father, which was, to 
mind the light or meaſure of grace given unto me, 
my mind was drawn out after the vain plays, cuſ- 
toms, and will-worſhips of the world, in which 
ſtate I continued ſometime ; yet the Lord, by his 
power, did many times reach my heart; and, by 
the Spirit of his dear ſon, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
reproved me for my vain converſation ; many times 
calling me to return unto him, from whom I had 
gone aſtray; whoſe power, in ſome meaſure, I had 
felt to tender my heart; but I, not minding to turn 
at the reproofs of wiſdom, but going on in rebel- 
lion againſt his bleſſed ſpirit, and running, as with 
a multitude to do evil, into wildneſs and vanity, 
until the Lord in his mercy did viſit my foul by his 
righteous judgments, and thereby turned my mirth +. 
into mourning, and joy into heavineſs, and deep 
ſorrow was my portion. Being warned to repent 
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and turn to the Lord, a godly ſorrow was begun, 
which I experienced to lead to true repentance. 
Then my familiars became my enemies, and I was 
a taunt and a by-word to them; yet till, as J 
loved the Lord in the way of his judgments, and 
waited upon him to know the way of them, I found 
the Lord to give victory, and ſaw my greateſt ene- 
mies were thoſe of my own houſe ; and the war be- 
gun there: and as I was careful to keep in the 
light, I came to fee the kingdom rent from Saul 
and given to David, though there was a long war 
between the houſe of Saul and the houſe of David, 
yet as I kept my eve unto the Lord, I came to 
ſee the houſe of Saul grow weaker and weaker, 


and the houſe of David to grow ſtronger and 


ſtronger; yet many were the days of mourning 
and nights of ſorrow, my foul went under, that I 
may ſay it was the day of Jacob's trouble, and of 
Joſeph's affliction, Many times I cried unto the 


Lord, O, that L had a cave in the ground, that 1 


might mourn out my days, that in the end I might 
find peace with thee. And in thoſe deep aMictions 
and exerciſes the Lord was very near, and often 
mixed mercy with judgment, fo that my ſoul began 


to delight to wait upon him in the way of his 


judgment, ſeeing it was by the ſpirit of judgment 
and burning that the filth of the daughter of Sion 
muſt be done away ; and as I kept here, I felt the 


love of God to increaſe in my ſoul, which deeply 


affected me, and a hunger was increaſed in my 
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heart, after the enjoyment of the Lord's power, 
and the operation of it, whether it was in mercy or 
judgment. So I knew my faith to be increaſed 
in the ſufficiency of the power of God; then I ſaw 
it was good for me that I was afflicted, for be- 
fore I was afflicted, I went altray ;** © I found,” as 
David faid, „his rod and his ſtaff comforted me;“ 
and the Lord did often overcome me with his love. 

When about eighteen years of age he was firſt 
concerned to bear a publick teſtimony, © And 
great, ſays he, © then was my exerciſe. Seeing 
the work to be very weighty, and looking at my 
own weakneſs, made me unwilling to give up to 
anſwer the Lord's requirings ; but the Lord in his 
great love filled my foul with the emanations of his 
power, which ſtrengthened and encouraged me, 
that I was made willing to give up in obedience 
unto his divine will ; and in great dread and fear I 
ſtood up and bore a publick teſtimony in our own 
meeting, warning Friends to be more inward and 
faithful to the manifeſtations of his light and grace 


in their ſouls; and after I had anſwered the requir- 


ings of the Lord, I found great peace flowing in 
my ſoul; which fo prevailed upon my ſpirit, that 1 
was bowed down under the ſenfe of the Lord's 


goodneſs, and the weight of the exerciſe which J 


had felt upon me was removed.” 
He viſited Ireland twelve times, and was three 
times in America, once in Holland and Germany, 


and laboured much in his native country of Eng- 
land, 
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land, and many were convinced through his mi- 
niſtry. He was very tender to the youth, a nurſing 
father to the leaſt, and full of charity to all rightly 
anointed 3 yet not haſty to join with forward ſpi- 
rits. He was alſo careful not to join in party, but 
was greatly concerned for the promotion of Truth. 

About a year before his death he was {truck with 
the palſy, which deprived him of the uſe of one fide, 
and his ſpeech was in a great meaſure taken from 
him; yet he ſeemed to ſurmount the decays of 
expiring nature, and in a ſweet and heavenly dif- 
poſition of mind, intimated his day's work was 
done, and that God whom he had ſerved was {till 
with him, and that he had the evidence of peace 
and future felicity ſealed upon his foul, and was 
only waiting to be removed; but was fully reſigned 
unto the Lord, to wait his time. 

To a friend who viſited him, he expreſſed him- 
ſelf to the following purport, © I have ſerved the 
Lord and his Truth in my generation, and now [I 
feel the bleſſed reward thereof; the accuſer of the 
brethren is caſt down as to me, and my peace with 
God is ſealed for ever.” 

He departed this life on the 6th of the Third 
month, O. S. 1741, and was buried the 8th of the 
ſame, aged about eighty- three, and a miniſter ſixty- 
five years. 


BENJAMIN 


ACRE NN ">, 


PIETY PROMOTED. 33 


| np HOLME was born of pa- 


rents profeſſing with Friends about the year 
1682, who, as he grew up, took him along with 
them to meetings; nevertheleſs he exceeded many 
in wildneſs and vanity, until it pleaſed the Lord ſo 
to touch his heatt with his divine power and love, 
as to bring him under a concern in his very tender 
age, for peace with God, His exerciſe was great 
at that time, and he walked often alone in fields 
and ſecret places, ſceking the Lord, that he might 
not miſs peace to his ſoul. As the love of God 
prevailed in him, his love to God, and his people 
increaſed, and he grew zealous for meetings, and 
was often bowed and tendered in them, and his 
mouth was opened in ſupplication to the Lord, and 
in teſtimony, when about fourteen years of age ; 
and, growing in the. miniſtry, he travelled abroad 
to viſit Friends when about ſeventeen years of age, 
accompanied by Joſeph Kirkbridge of Pennſylvania, 
and Leonard Fell. 

He was a man devoted to the ſervice of T ruth, 
and laboured almoſt inceſſantly in the work of the 
miniſtry, in this nation, Wales, and Scotland; was 
ſeveral times in.Ireland, twice in Holland, and ſome 
parts of Germany; and in the year 1715, he took 
ſhipping for America, and viſited Friends on that 
continent, and molt of the Weſt India Iſlands. In 
the courſe of his labours and travels, ſeveral were 
convinced by him; many through his innocent 
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carriage, as well as by his miniſtry, which was de- 
livered in that plainneſs which becomes the ſim- 
plicity and purity of Truth, have been reached and 
brought to judge and ſpeak favourably of Friends, 
and their Chriſtian principles. In the latter part 
of his time, he was concerned to hold meetings in 
many places where no meetings of Friends had 
been. 

His miniſtry was adorned with good conduct; 
he ſought the good of all with ſincerity, and was 
engaged to ſpeak his mind with prudence and cau- 
tion, both to old and young; and had a perſuaſive 
faculty in his exhortations beyond many, and was 
ſtrictly careful not to divulge what he ſaw amiſs in 
any, to others. He envied not, nor detracted from 


any ; but lived in univerſal love and good will to 


all. It was his daily food to be found doing: the 
will of God, 

In his way to Haverfordweſt, to the Vearly- 
meeting for Wales, being in a poor ſtate of health, 
he was prevailed on to ſtay at Paul Bevan's, at 
Swanſea, and attended two meetings there on a 


Firſt-day ; but being ſoon after taken with a fit of 


the ague, he was confined to bed, and proper care 
was taken of him, He appeared to be quite eaſy 
and reſigned, and told Friends there in his illneſs, 
that, it was a fine thing to make a right uſe of 
time, both with reſpect to this life and that which 
is to come; and often deſired that Friends in that 
place might be good examples to their neighbours ; 
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that they might be brought from their forms of 
will-worſhip, unto the divine counſel, and then 
all would be ſafe and well. 

He reached Swanſea the 8th of the Second 
month, 1749, and died the 14th of the ſame, aged 
about ſixty- ſeven years, and a miniſter about fifty- 
three years; and as he lived ſo he died, a pattern of 
meekneſs and innocency. 


BENJAMIN HOLME's Laſt Legacy, or Serious 


Advice; recommended by him, a little before 
his deceaſe, to the Youth under the Tuition of 
ſeveral Schoolmaſters. 


Dear Children, 


I HEREBY tenderly ſalute you, with deſires 
that as ye advance in years, ye may in grace, that 
ſo like good Samuel, ye may grow in favour with 
the Lord, and good men. Virtuous and pious 
living will not only very much recommend you to 
the better part of mankind ; but it is the way to 
obtain the bleſſing, which maketh rich, and adds no 
ſorrow with it. Live in love and peace; ſpeak. 

lovingly 
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lovingly and meekly one to another ; and if ye 
behave well, ye will be a credit to your maſter and 
to your friends. Make good uſe of your time; 
ſtrive to excel in learning, and in the beſt things. 
If ye live in the fear of God, and take good ways, 
and it ſhould pleaſe the Lord to ſpare you, ye may 
be ſerviceible in your generation. The holy man 
of God (viz. John), told the ele& lady, whom he 
wrote to, that he rejoiced greatly, that he found 
her children walking in the Truth; and to be 
fure it weuld be a great comfort to many of your 


parents and good friends, to have you take good 
ways; and if any of you ſhould be put out to 


trades, if ye are honeſt, peaceable, and careful to 
ſpeak the truth, and to make a good improvement 
of your time, while ye are at ſchool, ſo that the 
maſter can give a good account of you, his good 
recommendation may be a means to help ſeveral of 
you to good places. 

Dear Children, “remember your Creator in 
the days of your youth,“ and conſider the obliga- 
tions which ye are under to ſerve him, who is the 
Author of your being, and the Fountain from 
whom all the good things, which ye receive, 


come; and as the wiſe man ſaith, that, „God 


hates a proud look, a lying tongue, and him that 
ſoweth diſcord amongſt brethren,” be ſure that ye 


hate to tell an untruth, and have a care of being 


proud; becauſe we read that “ Pride goes before 
deſtruction, and an haughty ſpirit before a fall.“ 
I would 
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J would have you to guard againſt a quarrelſome 
ſpirit and temper, and if at any time any ill- natured 
people ſhould call any ef you unbecoming names, 
be ſure that ye do not give one harſh or unhandſome 
word for another, nor render reviling for reviling; 
but remember that the wiſe man ſaith, that © A 
ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath 3” neither give 
flattering titles to any. Ye may remember Elihu 
ſaid, that © he accepted no man's perſon, nor gave 
flattering titles to man, leſt his Maker ſhould ſoon 
take him away. Now, although I adviſe you 
not to give theſe compliments, which may tend to 
gratify a vain and proud mind; yet I would have 
you learn to ſpeak handſomely and becomingly to 
every body, even to the pooreſt ſervant or appren- 
tice about any of your parents* houſes, or to the 
beggar who aſketh alms. Seek and pray, like 
good Jabez, that the Lord may keep you from 
evil; and we read that God granted him that 
which he requeſted. The fear of the Lord is a 
great bleſſing to all them that live in it; it is a 
fountain of life, which preſerves from the ſnares of 
death; and if ye would not be drawn into any 
evil or hurtful things, I would have you be very 
choice of your company, which often has great in- 
Auence upon youth. Remember the wiſe man's 
counſel, « My ſon,” faith he, © if ſinners intice 
thee, conſent thou not.“ Many good-natured 
people have been ruined, to a great degree, through 
| hearkening to the inticements of ſinners 3 but 
D =. ny 


38 PIETY PROMOTED. 


they are wiſe, who learn by others* harms to be— 
ware. Love to read the Holy Scriptures, and 
other good books, avoiding ſuch as are pernicious, 
which may tend to corrupt, or make bad im- 
preſſions on your tender minds, I very much 
deſire that ye may be prevailed upon by the power 
of divine love, to bear the yoke and crofs of Chriſt 
in your youth; that in the end ye may witneſs 
that peace, which the world can neither give nor 
take away. That ye may make a right and good 
application of this friendly admonition, and have 
the benefit hereby intended, is, with true love to 
you, the ſincere with of 


Thy Friend, | 
B. H. 


OHN HAYWARD, of London, was born 
of reputable parents, not of our ſociety, who 
gave him an education ſuitable to the ſtation in 
which they intended to place him. When of pro- 
per age, he was put under the care and tuition of 
an eminent ſurgeon, During his apprenticeſhip 
he was favoured with a powerful viſitation of di- 
vine love, which eclipſed the proſpects of temporal 
greatneſs; and things permanent, objects of an 
higher nature, were preſented to his view; and to 
ſeek after durable riches and righteouſneſs became 


the 
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the principal bent of his mind, Being thus in an 
earneſt purſuit of ſubſtantial good, an external ſhew 
of religion, in an obſervation of ceremonies, af- 
forded him no ſolid peace; nor could he reap any 
benefit under a miniſtry not attended with divine 
power and authority: and, his underſtanding being 
opened, his inward conflicts and exerciſes increaſed z 
and the language of his diſconſolate ſoul was, Can 
ye tell me where the beloved of my ſoul feeds his 
flock, or where the fold of true reſt is to be found ?” 

About the 2oth year of his age, he was made 
willing to take up the croſs, and fit down in ſilence 
among a deſpiſed people to worſhip the Father in 
ſpirit and truth. He was effectually convinced, and 
having attained to ſome degree of eſtabliſhment in 
religion, it became his duty to conſeſs Chriſt beſore 
men, and to expreſs the religious ſentiments he had 
embraced, by the reformation of his whole conduct 
and dzmeanour, | 

Such a viſible alteration cauſed him to become a 
wonder to his acquaintance ; but his converſation 
being very circumſpect and truly religious, accom- 
panied with great modeſty and affability, their pre- 
judices and miſapprehenſions were removed; and 
upon all occaſions they manifeſted an affectionate 
regard for him, 

Having lived near the divine principle, and un- 
der the forming hand of the Lord, who prepares 
for ſervice in his church, he appeared in a public 
teſtimony about the 3oth year of his age, which was 
D 2 well 
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well received and truly acceptable. He did not 
find it his concern to travel much abroad, yet vi- 
ſited: ſome of the weſtern and ſouthern counties, 
and ſome neighbouring ones, to his own ſatisfac- 
tion, and the comfort and edification of friends. 

He early declined the profeſſion of ſurgery, and 
with great caution entered into the concerns of 
trade; keeping a watchful care that he ſhould not 
diſhonour his high and holy profeſſion; but a few 
vears before his death he removed to Plaiſtow, in 

Effex, where he lived, not to himſelf alone, but to 
his friends and the publick, ſeldom omitting pro- 
per opportunities of promoting love and good 
works by precept and example. 

He gradually declined without much pain, and 
at times he was cheerſul and eaſy; diſcovering 
to thoſe who were about him a mind occupied 
about a better world; occaſionally mentioning, 
yet with due fear of preſuming, That though na- 


ture might ſhrink, and be apprehenſive for the diſ- 


ſolution of the frame; yet he felt nothing beyond 
it to give him pain, but a ſteady hope of the re- 
ward of—“ Well done.” 

A few days before his deceaſe, à friend viſiting 
him, he fignified to him, That all was eaſy, and 
that his day was near over.“ 

He departed this life the 20th of the Second 
month, 1763, and was buried at Bunhill fields, the 
27th of the ſame, aged eighty years. A miniſter 
about fifty years. 
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N. B. He left a conſiderable part of his ſubſtance 
to truſtees, as a permanent fund, the intereſt where- 
of to be given to poor friends, at their diſcretion ; 


which proves a comfortable relief to a conſiderable 
number. 


LLIS LEWIS, an ancient friend of Tyddin 

My Garreg, near Dolgelly, in Merionethſhire, 
North Wales, was born of parents profeſſing the 
truth as held by the people called Quakers; and in his 
very tender years was favoured with a viſitation of 
divine love ; which had ſuch an effect on him, that 
he appeared in a publick teſtimony about the 13th 
year of his age, in the Engliſh language (to which 


he was not accuſtomed) in a remarkable and ten- 


dering manner. 

He continued faithful, and travelled in the work 
of the miniſtry, divers times, through the principa- 
lity, and, likewiſe, in divers parts of England; 
adorning the doctrine he preached by an innocent 
life and converſation, and well eſteemed by friends 
in many parts where he came. 

A few years before his death, the infirmities of 
age rendered him incapable of travelling; yet he 
retained a lively ſenſe of truth, and love to his bre- 


thren ; having. that ornament of a Chriſtian,mind, 
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a meek and quiet ſpirit; and being patiently re- 
ſigned to the divine will, he laid down his head in 
peace, the 23d of the Eleventh month, 1764; and 
was buried in Friends burial ground, at Tyddin y 
Garreg, the 28th of the ſame, aged eighty- ſcven; 
and a miniſter ſeventy-four years. 


OHN GOUGH, ſon of James Gough, was 2 
young man of a good natural diſpoſition and ca- 
pacity, well furniſhed with uſeful learning ; and as 
he grew up, being favoured with deep religious 
impreſſions, he fought after, and attained, beſt wiſ- 
dom, to a degree, in general, exceeding his age. 
On his entrance into active life, a propriety and 
ſteadineſs of deportment, that might adorn advan- 
ced years, attracted the notice and reſpectful regard 
of the beſt Friends, who had the opportunity of ob- 
ſerving, or being acquainted with him. 


He was a dutiful ſon, an affectionate lore # an 
exemplary pattern of plainneſs, ſobriety, and cir- 


cumſpection of life, giving evident indications he 
was early acquainted with the grace and truth 
which came by Jeſus Chriſt. 

He was, for a ſeaſon, an aſſiſtant to his father in 


his ſchool; but meeting with an opportunity of 


engaging with a Friend of London, as a clerk, he 
removed 
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removed thither; in which ſtation he conducted 
himſelf with fidelity and honour, during the ſhort 
time he continued in it. 

Being taken ill of a fever, which terminated his 
life, he ſaid, a little before his departure, I have 
done all that I had to do, and muſt now go home.” 

He departed this life about the "Tenth month, 
1769, aged near twenty-one, and was buried in 
Friends burial-ground, at the Park, Southwark, 
after a very large and ſolemn meeting, in which 
the hearts of many were tendered, 

[His father, writing concerning him, fays, 
Through divine favour and aſſiſtance, I freely give 
him fp; thankful for having ſuch a ſon, who 
hath left behind him two few like him in pure un- 
mixed goodneſs, which diligently exerted itſelf to 
do well. 


 ACHEL MOXHAM, daughter of John and 
Eſther Moxham, of Melkſham, in Wiltſhire, 
was of an innocent and mild diſpoſition, but fond 
of company; ſo that it appeared needful to her 
mother to be watchful over her on that account. 
About the fifteenth year of her age, religious im- 
preſſions were obſerved to fix on her mind, ſo that 
ſhe became ſedate, loved retirement, and was mer- 
| cifully 
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cifully taught how to wait, and what to wait for- 
One evening, after a ſilent opportunity of mental 
introverſion, ſhe ſaid to her mother nearly as fol- 
lows: © I have thought it my duty to thank thee 
for thy care in preventing and reſtraining me from 
unſuitable company; which I took hardly, and, I 
believe, had I had the liberty I coveted, I ſhould 
not have known the peace and comfort I now feel 
in obedience to the principles of truth; but ſhould 
have gone in the broad way that leadeth to death.“ 
She continued ſteadily ſerious, looking towards the 
recompence of reward; and a few days before her 
deceaſe, expreſſed a defire to attend the quarterly 
meeting. Sbe accordingly went; and a friend had 
there to mention the uncertainty of time, and com- 
fort of having, in a dying hour, hope towards God. 
This ſhe took to herſelf, and ſaid, that evening, 
© her work was nearly finiſhed.” The quarterly 
meeting was on a Second day ; and the Sixth day 
morning following ſhe complained of illneſs. In 
about two hours after, her parents were ſo appre- 
henſive of danger, as to be affected with ſorrow, 
which ſhe obſerving, ſaid, * Do not grieve for me, 
but rejoice evermore, and give thanks that I am 
going to everlaſting reſt :* then ſaid, I hope: 
pauſed a little, and added, I am going to ever- 
laſting reſt and peace.“ She expreſſed to a friend 
the ſenſe ſhe had of her departure; © hoped the Al- 
mighty would be near, and ſuſtain the ſpirits of her 
parents under the trial, as He did her's at that time.” 

She 
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She ſettled herſelf in the bed, and took leave of her 
friends, under tne influence of ſuch a ſweet and 
awful ſolemnity as much affected the minds of thoſe 
preſent, no words being ſpoken, except her ſaying, 
© Lord receive my ſpirit.” 

Thus ſhe quietly departed, after about eight 
hours illneſs, on the 20th of the Third month, 1772, 
aged nearly eighteen years, and Friends were fa 
voured with a remarkable ſolemn meeting at her 
interment, the 24th, at Melkſham aforeſaid. 


| TOHN HASLAM, of Handſworth Woodhouſe, 
; Nin Yorkſhire, was of a ſober and innocent diſ- 
i poſition from his infancy. His parents dying when 
he was young, the care of his education devolved 

on Gilbert Heathcote, a phyſician; and early giv- 

ing up to a precious viſitation from on high, he 

was prepared for ſervice, and called to the work of 
the miniſtry about the twenty fifth year of his age. 

He was ſoon drawn forth in the love of the goſpel 

frequently to viſit the churches in various parts of 

this nation, He viſited Ireland twice, and Holland 

once, and paid a general viſit to friends in moſt of 

the colonies in America, He was exemplary itt a 

deep inward exerciſe of ſpirit, and patient waiting 
for the ariſing of the divine life, as a neceſſary qua- 

lification 
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lification for ſervice either in miniſtry or diſcipline, 


© Being,” (to uſe his own words addrefled to mi- 


niſters in an epiſtle found among his papers) © a 
ſtrength to a living edifying miniſtry, and a check 
to that which was forward or floating; not being 
either duly anointed, or waiting truly for the reſur- 
rection of that life which reaches the witneſs in 
others, and opens into the treaſury, where iſdom 
to divide the word aright is received.“ He had a 
clear diſcerning of the opening of the heavenly gift, 
and was careful to give way to the requirings there - 
of, and was well accepted therein, yet he was often 
proved with deep inward poverty; and in impart- 
ing ſomething of his experience in that reſpect to a 
friend, who remarked it was a ſafe ſlate, he replied, 
He knew it to be ſo, but that it was poſſible ſome- 
times to be depreſſed too low for the gift.” 

He' was remarkably endued with patience and 
reſignation in the loſs of his wife, and, in ſome 
years after, of an only daughter, whom he ſurvived 
about ſix years; and though her tender care over 
him was well ſupplied, yet, being far advanced in 
years, his bodily ſtrength and memory gradually 
declined. He became incapable of attending mect- 
ings for about three years before his deceaſe ; yet 
be expreſſed great ſatisfation with the viſits of 
his friends, and appeared to be in a patient, re- 
ſigned, and innocent frame of mind. 

As his natural ſtrength was thus worn out by 
almoſt imperceptible degrees; he was diveſted of 
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this ſtate of mutability, without much appearance 
of pain, the 4th of the Tenth month, 1773, and in- 
terred on the th of the ſame in Friends” burial 
ground at Hand{worth W oodhouſe, aged 83 years, 
and a miniſter about 57 years. 


a_— =} 


OPHIA HUME was born in South Carolina, 

and was deſcended, or! her mother's ſide, from 
the ſtock of Friends. Her grandfather was William 
Bayly, formerly a Baptiſt preacher at Pool, but 
was early convinced of truth, and became a liv- 
ing, powerful miniſter ; (for an account of whom 
ſee vol. i. of Piety Promoted, p. 83, Kendal's 
edition; or J. Tomkins's 1ſt Part). Her grand- 
mother was Mary Fiſher, who was one of the 
firſt Friends that viſited New England in the 
year 1656, and who alſo (before her marriage with 
William Bayly) viz. about the year 1660, under a 
great concern of mind, went to Adrianople, to viſit 
the Great Turk : the particulars of which are re- 
lated in Sewel's Hiſtory, 

Her mother continued in profeſſion with Friends, 
but marrying out of the ſociety, this, her daugh- 
ter, was educated agreeably to her father's mind; 
and, for a conſiderable time, took great delight in 
the pleaſures and deluſive amuſements of this world. 

About 
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About the thirty-eighth year of her age her judg- 
ment was opened to ſee the vanity and folly of 
theſe practices; and the, in meaſure, forſook them, 
but was not fully convinced of the principle of 
truth in her own mind until about the year 17413 
when, having Barclay's Apology by her, ſhe looked 
into it, as ſhe often expreſſed, to furniſh herſelf 
with matter for converſation ; but in the peruſal of 
it her judgment was convinced of the trath of 
Friends? principles, ſhe joined the ſociety, and be- 
came a ſteady, exemplary member. 

She came afterwards from South Carolina to re- 
ſide in London, and, about the year 1747, a con- 
cern came upon her to viſit the inhabitants of her 
native country, from whence ſhe ſent the following 
account in a letter to a Friend. 

© A concern J had often felt in my ſoul for the 
happineſs and eternal welfare of my native country 


revived in my breaſt; when I was to return and 


abaſe myſelf, by telling what God had done for my 


foul, and to call them from thoſe things, in which 


I had often run to an exceſs of riot with them ; 
and from which I had been, by the great love and 


powerful hand of God, brought and redeemed. 


When I arrived in Carolina, I found it my place 
and duty to keep meetings, with thoſe few that pro- 
feſſed with me; and though, at firſt, the meetings 
were ſometimes interrupted by rude and uncivil 
treatment of many, we met pretty quietly, and 
ſome of the inhabitants would now and then come 

and 


PIETY PROMOTED. 49 


and fit with us, to whom my mouth was opened at 
times in rehearſing what Grod had done for my 
ſoul.” 

During her continuance there, ſhe wrote a 
ſhort account of the dealing of the Lord with her, 
which was ſoon after publiſhed. From thence ſhe 
went by land to Philadelphia, a journey of between 
800 and goo miles; and after her return from 
America, under a tender concern, ſhe laboured, 
both by word and writing, to bring people to be- 
lieve and live under that divine principle, which 
ſhe had found, by happy experience, to be as a 
fountain of life. FR 

In her private ſtation ſhe adorned the goſpel by a 
life of humility and ſelf-denial; and was zealous 
againſt all ſuperfluity, both in dreſs and furniture. 
Thus preſerved, through a courſe of many years, 
towards the cloſe of her time ſhe appeared in re- 
markable tenderneſs ; and, as if ſhe were ſenſible 
that her diſſolution was approaching, ſhe gave 
directions, in divers reſpects, relating to her burial, 
with much compoſure. | 

On the 26th of Firſt month, 1774, ſhe was ſud- 
denly taken ill; and, being ſeized with an apo- 
plexy, in about twelve hours departed this life. 
After a very large and ſolemn meeting at Gracc- 
church Street Meeting Houſe, London, her re- 
mains were interred in Friends' Burial Ground near 
Bunhill Fields. She was near ſeventy-three years 
of age; and about twenty-five years a miniſter, 
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NN CROWLEY, daughter of Thomas 


Crowley, of Gracechurch ftreet, London, 
being ſeized with illneſs, which continued for ſeve- 
ral months, was preſerved in much patience, and 
uttered many expreſſions which ſhowed the fer- 
vency of her mind. At one time ſhe expreſſed her- 
ſelf thus, The pains of death are hard to bear, 
but J am ſenſible they are not on me now, but they 
are near approaching; death is no terror to me.“ 
« Oh death, where is thy ſting ; oh grave, where 
is thy victory?” My dear tender mother, it will 


be a bitter cup, but it is the Lord's preparing, and 


therefore drink it willingly.” Being removed into 
the country, for the benefit of the air, ſhe expreſſed 
herſelf to the following effect: This is hard work; 
it is indeed hard to bear, but the Lord is with me 
in theſe trying moments. I did not think my diſ- 
ſolution was ſo near, but I am ready. Take me, 


Father, take me to thyſelf this evening, if it be 


thy will, for I long to be with'thee in paradiſe. 
Though TI have endured ſo many moments of ago« 
nizing pain, the Lord has been my ſupport through 
the whole, and, I doubt net, will continue to be 
with me to the end. Oh Father! Father! Father! 
bow the heavens, and come down ; be thou with 
thy people univerſally all the world over. Why 
do ye weep ? Weep not for me, but give me up to 
the Lord, for I am happy, far happier than I can 
expreſs, I with every one of you could feel what 

I feel 
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Il feel at this time, for it is beyond expreſſion: Oh, 
it is like a heaven upon earth; it hath not entered 
into the heart of man to conceive what good 
things God hath in ſtore for them that love him.” 

15 To one of her ſiſters, ſhe faid, Oh! my ſiſter, 

5 give up, give up, now in the days of thy youth; 

for the Lord loves an early ſacrifice. Oh, prepare 

thyſelf ! leſt it ſhould pleaſe the Lord to: cut thee 
down in the flower of thy youth.” 

About two weeks before her departure, ſhe ear- 
neſtly prayed, that it might pleaſe the Almighty to 
take her that night, and expreſſed herſelf as follows: 
3 Thou haſt been pleaſed to give me a taſte of thy 
5 - goodneſs, and a ſight of thy glory, and it is glo- 
4 rious indeed; but, Oh, Father; 1 long to be with 
; thee, that I may enjoy it in a more plentiful man- 
ner—the gates of heaven are open to receive me.“ 

She ſaid, I have never murmured at what it is 
the Lord's will I ſhould ſuffer, but I was content 
if the pain had been much greater, if it was the 
will of my heavenly Father. Oh Lord! I long 
to be with thee, where my ſoul ſhall join the angels 
and archangels that are in heaven.“ And ſhe fur- 
ther added, © And it is my deſire that you, my ten- 
der brothers and ſiſters, may come to the ſame ex- 
perience ; I was nearly viſited long before I was 
laid on this bed of ſickneſs; if I had not, it would 
be miſerable indeed: and a little after, My ſpi- 
rit was warmed in the renewing of thy love.” 
About ſix days before her cloſe, ſhe ſent for her 
E 2 three 
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three brothers ſeparately to her bed- ſide; and, in a 
moſt affectionate and tender manner, cautioned 
them againſt the gaiety, riches, and grandeur of the 
world; and exhorted them to walk in the path of 
virtue, to keep cloſe to divine inſtructions, and like- 
wiſe to watch and pray continually : adding, 
feel it needful, even on my death-bed.“ To one 
of them ſhe ſaid, © Give up, O give up, remem- 
ber the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wif- 
dom; ſeek thou that wiſdom now in the days of thy 
youth ; ſtep gently along, and keep thy mind low 
and humble before him.“ After lying ſtill a little 
time, ſhe ſaid, Though painful my nights, and 
weariſome my days, as Samuel Fothergill faid, yet 
I am preſerved in reſignation and patience.” 

Some friends viſiting her, ſhe expreſſed to them, 
© My pains of body are great, but my dependance 
is on the Lord, and my only comfort is in him; I 
thought from the beginning that I ſhould not get 
over it; but within theſe three weeks I have ſeen 
clearly I ſhall not ;* and farther obſerved, that ſhe 
had been viſited long before her illneſs, and had 
found great uneaſineſs in wearing things that were 

gay, and alſo in ſpeaking in the plural language to 
one perſon; and added, that ſhe found it difficult 
to take up the croſs, but when ſhe did, her ſatis- 
faction was great. Oh! what I feel for thoſe 
whoſe minds are involyed in the world,” with much 
more; all importing the happy ſtate of her mind; 
| ſaying 
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ſaying to one friend, I am ready, I have nothing 
to do but die.” 

She particularly requeſted of her father, that 
after her deceaſe, her body might be buried from 
Devonſhire-houſe meeting; and deſired, that the 
young folks of that quarter, in particular, might be 
invited to attend ; hoping it might prove a profit- 
able time to them. | 

The evening preceding her departure, ſhe ſpoke 
to one of her lifters to the following effect: 
< Gaiety proceeds from pride, and pride is the root 
of all evil :? and ſhe fervently exhorted againſt it. 

In the night her pains were exceeding great, and 
ſhe felt the approach of death; and in the laſt 
two hours continued: uttering ejaculations : and, 
calling for her mother, on her coming to her ſhe 
ſaid, Farewell :? and expired, the 12th of Second 
month, 1774; being not quite ſeventeeen years of 


Age. 


4 


THOMAS ROYLANCE, of Newton, near 

1. Middlewich, in Cheſhire, was born of pa- 
renis profeſſing truth; who, having been weightily 
concerned for its promotion, and ſufferers for its 
teſtimony, had a great care of his education; which 
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had a good effect on his mind, as appears by his 
own account in manuſcript, viz. I was through 
divine favour, early inclined to the love of truth, 
and to ſeek after it to the beſt of my underſtanding, 


often ſeeking places to pray, and pour out my ſoul 


to the Lord, in beſeeching him for wiſdom and 
itrength to enable me to perſevere in well-pleaſing 
to him; and bleſſed, magnified, and eternally praiſed 
be his holy and moſt worthy Name ; he hath many 
times (in his own time) anſwered, and cauſed my 
cup to overflow in praiſes to his name, and admi- 
ration of his goodneſs, My ſoul, being as a well 
watered garden, hath rejoiced in his love; and, in 
abaſedneſs of ſelf, hath largely aſcribed praiſes and 
glory to him, who, with the Son of his love, through 
the Holy Spirit, is eternally worthy. Amen.“ 

I early loved good men, and had a deſire to go 
to meetings ; ſo that while I was but very young, 
if any thing offered to Jett or hinder my going, I 
can remember I have wept to go, though four 
miles diſtant from us, I can alſo remember, that 
in my very young years, I loved to be ſpeaking of 
good things; and often found it my place to re- 
prove boys that were my companions, and ſome- 
times others, for unſavouiy words, or any thing 
unſeemly. The Lord always ſufficiently helped 
me, though it was with perſons of greater age and 
capacity, as to the outward, than myſelf, when 1 
found my mind engaged to converſe with them on 
religious ſubjects; and as I grew up, I had great 

love 
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love to truth, and honeſt ſincere friends; in whoſe 


company and good converſation I much delighted.” 

He was much given up to the ſervice of truth; 
and much concerned that the diſciphne of the 
church might be managed in a weighty and proper 
manner, He was an example of plainneſs, and zea- 
louſly concerned to warn thoſe who took undue li- 
berties, and was helpful in opening the underſtand- 
ing of many. | 

About the ſixtieth year of his age, he came forth 
in a few words in the miniſtry, which was accept- 
able and edifying. He left a few remarks on that 
ſubject, worthy to be preſerved. 

© Although,” ſays he, there hath ſometimes 
been words in my heart, and, as it were, in my 
mouth, which I do not know but they might have 
been of eaſe to myſelf, and of ſervice to others, had 
I delivered them; and I have been ſpoken to by 
ſome friends, both in a private and publick capacity, 
or ſtation, thereon ; but was always forbearing and 
backward that way, and have been afraid of too 
much forwardneſs in ſome, who I have been, and 


ſtill am afraid, have not edified thereby; and al- 


ways a fear of, and a diſlike to, the noiſe of the 
tool, the working of ſelf and the creature, in our 
meetings; as it was not to be heard in the build- 
ing of the Lord's houſe or temple of old; but, that 


miniſtry which comes with a true flow from the 


divine ſpring, having its evidence and authority 
with it, I till loved, and greatly do love, and the 
veſſel 
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veſſel it flows through, for its ſake ; whether it be 
in rebukes or conlolation, as the Almighty is pleaſed 
to give, and the caſe may require. Whether it 
mey be more or Jeſs, it is beautiful; and if rightly 
received, it is comfortable and edifying.“ 

He dicd the 25th of the Second month, 1774, in 
the ſeventy-third year of his age, at his houſe at 
Newton, after about two weeks illneſs, which he 
bore with patience ; expreſſing near his concluſion, 


that all was well. 


MBROSE WILLIAMS, of Pont-y-poot, 
„ in Monmouthſhire, was educated in the 
nat onal way of worſhip ; but, being diffatisfied 
therewith, and humbly deſiring to be rightly di- 


reed, he came to a meeting of Friends, in which, 


thouzh held in filence, his heart was repleniſhed 
with divine love; and, through the teachings of 
this divine principle, he came to experience that 
the work of righteouſneſs is peace; and in a few 


years had his mouth opened to teſtify to the ſuffi- 


ciency thereof. 

He was a conſtant attender of meetings for wor- 
ſhip and diſcipline; and a diligent labourer therein 
on his own account, and that of others ; that none 
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might live as in cieled houſes, and let the houſe of 
the Lord lie waſte. 

By his exemplary life and conduct, and great 
love to his friends and neighbours, it may be juſtly 


ſaid, that he was © An Iſraelite indeed, in whom 


there was no guile.” 

The Firſt-day before his departure, he attended 
the morning meeting at Pont-y-moil, though weak 
in body; and, in a ſolid weighty frame of mind, 
earneſtly recommended all to do their days work in 
the day- time; ſignifying, that perhaps he might 
be the firſt called from works to rewards ; that he 
had nothing lay in his way, but had done his day's 
work, having ſet his houſe in order. 

He departed this life the 16th of the Third month, 


1774 ; aged ſixty-two, and a miniſter about 33 


years; and his body was decently interred the 20th 


of the ſame, at Pont-y-moil, 


ANNAH LUDGATER, of Coggeſhall, 

T in Eſſex, wife of Robert Ludgater of the 
ſame place, was born in Hampſhire, and had her 
education among friends; but in her early days ſne 
left the ſociety, and frequented other places of wor- 


ſhip ; in which unſettled ſtate, it pleaſed the Father 


of 
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of mercies to enlighten her underſtanding ; fo that 
through the powerſul operation of his love, fhe ſaw 
wherein ſhe had miſled her way, became again 
united to friends, and in due time her mouth was 
opened to tell to others what ſhe had felt, and to 
invite them to come, taſte, and ſee how good the 
Lord is: in which ſervice the was engaged to tra- 
vel both before and after her marriage with Robert 
Ludgater. 

She reſided for ſome time in the Iſle of Wight, 
and afterwards, on her firſt coming to London, 
lived as houſekeeper with a perſon not in religious 
profeſſion with friends; where her innocent and vir- 
tuous deportment gained her much eſteem, and the 
ſociety for her ſake. She was an affectionate wife, 
and much concerned to promote the diſcipline of 
the ſociety among her own ſex, and was a true 
| help-meet to her brethren ; of a weighty and diſ- 
cerning ſpirit, accompanied with exemplary dili- 
gence in labouring for the advancement of Truth; 
though often preſſing through great diſcourage- 
ments ariſing from bodily infirmities; which fre- 
quently rendered her incapable of attending meet- 
ings. She ſuffered great pain of body for the laft 
ſix months of her time, under which probation her 
patience and reſignation manifeſted the happy ef- 
fects of faithful labour in the day of ability. Being 
ſtedfaſt in her dependance on the Author of her 
faith; ſhe had at times acceſs to the fountain of 
life; under the ſenſible enjoyment whereof, ſhe 

SEE ſaid, 
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ſaid, O how I long to be relieved, I have no 3 
doubt but I ſhall be mercifully received.* Toa 
friend who vilited her, ſhe ſaid, © I have been in a 
good degree faithful in our meetings, and have not 
to charge myſelf with omitting one journey, when 
it was made known to be my duty. O how have 
we gone forth, poor and empty ; yet have not 
lacked ! The Supporter hath been near, and richly 


furniſhed.” 

She departed this life the 28th of Third month, 
and was buried at Coggeſhall, the 3d of the Fourth 
: month, 1774, aged about fixty-hve years. 

e 

1 — ———— 

f 

e ; 

- > QARAH MARCH, of Durham, was born 
— in London; and taking heed to the Divine 
3 5 light, which ſhone in her heart, ſhe had to bear 
” : teſtimony thereto, about the year 1753; in which 
- | fervice ſhe laboured faithfully to promote the ſame 
* principle in others; and gave evident proofs of the 
ſt efficacy thereof by an exemplary deportment. 

T A little before her death ſne wrote the following 
- paper, which ſhe deſired might be read in the ſeve- 
S nal meetings in the county; which was done ac- 
[KK corlingly. 

5 © Dear 
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© Dear friends, 


© Under great weakneſs of body, my concern re- 
mains ſtrong for your growth and proſperity in the 
bleſſed Truth; in that love which I feel ſhed abroad 


in my heart doth my ſpirit ſalute you; beſeeching 


you to meet as in the preſence of God; in reve- 
rence and humility wait upon him, who is indeed 
the dread of nations; and I truſt our God will gra- 


ciouſly condeſcend to overſhadow your aflemblies 


with his power, which brings ſalvation ; and crown 
them with his bleſſing, which makes truly rich, and 
adds no forrow with it. Let me intreat that no 
reſtleſſneſs or impatience may prevail, although the 
Lord of life and glory ſhould tarry ; for he will moſt 
certainly ariſe in his own appointed time, with 
healing in his wings, for the ſake of his own wreſt- 
ling ſeed, that are waiting for Iſrael's conſolation ; 
and if this be your ſituation before the Lord in ſe- 
cret, he will reward openly, and you will be enabled 
to praiſe God acceptably, and magnify his great 
and worthy Name; as doth my ſoul at this ſeaſon, 
becauſe 1 feel the ſame divine goodneſs that was 
my morning light, is now my evening ſong ; which 
makes me rejoice in the Lord; and my joy, no 
man can take from me.? 

She departed this life the 29th of the Fifth month, 
and was buried on the 2d of Sixth month, 1774, in 
Friends burial-gr ound in the City of Durham; in 

the 
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the forty-fifth year of her age, and a miniſter about 
twenty years. 


ARAH HARRIS, of Chipping Norton in 

Oxfordſhire, widow of Nicholas Harris of the 
ſame place, was born about the year 1704 ; but no 
account is come to hand of her early youth, except 
that, while ſhe was a ſervant to a friend at Ban- 
bury in the fame county, ſhe was a ſober religious 
young woman, Through obedience to the prin- 
ciples of truth, ſhe became uſeful in her day ; and 
was of a gentle, affable, kind, and charitable dif- 
poſition ; a true lover of the religious of all deno- 
minations ; and one who liberally adminiſtered, in 
proportion to her circumſtances, to the poor and 
afflicted. 

About the forty-ſixth year of her age, ſhe was 
concerned to bear teſtimony to that Hand which 
had ſupported and preſerved her in the various diſ- 
penſations ſhe had to paſs through in life. She diſ- 
covered a deep humility and ſenſibility of her own 
weakneſs, and unfitneſs (as ſhe thought) to be em- 
ployed in the important work of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry; as ſhe knew and felt it to be an awful un- 


dertaking, and not to be performed in the policy, 


ſtrength, and wiſdom of man; but in the power 
F and 


| 
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and wiſdom of God. Her calm and contented 
waiting and reſignation, before ſhe appeared in 
meetings, indicated her keeping invariably in re- 
membrance the injunction of her Lord to his diſ- 
ciples, viz. © Wait ye at Jeruſalem to be endued 
with power from on high: and this laudable diffi- 
dence, Chriſtian circumſpection, and reſignation of 
ſoul, rendered her ſervices very acceptable to ſuch 
as could taſte and feel, that the ſource of her mini- 
{try was the ſpring of life. 

In her laſt illneſs it was apparent to divers who 
viſited her, that ſhe had made proviſion for a bleſſed 
eternity; that a lively feeling of divine refreſhment 
was her ſupport under bodily inhrmities and decay. 
The viſit of death was not unexpected, nor was 
ſhe unprepared to ſuſtain it. A ſenſe of dependance 
and of gratitude, the foundation of true piety, con- 
tinued with her to the laſt; and many comfortable 
expreſſions were uttered by her, in the courſe of 
her illneſs. | 

She often adviſed againſt too anxious a care about 
the buſineſs and things of this world ; and often 
defired ſhe might be favoured with patience, to 
bear her affliction, 

One day, after lying ſtill ſome time, ſhe ſaid, 
« They that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their 
ſtrength.” At another time, to thoſe of her fa- 
mily and friends prefent, ſhe ſaid, © I have deſired 
for you now, as well as at many other times, that 

the bleſſing of heaven might attend; but there muſt 
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be a living up to what you know.“ At another 
time ſhe ſaid, Let it be the buſineſs of your 
lives to be prepared for ſuch a time as this ;* and 
ſpeaking to a perſon who made enquiry after her 
welfare, ſhe ſaid, The Lord is my Shepherd, I 


Hall not want.“ 


It being meeting day, ſhe ſaid, Go to meet- 
ing all that can; and O that my ſpirit may be 
refreſhed with yours!' She alſo adviſed not to 
Jet buſineſs hinder from going to week-day meet- 
ings. 

She ſignified that when ſhe gave up to ſpeak a 
few words in meetings, it was in great ſimplicity 
and fear; and that ſhe witneſſed peace in it, being 


very careful to wait for divine qualification; and 


ſhe humbly truſted, and could fay in humility and 
thankfulneſs, ſhe never was confounded, 

She departed this lite in great calmneſs and 
peace, the 22d of the ſixth month, 1774, and was 
buried the 3oth of the ſame, in Friends burial 
ground, at Chipping Norton; aged ſeventy-one, 
and a miniſter twenty-five years, 
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AMUEL WARING, of Alton in Hamp- 

ſhire, was the ſon of Jeremiah Waring, of 
Witney ir Oxfordſhire (for an account of whom, 
ſee the ſecond volume, page 130, of J. Kendai's 
edition of Piety Promoted). Being favoured with 
the benefit of a religious education, and yielding to 
the ſanctifying operation of truth, the Lord was 
pleaſed to prepare and qualify him for his ſervice. 
He came forth in a publick teſtimony about the 
25th year of his age; and being faithful in the ex- 
erciſe of his gift, he grew therein, and became an 
able miniſter of the goſpel. He was exemplary in 
his attendance on meetings for worſhip and diſci- 
pline; a diligent attender of the yearly-meeting in 
London upwards of fiity years ; and though not 
forward in ſpeaking, yet his retired and awful ſit- 
ting therein, furniſhed an edifying example to the 
attentive obſervers. At different times, and periods 
of his life, he viſited friends in South Wales, the 
Weſt of England, to the Land's End, all the ſouth- 
ern, and divers of the midland and eaſtern coun— 
ties in this nation; and ſome of them ſeveral. 
times: in which viſits we have cauſe to believe 
his ſervice was acceptable ; for being humbled 
into a deep ſenſe of his own weakneſs and inſuffi - 
ciency, as well as the weight and importance of ſuch 
ſervices ; he was not haſty in moving, but waited 
for a clear cvidence, both as to the concern itſelf, 
and alſo the proper time for engaging therein. And 
| having 
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having the weight of a large family, and a conſider- 
able ſhare of buſineſs upon him, he was ſteadily 
concerned that he might not be overcharged there- 
with, to the hinderance of his ſervices; and wih 
that view purpoſely ſhunned ſome flattering proſ- 
pects of gain, deſiring nothing more than to pro- 
vide things honeſt in the ſight of all men, that the 
miniſtry of which he had received a part, might 
not be blamed. Thus having, through the bleſſing 
of Providenee, made a comfortable, though mode- 
rate, proviſion for a numerous family, he quitted 
buſineſs when in a flouriſhing ſtate, more than 
twenty years before his death; ſpending much of 
the latter part of his time in reading and retire- 
ment. He was much given to hoſpitality, his 
heart and houſe being always open to receive the 
friends of truth, in whoſe company he took great 
delight. After having laboured in word and doc- 
trine for a long ſeries of time, he was, ſome years 
before his deceaſe, gathered into humble ſilence, 
ſeldom appearing in publick teſtimony in meet- 
ings; but the patient reſigned frame of his mind 
under this diſpenſation, and his cloſe inward tra- 
vail in ſpirit, made it evident beyond all doubt, 
that he retained his integrity, love, and zeal, to the 
end. And converſing with ſome friends a few 
weeks before his departure, he with great ſweet- 
neſs intimated, that his peace was ſure.” 

During his laſt illneſs, which he bore with re- 
markable patience and compoſure, he faid repeat- 
F 3 edly, 
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edly, that he had no defire either for life or death, 
but felt his mind reſigned to the Lord's will.* After 
meditating ſome time in filence, one evening he 
ſaid, © I have been thinking of faithful Abraham, 
humble Iſaac, and wreſtling Jacob. Abraham 
was called the friend of God, becauſe he was 
found faithful.” Among other weighty and affect- 
ing expreſſions, he mentioned more than once, that 
he believed © a time of great calamity was coming 
over the nations, and that afterwards there would 
be a gathering of the people to the principle of 
truth, when they would flee to it, as doves to their 
windows.“ 

The day before he died he took a folemn leave 
of divers friends who viſited him, and the monthly 
meeting being next-day, deſired his love might be 
remembered to friends, ſaying, © That he expected 
he ſhould ſit with them no more.” 

Two of his daughters ſitting up with him the laſt 
night, and aſking how he did, he replied, © I have 
full as much pain as I can well bear; but I have 
thought the Lord can cut the work ſhort in righ- 


teouſneſs ; and I hope to bear the portion allotted 


me with patience:* and ſoon after added, It is all 
mercy I receive, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord; I 
hope I may ſay, I have endeavoured to do nothing 
againſt the truth, and what little I have been 
enabled to do for the truth, I have done in a degree 
of ſincerity and uprightneſs.“ 


He was preſer ved perfectly ſenſible to the laſt, 


and' 
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and quietly departed this life, full of days and full 
of peace, on the 13th of the Second month, 177 5, 
at Alton aforeſaid, aged near eighty-four, and a 
miniſter about fifty-nine years. His corpſe was 


interred in Friends burial ground there, the 19th 
of the ſame, 


ACHEL WILSON, late wife of TIfaac 
2. \. Wilſon of Kendal in Weſtmoreland, was the 
daughter of John and Deborah Wilſon of the ſame 
place, who gave her a religious education. Influ- 
enced by their example, and being favoured with 
the company and converſation of many valuable 
friends travelling in the work of the miniſtry, her 
mind was happily ſeaſoned, and much profited ; and 
being alſo early favoured with a viſitation of di- 
vine love, ſhe was enamoured therewith, and 
weaned from the fallacious pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments which captivate too many of our youth. 
Thus prizing the privilege ſhe enjoyed, and the 
dawnings of divine wiſdom in her foul, ſhe was 
much led into ſolitude and ſecret retirement before 
the Lord, only chooſing ſuch company and conver- 
ſation as might be profitable to her ; and carefully 
dwelling under the forming hand, ſhe witneſſed a 


growth 


ſhe found the reward of peace. 
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growth in virtue and piety, and became fitted 
for the work of the miniſtry, into which ſhe was 
called, about the eighteenth year of her age. 

Being faithfully devoted to the ſervice of her 
Lord and Maſter, ſthe experienced a growth and 
increaſe in heavenly wiſdom ; and, by the con- 


training power of divine love, was drawn forth to 


viſit the churches, not only in divers parts of this 
nation, but alſo in Ireland, Scotland, and America, 
dhe alſo laboured much among thoſe not in pro- 
feſſion with us, who flocked to hear her teitimony 
in the courfe of her travels; and was eminently 


qualified for that ſervice, by explaining the way of 


life and ſalvation, in a manner that reached the 
witneſs in the hearts of the hearers, whereby many 
were brought to an acknowledgement of the truth. 

She was remarkably diligent and exemplary in 
the attendance of our religious meetings, both for 
worſhip and diſcipline; and, when called forth to 
ſervice, though ſhe had many children, and a large 
family under her care, ſhe did not ſuffer theſe to 


prevent her from purſuing what appeared her ma- 


nifeſt duty; but what ſhe found in her hand to do, 
that ſhe did with her might. She was a loving 
wife, an affectionate parent, a kind and helpful 


_ neighbour, tenderly ſympathizing with the afflicted, 


and frequent in viſiting the ſick, in which viſits ſhe 


was very ſerviceable; often adminiſtering comfort 


to the drooping diſtreſſed mind. In yhich ſervice 
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In the courſe of her religious duty ſhe came to 
London, about the Firſt month, 1775; and on 
delivering her certificate to the Morning mceting, 
ſhe expreſſed, in much tenderneſs, a deſire, that 
after her being engaged in the ſervice of truth from 
her youth, ſhe might be preſerved from thoſe rocks 
and ſhoals which ſome had ſplit upon, and that her 
ſun might go down in brightneis. 

She entered into her ſervice with great humility, 
viſited molt of the meetings in the city, and find- 
ing her mind concerned for the inhabitants of 
Graveſend (having had two meetings with them 
when the embarked for America) ſhe went again 
to viſit them. She was gladly received, and held 
two meetings in the Town- Hall, where, through 
divine favour, ſhe was helped through her ſervice 
to her own peace, and the comfort of many preſent, 

After her return ſhe attended ſeveral week-day 
meetings, in the laſt of which, at Devonthire- 
houſe, ſhe was clothed with divine love, in an en- 
couraging teſtimony to the honeſt hearted. 

The next day, being the 4th of the Second 
month, ſhe was taken ill, and was confined wholly 
to her chamber, and moſtly to her bed, for fix 
weeks ; during which time ſhe was favoured with 
quietneſs of mind; expreſſed her reſignation either 
to live or die; and requeſted her huſband, who at- 
tended upon her a great part of the time, that he 
would tell their children, that it was her great de- 


fire they might, above every conſideration, mind 
| | the 
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the one thing needful, which having been her care, 
was her unſpeakable conſolation in that time of 
cloſe conflict. | 
She alſo in the courſe of her illneſs expreſſed to 
a friend, that ſhe was quite eaſy; and to ſome 


others remarked the neceility of doing what ap- 


peared to be our duty, while opportunity was 
afforded. She faid, her Maſter was kind to her, 
and at times favoured with his preſence, which 
bore up in days of trial, and nights that were weari- 
ſome. She was often retired in mind, and remarked 
to ſome who attended her, that though no one 
loved her friend's company more than herſelf, yet 
ſhe had now no deſire to ſee them, but was qu te 
reſigned, though ſo far ſeparated from her near 
conneCtions, 

She was a pattern of patience, and always ap- 
peared ſatisfied with thoſe about her, who rendered 
her any little ſervices. The laſt words ſhe was 
heard to ſay, were Good tidings,* which, no 
doubt but the ſummons of death proved to her; 
as it appeared to have no ſting, nor the grave any 
victory, 


She quietly departed this life, on the 18th of the 


Third month, 1775, at the houſe of Richard 
Cheſter, London ; and her remains were interred 
on the 23d of the ſame, in Bunhill Fields, after a 
meeting held at Devonſhire-houſe. She was about 
fifty-four years of age, and 36 years a miniſter, 


MARY 
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ä ARY PRIDEAUX, wife of William 


Prideaux, of the county of Cornwall, was a 


pattern of meekneſs and piety ; and as ſhe grew in 


years, ſhe grew in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and had a part of the mi- 
niſtry committed to her, in which ſhe was a faith- 
ful ſteward, and a bright example to others, not 
being forward to appear in miniſtry, as well know- 
ing that true ſilence never ſhames the goſpel ; but 
when under the conſtraining power of truth, her 
miniſtry was with the demonſtration of the ſpirit 
and with power, greatly to the refreſhment and 
ſtrength of the honeſt hearted ; and when ſhe felt 
the drawings of truth, ſhe was ready to leave her 
near connections in life. She viſited ſome parts 
of the Weſt when her name was Mary Davies, 
and after her marriage ſeveral times; and not long 
before the cloſe of her life, ſhe found a concern to 
viſit ſome of the midland counties, which ſervice 
ſeemed near to accomplith her day's work, having 
ſoon after her return publickly to declare, © Happy 
would it be for all in the concluſion of their time, 
to have to ſay with the apoſtle, “ have fought the 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith, henceforth is laid up for me the crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge, 


| ſhall give me at that day ; and not to me only, but 


to all thoſe alſo that love his appearing.”? 
A ſhort time after, ſhe was taken ill with a fever, 
| which 
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which continued about four weeks ; during which 
ſhe behaved with patience, meekneſs, and yet with 
Chriſtian fortitude z and many heavenly expreſſions 
dropt from her, at a meeting in her own houſe, 
She had to commemorate the goodneſs of the Lord, 
to all thoſe who put their truſt in him, and humbly 
petitioned that he would be with them to the end ; 
that they that lived in his fear, might die in his 
favour ; requeſting his protection in every trying 
ſeaſon; with fervent defire that all who were preſent 
might know a thorough reſignation of will ; for 
the Lord our God requires obedience from all his 
ſervants ; and the ſame evening ſhe ſignihed, that 
ſhe thought her time was near a concluſion. Some 
days after ſhe ſaid, © Humility is a qualification I 
deſire my children may be endued with ;* and ſigni- 


hed to them her hope, that her advice in times paſt 
might be remembered, ſaying, © I hope it may be 


as bread caſt on the waters that may return after 
many days ; I have endeavoured to do my duty by 
you.“ Her diforder increaſing, ſhe deſired ſhe 
might endeavour to bear it; and that thoſe in 


health would improve their time whilſt health and 


ſtrength were afforded, ſaying © I can do but little 
now ; it would indeed be bad if I had my peace to 
make with the Lord; I have dedicated my health 
and ftrength to his ſervice, according to my abi- 
lity.“ Finding herſelf growing weaker, ſhe deſired 


that her family might be reſigned to the will of 


Providence, adding, that ſhe enjoyed great peace 


and 
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and tranquillity of mind, for which ſhe was thank- 
fulz and further added, © Oh, this is a favour in- 
deed, to enjoy ſuch tranquillity ! All ſeems ſerene, 
and the ſtreams of lite flow freely; the river ſeems 
clear as cryſtal ; Oh, that none may put off re- 
pentance till confined to a fſick-bed!* On ſeeing 
one of her daughters, ſhe ſaid, Oh! be good, be 
good, and fear the Lord, my dear child ;* and again 
ſaid, „Then ſhall ye know, if you follow on ta 
know the Lord, his going forth to be as the morn= 
ing : he ſhall come unto us as the rain, as the latter 
and former rains upon the earth. Oh! the cun- 
ning foxes have holes and lodging-places, but the 


dcar Son of God hath not where to lay his head. 


Lamentable, indeed, where this is the caſe !” 

The ſame evening, finding herſelf in much pain, 
ſhe expreſſed, that ſhe felt the mercy of the Lord, 
who had forgiven all her offences, her omiſſions 
and commiſhons would be remembered no more; 
and faid, ſhe found a pardon for all. Being in 
great agony, ſhe deſired that patience might have 
its perfect work, often prayed that the Lord would 
cut the work ſhort in righteouſneſs, but deſired 
that not her will, but his ſhould be done. At an- 
other time ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus: O that I 
were relieved from this world of peril and diffi- 
culty ! I have nothing to encounter with but death, 
and that is no terror to me... O that I were ſafe 
arrived in the kingdom of heaven, where I ſhall be 
ſpoke comfortably to by my God ! When the 
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agonies of death were upon her, ſhe ſaid, © Is this 
the laſt fit? O that it was. Lord, dear Lord, 
come quickly. O death where is thy ſting; O 
grave where is thy victory ?* adding, What love 
I fee], what love I feel; my love is to all univer- 
ſally in the Lord.“ 

She quietly departed this life the 16th of the 


Sixth month, 1775, aged about fifty-fix, and a mi- 


niſter thirty-four years. 


OSEPH OXLEY, of Norwich, was born 
at Brigg, in Lincolnſhire ; and being left an 
orphan, when about eight years of age, he came 
under the guardianſhip of his uncle, Edmund 


Peckover, who educated him in the principles of 


Friends; but, according to an account left by 
himfelf in manuſcript, for the information and 
caution of his offspring, he was led away by the 
influence of irreligious atlociates, into an indiffe- 


rence towards religion, a neglect of the due attend- 


ance of meetings, and divers unprofitable and diſ- 
orderly practices. But,” fays he, © at that time I 
was under ſuch inward convictions, that my heart 
was often filled with grief and horror; however 
joyous I might appear outwardly, I was inwardly 
ſmote and condemned.“ Yet not ſufficiently ſeek- 
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mg to take up the croſs, but rather to gratify his 
youthful inclinations, the power of evil fo far pre- 
vailed over him, that he became the means of 
trouble and ſorrow to his relations and friends. 
But in proceſs of time it pleaſed the Lord to mect 
with him, as in a narrow place; for in the year 
1739, he unexpectedly fell into a moſt diſtreſſing 
and alarming ſituation, wherein his life appeared in 
immediate danger from the ſurrounding preſſure of 
a great crowd, he being low of ſtature. Confu- 
ſion and terror inſtantly ſeized him, and made him 
cry aloud for help; upon which ſome near him af- 
forded ſuch ſpeedy aſſiſtance as, through divine 
mercy, extricated him from the great danger he 
was in. 

After his deliverance, he became deeply humbled 
in thankfulneſs that he was not taken away in that 
unprepared hour ; and being alſo ſenſibly favoured 
with a renewed viſitation from on high, his heart 
was made to rejoice in admiration of the gracious 
abounding of divine love which he felt in his foul. 

From this time he cloſely attended meetings, af- 
ſociated with experienced friends, and embraced 
their advice; humbly ſubmitting to bear the croſs, 
and to follow the leadings of truth in its progreſſive 
manifeſtations : and abiding under a daily concern, 
that as he had believed in the truth he might walk 
in it, he in time experienced a good degree of 
redemption, and reſignation to the divine will. 

About 1742, he found his mind baptized for the 

G2 work 
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work of the miniſtry, which weighty ſervice, he 
after ſome time of deep trial, in great fear and re- 
verence, gave up to, and appeared in publick as a 
miniſter, to the ſattsfaction of friends. 

He travelled in the ſervice of the goſpel, at di- 
vers times, through many parts of this nation, 


Scotland, and Ireland; and in 1770, he paſted over 


the great deep, and paid a religious vifit to Friends 
on the continent of America. He returned from 
them in 1772, with the reward of peace in his own 
boſom, and the approbation of Friends, as amply 
expreſſed in their certificates from various pro— 
vinces. 

He was a man exemplary in conduct, and agree- 
able in converſation, honeſt in advice, charitable 
in ſentiment, univerſal in benevolence, deſervedly 
eſteemed by his neighbours, and beloved by his 
friends. 

A few months before his deceaſe, he was im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe that the time of his departure 
was at no great diſtance ; and ſometimes hinted 
to ſome nearly connected with him that it would 
be ſuddenly ; yet, not as fearing it, but rather in a 
ſerious and pleaſing acquieſcence with the proſpect. 

Accordingly, after attending two meetings on 
Fivſt-day, the 22d of the Tenth month, 1775, 
which were held in ſilence; and ſpending the even- 
ing with his family, in a diſpoſition more than or- 
dinarily pleaſant; he went cheerfully up to bed: 
where he laid but a few minutes, before it pleaſed 
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Almighty goodneſs to take him from the viciſſi- 
tudes of mutability without a ſtruggle, or paſting 
through the tedious and afflicting pains commonly 
incident to nature: no doubt to him an eaſy paſ- 
ſage to an heavenly manſion, 

His remains were interred in Friends burial 
ground, at Norwich, the 26th of the Tenth 
month, 1775, in the ſixty-firſt year of his age, 
and thirty-fourth of his miniſtry. | 


EBORAH WARING, widow of Samuel 

Waring before-mentioned, was a native of 
Alton in Hampſhire ; and being religiouſly edu- 
cated in the principles of truth, and favoured with 
an early viſitation of its ſanctifying influence, was, 
by yielding obedience thereto, qualified for publick 
ſervice; and about the 18th year of her age, it 


pleaſed the great Lord of the harveſt to call her 


into the work of the miniſtry ; in which ſervice 
ſhe was an unwearied labourer ; and under the re- 
newing of heavenly virtue, her doctrine frequently 
dropped like dew to the conſolation of the right- 
minded, and edification of the body in love. She 
was often led, in an awful manner, to preſs the ne- 
ceſſity of a reverent waiting for the freſh opening 
of the ſpring of all good; that every individual 
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might be brought from all exterior dependance, to 
know the Lord for themſelves ; and witneſs the re- 
velation of his dear Son, the miniſter of the ſanc- 
tuary, in their own hearts : and ſhe recommended 
this doctrine to others by her own- example. 

She was a very diligent attender of meetings, 
both for worſhip and diſcipline; and not only at 


home and in her own county, but under the pre- 


vailing influence of divine love, her mind was en- 
gaged at ſundry times to viſit Friends in divers 
other counties, having the unity of her monthly 
meeting in that weighty ſervice; and, by ſome 
remarks of her own, it appears, that the Lord's 
bleſſed preſence was with her, and ſtrengthened 
her from day to day. 

She was of a tender ſympathizing diſpoſition, 
and was enabled to fill up the ſeveral relativg du- 


ties in life with great propriety, and to continue 
freſh and lively in old age. 


It having pleaſed the Lord to remove her huſ- 
band (with whom ſhe had long lived in much 


unity and affection) about a year before her, ſhe 


was divinely ſupported under that great trial, be- 
yond her expectation, as ſhe expreſſed in ſundry 


living teſtimonies, which ſhe delivered in the fa- 
mily at that ſolemn ſeaſon. 


But her health ſoon after began to decline, and 
her faculties ſuffered an abatement of their uſual 


ſtrength ; yet, during fix months gradual decay, 
the was preſerved in much innocence; frequently 


aſpiring 
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aſpiring atter that which, from her youth up, ſhe 
had preferred to all created excellence; and defir- 
ing to be preſerved to the end, in a ſenſe of that 
power which had been her morning light, and her 
guide through the viciſſitudes of lite. 

Being one day obſerved to be unuſually anxious, 
and one of her daughters aſking her how ſhe did, 
ſhe replied, * My poor mind is toſſed, and I long 
to be fixed, fixed, fixed; and there is one who can 
walk upon the ſea and command a calm.“ She 
after wiſhed to be bfted up, to be new clcthed, 
and go home; and prayed © Gracious and mer- 
ciful Father, look down upon me, if it is thy bleſſed 
will.” 

She departed this life without ſigh or groan, at 
Alton, the 3d of the Second month, 1776; and 
was interred in Friends burial-ground there the 
11th of the ſame; aged ſeventy- eight, and a miniſter 
about fixty years. 


W FRY, of the city of Briſtol, 
was favoured with the viſitation of divine 
love in early youth, and was helped thereby to 
walk circumſpectly. At that time, he ſtood much 
alone among the youth; nevertheleſs continuing 
faithful, he became a good example of watchful- 
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neſs and ſelf-denial. About the twenty-ſeventh 
year of his age, he firſt appeared in the miniſtry ; 
but for ſeveral years ſeldom ; being not only then, 
but always (as he expreſſed himſelf a little before 
his death), more deſirous to feel than to ſpeak : 
and as he was often led into a deep travail of ſpirit, 
that the miniſtry might be kept living, and that 
nothing might be offered in the will of the crea- 
ture; he was himſelf careful in this reſpect, and 
waited for the holy anointing, the only true qualifi- 
cation, before he opened his mouth in teſtimony. 
He travelled in the ſervice of Truth, through 
Ireland, Wales, and many parts of this nation : 
concerning which he ſpoke to a friend who came 
to viſit him, to this effect, that he had ever found 
rreat peace and ſatisfaction in giving up to thoſe 
ſervices, the remembrance of which were very 
lively with him, particularly during his laſt ilInefs. 
During. this illneſs, which was painful, and of 


ſeveral months continuance, he uttered many 


weighty expreſhons. 

Being aſked by a friend one evening, if his pain 
was then great; he replied, © I have been in great 
pain this day, but my mind 1s favoured with a 
calm, which I deſire to be thankful for.“ Obſerv- 
ing he was dipt into very low ſeaſons, he remarked 
that it had been the caſe with many favoured ſer- 
vants of the Lord, ſome of whom he named; and 
added it was not to be wondered at, that it was fo 
with him; ſaying, Oh! how have I longed, and 

do 
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do long, to feel the ariſings of that life which is 
more deſirable to a remnant in this day, than the 
increaſe of corn, wine, or oil.“ He mentioned 
alſo that he had a view of a gathering day in Briſ- 
to]; and though he might not live to ſee it, he 
ſhould die in the faith of it. 

Some days afterwards he expreſſed himſelf in the 
following manner: 

© I think I have been favoured during my illneſs, 
to experience, wiat I have often had to d-clare, 
that it is a good thing to dweil near the truth ; 
that inexhauſtible fountain and ocean of divine 
love. The ſweet ſtreams iſſuing therefrom ſweeten 


the bitter cup. This it is, that has ſupported me 


under the preſent aflicting diſpenſations, and the 
deep baptiims which it hath been my lot to paſs 


through: wherein I may ſay, I have been dipped as 


into the bottom of Jordan.“ He afterwards added, 


I have been favoured with a calmneſs ; may I 


not ſay, a holy calmneſs ; what if I ſay, a foretaſte 
of that joy which ſhall be known when this mortal 
part puts on immortality z and have been enabled 
to bear with patience and reſignation, the preſent 
trying afflictions, without murmuring or ſaying, 
Lord, what docſt thou; or why dealeſt thou 
ſo with me? It is comfortable tv witneſs that 
which hath been our morning light to be our even- 
ing ſong ; and may thoſe preſent, who have been 
acquainted with the viſitation of truth in the morn- 
ing of their day, continue to abide under it, and 

prize 
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prize it above every thing elſe. It was excellent 
advice, to buy the truth and fell it not: it is theſe 
that will find ſupport under every trial ; and though 
we may have to ſay, as our blefled Lord in his 
agony ſaid, © If it be poſſible, O Father, let this 
cup paſs from me,“ which was the effect of his 


humanity ; but oh, how ſoon did the divinity ap- 


pear in him | “ Nevertheleſs, not my will, but 
thine, be done.” You who have known the place 
where true prayer is wont to be made, remem- 
ber me, and deſire for me, that I may be preſerved, 
without murmuring or repining, to the end. It is 
theſe, and theſe only, that dwell near the rock, 
that are fitted for an habitation in that city, the 
walls whereof are ſalvation, and the gates ſtand 
open there all the day; and there is no night there. 
It needs not the ſun by day, nor the moon by 


night; for the Lord God and the Lamb are the 


light thereof,” | 

At another time he ſaid, © I remember when on 
board ſhip, it was a comfortable ſound in the night 
ſeaſon, ſo hear the watchman ſay, © All is well ;”? 
and I have a hope I ſhall know the good Pilot, to 
ſteer me into that port, where I may with patri- 
archs, prophets, and apoſtles, and thoſe already ga- 
thered like ſheaves of corn fully ripe, enter into 
the garner of reſt and peace.” 

About a month before his death, he faid, 
© Though many and ſevere trials come upon us, 


yet a little while and they will be over; a ſhort 


period 
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period will put an end thereto. I have many times 
thought, and at this time, how comfortable a thing 
it is to be able to ſay with confidence, as one for- 
merly, © Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, 
and afterwards receive me into glory, Whom 
have I in heaven beſide thee, and there is none 
upon earth I deſire but thee, My fleſh and my 
heart faileth, but God is my ſtrength and my por- 
tion- for ever.” 

Many other lively expreſſions dropt at different 
periods from him, but his voice becoming broken, 
it was with difficulty he could ſpeak ſo as to be 
underſtood for a whole ſentence together; but he 
continued ſenſible, and in a quiet frame to the laſt; 
and went off as one falling aſleep, the gth day of 
the Fifth month, 1776, aged near fifty-three, and a 
miniſter about twenty- ſix years. His remains 
were interred in Friends burial- ground, near the 
meeting-houſe at the Friars, Briſtol, the r5th of 
the fame month. 


 FOSEPH JACESON, of the county of York, 
was born about the year 1697. He was con- 
vinced of the principle of Truth about the year 
1740 ; and, under its influence, he was concerned 
to bear teſtimony thereto, about the year 1746. 

"IE 
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He was zealous for its promotion, dedicating moſt 
of his time to the ſervice thereof, having left trade 
to be at liberty for it, and was diligent in attending 
meetings for worſhip and diſcipline, viſiting moſt 
of the meetings in Great Britain. This concern 
remained with him until the ſummer, 1775, when, 
returning home, he was viſited with ſickneſs. In 
the courſe of his illneſs, a friend viſiting him, on 
aſking him how he did, he replied, I am very 
weak in body, but the Lord is good to me, as [ 
have but little pain; yet I could wiſh to be gone, 
that I might be at reſt; but am willing to wait all 
my appointed time, until my change come, as I am 
favoured with peace.“ He added, My time of 
labour is now over; I have completed my work 
within the day, and am now ready to return home 
to my reſt. O Lord, I long to be with thee; yet 
not my will, but thine, be done.* A little after he 
faid, Oh! how precious is the truth; how 
little is it ſought after by too many, for want of 
knowing its value ! I have often wiſhed, and been 
moved to pray in ſecret, that thoſe who have once 
known and witneſſed it, may never depart from it; 


for if they do, they will loſe their birth-right, and 


the bleſſing attending it; but that they may keep 
it to the end: for it is the pearl of great price, and 
worth more than all we are poſſeſſed of in this 
world. It will purchaſe us an everlaſting inheri- 


tance in the world to come; and this is what 1 


have been concerned to labour for, both for myſelf 
and 
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and others.“ It being time for going to meeting, 
he bade the Friends farewel, ſaying, My mind 
will accompany you.” | 


Sundry other Friends, viſiting him at different 


times, found him in the ſame lively diſpoſition, 
often expreſſing his deſire that all who made pro- 
feſſion of the truth, might live under its holy go- 
vernment. 


Such love to his friends, and peaceful ſerenity of 


mind, attended him all along, as contributed much 


to the ſatisfaction and refreſhment of thoſe who 


viſited him, 

He quietly departed this life the 26th, and was 
buried the 18th, of the Twelfth month, 1776, at 
Gilderſome, in Yorkſhire, aged about ſeventy- nine 


years, and a miniſter about thirty years. 


— .  —  _— 


NN MERCY BELL, of York, was botn 

in London. She had her education in 
Friends School and Workhouſe, being admitted 
ſoon after its eſtabliſhment, and ſhe afterwards 
continued there as a ſchoolmiſtreſs for many 
years. Being early favoured with divine viſitations, 
ſhe was not only preſerved from the groſs pollu- 
tions of the world; but was, in a good degree, 
enabled to renounce vain and youthful pleaſures 
H and 
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and amuſements, which ſhe frequently confeſſed 
with humble thankfuineſs and gratitude. 

In the year 1731, ſhe married Nathaniel Bell, of 
York, and became a member of that meeting; and, 
while in a private capacity, was well eſteemed as 
a friend of circumſpect life and converſation, a 
pattern of plainneſs, and therein, as well as in 
other reſpects, a good example. At length ſtea- 
dily adhering to the divine Teacher in her heart, 
and under the influence of the Spirit of truth, ſhe 
had, from a well-grounded experience, to declare 
to others the way of life and ſalvation. In this 
ſervice ſhe faithfully laboured, according to ability 
received, at home, and in adjacent parts; and, in 
the courſe thereof, found drawings, in the love of 
the goſpel, to viſit various other parts of this na- 
tion: alſo, when engaged in family viſits, ſhe found 
it her concern not to overlook thoſe, who by miſ- 
conduct, had incurred the cenſure of Friends. 

Her labours were not confined to thoſe of the 
ſociety of Friends ; but, in the courſe of her tra- 
vels, ſhe had compaſſionately to call and direct 
people of other denominations, to the unerring 
Teacher in themſelves 3 and had meetings among 


them in divers places where no friends were 
ſettled, 


In the year 1753, ſhe found a concern to viſit 
Friends in London; and during her ſtay in that 


city, under the influence of love to mankind, had 


to exhort the inhabitants thereof, in the ſtreets, 


markets, 
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markets, and many places in and about London, 
Weſtminſter, and Southwark, calling them to re— 
pentance and amendment of life. In this ſervice 
ſhe was ſignally furniſhed with ability to labour, to 
the tendering many of their minds, and acknow— 
ledgment of her goodwill to them; and ſuch was 
the ardour of her mind, and the flowing forth of 
love to them, that ſhe frequently preached three or 
four times a day, in different parts. On her re- 
turn home ſhe had to acknowledge that ſhe was 
favoured with the return of peace; which ſhe 
citeemed a ſufficient reward for the various exer- 
ciſes which attended that laborious ſervice. 
Towards the concluſion of her time, ſhe ex- 
preſſed her fervent defire, that he who had been 
her morning light might be her evening ſong ; 
which there is no doubt but ſhe mercifully experi- 
enced ; for being ſuddenly ſeized with an apo= 
pleQic fit, at the approach of the ſtroke ſhe was 
heard to ſay, Sweet Jeſus,* with ſome other ex- 
preſſions, which, through the hurry and ſurpriſe 
thoſe about her were in, are not now remembered. 
She, in a few hours after, departed, without 
ſigh or groan, the 3oth of the Twelfth month, 
1775 3 and was interred in Friends burial ground 
in York, the 4th of the Firſt month, 1776; aged 
avout ſixty- nine, and a miniſter about thirty years. 
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| EBECCA SHEWELL, daughter of 
Edward and Sarah Shewell of Camberwell in 
Surry, was a child adorned with meeknefs, inno- 
cence, and humility; dutiful to her parents, and 
affectionate to her brothers and fiſters ; a lover of 
the ſervants of Chriſt, fond of reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and often fo tendered in reading them, 
that thoſe who were preſent and heard her, were 
edified by it. | 
Being taken with an illneſs, vhich continued onher 
for twelve months, ſhe bore it with much patience 
and reſignation of mind ; but ſhe was not confined 
to her chamber more than about three weeks; in 
which ſeaſon ſhe told her mother, that ſhe believed 
ſhe ſhould die, and requeſted her to pray for her ; 
which her mother being enabled to do, it ſeemed 


much to eaſe her mind. A few days after, ſhe ſaid, 


©] have often been deſirous of recovering; but I 
find deſires will not do; I muſt have patience ;* 
and expreſſed her thankfulneſs to her ſiſters for their 
tender care over her; and ſaid, O that I could 
keep from groaning, that it might not make them 
uneaſy.“ She ſignified her apprehenſions that her 
complaint increaſed ; not that ſhe wiſhed to live, 
but it was a fear ſhe ſhould not obtain future bliſs. 
One time ſome remarks being made to her on the 
pleaſing things of this world, and what ſhe might 
enjoy, ſhe anſwered, © I have no deſire for theſe 


things; I had rather die and go to Chriſt,” She 
Was 
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was frequent in praver by herſelf, and often wiſhed 
to be left alone, and the curtains to be drawa about 
her. Her ſiſter obſerving her to be in much pain, 
aſked her to take ſomething; ſhe anſwered, that 
none of theſe things would do her good; but it 
being oblerved the Lord could do her good, ſhe 
anſwered, © He can, but none of theſe things can.” 

Her mother aſked her, tie day before the died, 
if ſhe chought ſhe ſhould die; ſhe ſaid © Yes ;* ſhe 
had rather die than live, but was afraid ſhe was not 
good enough. Her mother encouraging her, and 
intimating that ſhe believed there was a manſion 
prepared fer her; the child expreſſed her willing- 
neſs to go to it, deſiring her mother to pray for 
her; and the mother anſwering, I do; doeſt 
thou do it thyſelf ?? the child anſwered, © I do, 
I do;* and being aſked, if it was with outward 
words, ſhe replied, very fervently, No, no, in 
my heart.“ She alſo intimated that ſhe was 
quite eaſy; and frequently bade them farewel. 
Soon after, her ſpeech failed her; but ſhe ap- 
peared to retain her ſenſes to the laſt. 

She departed, without ſigh or groan, the 17th of 
the Second month, 1777, aged only eight years 
and four months. 


| 
| 
| 
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NN LEAVER, daughter of John and Mary 
Leaver of Nottingham, being taken ill, ſig- 
nified her belief that her time would not be long, 
and ſaid, that the proſpect of eternity was awful; and 
that though ſhe had not committed any bad thing, 
yet ſhe had found it difficult, when at meeting, to 
get to that ſteady watchfulneſs and ſettled compoſure 
ſhe longed for; but ſhe expreſſed a thankfulneſs 
for the opportunities ſhe was ſometimes favoured 
with in the family, in their fitting together at home; 
and added, that ſhe hoped the Almighty had blotted 
out her tranſgreſſions; and prayed that ſhe might 
be enabled to bear with paticnce the trying diſpen- 
ſation ſhe had to paſs through, which ſhe believed 
was allotted for her further purification; and 


begged for a certain evidence, that her concluſion 


might be happy, and her paſtage eaſy; which was 
mercifully granted. 

In the courſe of her illneſs, ſhe dropped many 
expreſſions, which ſhew that ſhe looked forward 
to a glorious inheritance 3 ſome of which are as 
follow. 

After having given her ſiſters ſome tender ad- 
vice, ſhe ſaid © How awful to look at eternity, 
and few young people in time of health think 
ſo much of their latter end as they ought to do, 
though they have as much cauſe as thoſe more ad- 
vaiiced, having no more certainty of life.” She 
plainly ſaw thoſe of a cheerful diſpoſition were in 


danger 
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danger of going too far in company; adding, 
« Thoſe who are taken away in youth eſcape many 
faares and temptations, that ſuch as live longer are 
in danger to be hurt by.” Several times ſhe ex- 
preſſed her humble thankfulneſs for the laſt week's 
illneſs, ſaying, that it had been a profitable, 
though painful, diſpenſation to her. At another 
time, when in great pain, ſhe ſpoke thus: O, 
it's hard work ! How needful when in health 
ſo to live as to be in readincſs ! for it is enough 
to ſtruzgle with the pains of the body.” She alſo 
ſaid, that ſhe plainly ſaw it was as neceſſary for us 
to watch over our thoughts, as words or actions; 
deſiring the prayers of thoſe preſent, that ſhe might 
be ſupported under her affliction with patience. 
After a painful day, being in the afternoon fa- 
voured with ſtillneſs and compoſure of mind, ſhe 
thought herſelf going; and took a ſolemn farewel 
of her near connexions and friends ; defiring all 
_ preſent might make due preparation for that ſolemn 
and awful time, when the ſoul mult be ſeparated 
from the body ; ſaying, that ſhe did not expect to 
have had any thing of that fort to deliver, but as it 
came into her mind, the dropped it; and added, I 
want to be gone, I ſeem to have no buſineſs here.“ 
But her pain returning, ſhe found the ſhould not go 
ſo ſoon as ſhe expeRed ; but begged for patience, 
faying, * The Lord's time is the beſt time.” 
The day ſhe died, the doctor propoſing to lay on 
ſome bliſters, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was out of the reach of 
bliſters 3 | 
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bliſters; © No mortal can help me; there 1s but 
one who can help me ;* yet the was willing to 
ſubmit, if her father deſired it. But ſhe added, 

O, that we miglit be a little ſtil], and fit comfort- 
able together!“ and being, in ſome degree, free 
from her ſharp agonies for near an hour, ſhe ſaid, 
© We are pure and comfortable now ;* and talked 
pleaſantly, ſaving, that the unwearied enemy had 
been endeavouring to trouble her, but ſhe found 
him a liar, 

The fame evening ſhe ſaid, © No one can think 
what J feel; but if it is to purify me for an admit- 
tance into that holy place, where no impure thing 
can enter, I am willing to bear ten times more; 
and, J hope, with a tolerable degree of patience too. 
I hope I am not impatient ; but really the conflict 
is ſo ſharp, at times, that I cannot forbear crying 
out. O Cord, keep me, keep me, my God help 
me, and pleaſe to releaſe me this night. I long to 
be gone. Although I have had many pleaſant pro- 
ſpects in view, I have reſigned them all, and would 
not return again to the world for any conſideration.“ 
Much more ſhe ſaid to the fame effect. 

She at times lamented that people, advanced in 
years, ſhould be ſo cloſely attached to the world, as 
too many appeared to be, fnying, that they muſt ſoon 
leave it. 

Her mother retiring to ſupper, the ſoon ſent for 
her again, and told her, with a ſweet compoſure 
and calmneſs, My dear mother, I am now going, 

and 
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and would have my father and ſiſter to come and 
fit with me a while, and take a final leave ;* add- 
ing, © My prayer is granted; for I have earneſtiy 
be oped [ might not ſee the light of another morn-= 
ing. » She took a ſolemn and an affectionate leave, 
ſaying, that ſhe wondered ſhe could part with her 
near connexions fo eaſy ; * for,” ſaid the © I have no 
tears to ſhed ;z but it is not hardneſs of heart, for 
I know I love you all as well as ever; but it 1s to 
me an earneſt I am going to ſomething greater. 
She deſired her affectionate love to many of her 
ablent relations, and particularly to ſome nearly her 
equals in years, ſaying, * Let them be admoniſhed 
from me how they ſpend their time.“ | 

After ſome time, {he ſaid, It is all over, and I 
am perfectly happy; I have no pain, the conflict is 
at an end; Farewel, farewel ;* and pauſing a 
while, ſhe ſaid, © I am now going to join ſaints and 
angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; 
adding, © I have no more to ſay; I would have 
you to leave me, for I am going to ſleep,” Then 
laying her head quietly on the pillow, ſhe expired, 
without a ſigh or groan, the 22d of the Third 
month, 1777, aged 20 years. 

Her corps was carried to F riends meeting houſe 
in Nottingham; and, after a ſolemn meeting, was 
interred in their burial ground there. 
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ARY BUNDOCE, of Manningtree in 


Eſſex, was religiouſly inclined from her 
childhood ; and as ſhe grew up delighted in the 
company of folid Friends; cndeavouring, amidſt 
the various trials and exerciſes. her ſituation ex- 
poſed her to, to walk in ſimplicity and awful fear 
before the Lord, who gracioully preſerved and p:e- 
pared her for ſervice. 

About the thirtieth year of her age, ſhe appeared 
in public teſtimony; in which ſhe had the unity 
of Friends, and continued to labour therein, both 
at home and abroad; frequently travelling into dif- 
ferent parts of this nation in the ſervice of truth. 


She was of a grave deportment, and of found 


judgment, earneſtly concerned to diſcourage all 
undue liberties. 
appeared in many inſtances towards her neighbours, 
by ſeaſonable advice, and frequently adminiſtering 
to their neceſſities. She was a diligent attender of 
the meeting ſhe belonged to, in which her travail in 
ſilence was helpful and comfortable, till prevented 
by bodily infirmities. 

In her laſt illneſs, which was at times very pain- 
ful, ſhe uttered many comfortable expreſſions. A 
friend who come to viſit her, ſaying, ſhe is ſenſible ; 
ſhe replied, © Yes, I am ſenſible who has been 
my preſerver from the earlieſt time of my life, and 
has helped me along, and ſupported in weakneſs, 

ſo that I have been revived through his goodneſs, 


from 


The benevolence of her mind 
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from time to time. 


95 


There is but one power to 
help. The laſt time I attended a public meeting, 
it was the fervent delire of my mind for my 
friends, as well as for myſelf, that we might ſeek 
to experience this only help near.“ To another 
friend ſhe ſaid, Dear friend, truſt in the Lord, 
he never leaves his little ones; no, never, never; 
though outward afflictions happen to the righteous, 
as well as the ungodly, yet light is ſown for the 
righteous, and gladneſs for the upright in heart.” 

It was no ſmall cauſe of comfort to obſerve the 
lively frame of her ſpirit, by which it appeared, 
that thouzh her outward ſtrength decayed, her in-. 
ward ſtrength was renewed day by day. 

She departed this life at Colcheſter on the 8th 
of the Tenth month, 1778, and was buried the 
15th of the fame, in Friends burial-ground there; 


aged eighty-three, and a miniſter about fifty- three 
years. 


\UTHBERT WIGHAM, of Cornwood in 
Northumberland, was educated in the 

way of the church of England, and was in 
his youth addicted to many youthful follies, and 
ſome groſs evils; but it pleaſed God, who is 
rich in mercy towards ſinners, to call him by his 


grace, 
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grace, and reveal his Son in him; whereby, about 
the year 17 34, he was convinced of the bleſſed 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, and received it. 

Being thus brought into deep judgment for his 
tranſgreſſions, and ſenſibly feeling God's wrath 
poured forth, he durſt no longer follow his old 
courles and ways of living; nor durſt longer aſſo- 
ciate with his old companions ; but joined in ſo— 
ciety with the people called Quakers ; and, ſeve- 
ral of his neighbours being about the ſame time 
convinced of the truth, he was made inſtrumental 
of ſettling a meeting in Cornwood, in the year 
1735. 

About a year after his convincement, a diſpen— 
ſation of the goſpel was committed to him, in 
which he laboured faithfully according to the abi- 
lity given. His miniſtry was not with the in- 
viting words of man's wiſdom, but in the power 
and demonſtration of the ſpirit ; and he often had 
to magnify that power that had redeemed his ſou! 
out of the horrible pit of everlaſting darkneſs ; and, 
having known (as he expreſſed it) the terrors of 
the Lord for evil doing, he was earneſtly engaged 
to warn others to take heed to their ways, leſt 
they ſhould bring themſelves under ſuch terrors as 
he had felt; but now, through infinite mercy, was 
releaſed from, and come to the enjoyment of that 
peace which the world cannot give or take away. 

In the year 1753, he took a journey on foot, 
accompanied by a friend, and had many meetings 

among 
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among a people, who were ſtrangers to Friends 
and their principles; and alſo viſited various other 
parts of the North, and ſome parts of Scotland; hav- 
ing meetings in his way at ſeveral places where no 
friends reſided, He was as a nurſing father to 
the young convinced in that day; and open in 
love to receive all in whom any tenderneſs ap- 
peared, whether their ſtation in the world was high 
or low. 

He met with ſome exerciſes and croſs occur- 
rences in his own family, which grieved him much, 
yet he was favoured to outlive all his ſorrows; 
ard though, through age and infirmity of body, his 
natural faculties were much impaired, yet his mind 
appeared to be redeemed out of all evil; and he 
was brought to the innocency of a little child; 
and being perfectly ſenſible of his approaching 
diſſolution, he ſeemed to meet it with cheerfulneſs, 
ſaying, 1 will wait in patience till my change 
come; oh, it is a fine thing to be ready;* and 
indeed the patience and reſignation which ap- 
peared in his countenance evidently denoted 81 
calmneſs and ſerenity of his mind. 

Thus in innocency he finiſhed his courſe, the 
gth of the Second month, 1780, and was buried in 
a piece of ground given by himſelf for a burial- 
ground, in Cornwood ; aged about ſeventy-ſeyen 
years, and a miniſter about forty-three years. 
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ONAH THOMPSON, of Compton, near 


Sherborne, in Dorſetſhire, was born near 
Penrith in Cumberland, about the year 1702. 
He was grandſon of Thomas Lawſon, who, in the 
early times of the ſociety of Friends, was a zea- 
lous advocate for their principles, as his writings 
teſtify, His parents dying while he was young, 
he came under the care of a relation not in reli- 
gious fellowſhip with Friends ; who left him en- 
tirely at his own liberty reſpecting his attendance 
at places of worſhip, and the choice of his religious 
profeſſion. But being, at that early period, im- 
preſſed with divine fear, and a ſenſe of the nature of 
true religion, he was mercifully preſerved. And 
though he had little or no expectations from his 
relations, or view of ſubſiſtence but by his own in- 
duſtry; yet, relying on the protecting care of 
Providence, he had the fortitude, at about the age 
of fourteen, to withſtand offers which were re- 
| peatedly made him of an education at ſchool, and at 
the univerſity, with a view to qualify and provide 
for him as a miniſter of the eſtabliſhed worſhip : 
Which is the more remarkable, as his mind was 
ſtrongly attached to literary purſuits. He has ſince 
frequently remarked, that he was then fully con- 
vinced of the impropriety of ſuch mode of making 


miniſters ; believing none could be truly fo, but 


thofe who were of Chriſt's making, by the call 
and qualifications of bis holy ſpirit, He there- 
fore 
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fore put himſelf apprentice to a friend, at Kendal 
in Weſtmoreland, to learn the trade of a weaver, 
with whom he faithfully ſerved his time; but at 
leiſure hours he proſecuted his ſtudies, and ac- 
quired ſuch a ſhare of learning as qualiſied him to 
undertake the care of a ſchool at Grayrigg in that 
county. From thence he removed to Yatton near 
Briſtol; and on his marriage a few years after, 
he ſettled f in Dorſetſhire, where he moſtly refided 
the remainder of his time. 

There is reaſon to believe, that he was, whilſt 
at Grayrigg, made ſenſible of a call to the work 
of the miniſtry ; on that foundation which in early 
life had appeared to him fo neceſſary ; and for 
which there is no doubt but he was in good mea- 


ſure duly prepared and qualified, throu zh the ope- 


ration of grace upon his own heart; and he foon 
became an able miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt. 
In the year 1728, he paid a religious viſit, in com- 
pany with William Longmire, to moſt of the 
counties in this nation, to his own peace and the 
ſatisfaction of his friends. 

In the year 1750, he viſited the meetings of 
Friends in America, where his labours of love 
were generally acceptable; and ſome years after 
bis return he embarked again for the ſame Conti- 
nent, on which, for ſome time, he took up his 
reſidenee. 

After his fecond return from America, he re- 
ſumed the employment of a ſchoolmaſter. He 
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travelled no long journies from home, but was 3 


diligent attender of the meeting he belonged to, 


and frequently attended the yearly meeting. 

His miniſtry was acceptable to perſons of various 
denominations, being often led to declare the truths 
of the goſpel with great calmneſs and deliberation; 
and with ſuch convincing clearnels, as frequently to 


occaſion many to acknowledge the truth of his 
dectrine. 


For ſome time before his deceaſe, he frequently 


expreſſed his apprehenſions of his approaching end, 
and particularly on a publick folemn occaſion, 
when, after a clear intimation that the time of 
his departure was at hand, he added, in neatly the 
following words: I may ſay with humility, and a 
degree of Chriſtian boldneſs, I have fought a good 
fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have kept the 
faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
Tightevuufneſs incorruptible in heaven.“ 


In his laſt illneſs, he remarked to ſome friends who 


viſited him, that he had lived long enough, his fer- 
vices being over, and had nothing to do but to die, 
having a well-grounded hope that the change would 
be to his advantage ; that on reviewing his paſt life 
he could find but few inſtances in which he could 
have acted better, was he to live his time over. 
again; that he had a great advantage during his 
illneſs, in having a quiet eaſy mind, and no accuſer 
there. And for a near friend and fellow-labourer 


in the goſpel, who took leave of him a few days 


before 
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before his departure, he wiſhed a portion of the 
ſame peace in the decline of life which he then ex- 


perienced. | 
He was preſerved in great compoſure and reſig- 


nation; and, for the moſt part, retained his facul- 
ties to the laſt ; and on the 2iſt of the Fifth month, 
1780, quietly departed this life, His body was 


interred in Friends burtal ground, at Yeovil, on 


the 27th: aged near ſeventy-eight, and a miniſter 
about fifty-five years. 


OBERT HAYWARD, of Suffolk, in 
the early part of his life embraced the tender- 
ing viſitation of the day-ſpring from on high; 
and, according to the diſcoveries thereof to his 
underſtanding, gave up in obedience; and being 
prepared to declare what God had done for his ſou], 
he invited others to taſte and fee how good the 
Lord is to all thoſe that put their truſt in him. 

His labours were often favoured with general 
acceptance where his lot was caſt ; which was for 
the moſt part confined to the county where he 
dwelt, and places adjacent. He was induſtrious 
in his buſineſs, a plain and inoffenſive man in life 
and converſation ; endeavouring, by precept and 

85 13 example, 
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example, to be inſtrumental in promoting the wel- 
fare of all. 

Thus continued the humble engagement of his 
mind to his concluſion; in which the ſame godly 
ſimplicity ſeemed to attend him, 

During the time of his ilIneſs, he was favoured 
with exemplary patience and reſignation, which was 
the means of his ſupport, under the excruciating 
pain which at times he felt; and he would fre- 
quently ſay, The Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhall 
not want grace nor truth; nor any good thing will 
he withhold from them that put their truſt in him: J 
find him near to help me in this the time of my af- 
fliction, and nothing to ſtand in my way. Oh, what 


a comfort it is to thoſe that have done their day's 


work in the day time. I have endeavoured to diſ- 
charge my duty to the beſt of my knowledge: I 


feel peace, ſweet peace, ſuch as the world cannot 
give nor take away.“ 


At times, many friends coming to ſee him, he 


frequently had a word of encouragement to drop 
among them and thoſe about him, and to tell what 
God had done for his foul. He likewiſe had ſeve- 
ral comfortable opportunities with his children and 
grand-children : his earneſt deſires and prayers 
were put up for the young and riſing generation, 
that they might be preſerved in the fear of the 
Lord, ets | 
The nearer the time of his departure approached, 

| the 
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the ſtronger his memory grew; and he ſecmed to 
experience more of the incomes of divine favour ; 
and, like a well watered garden, he was freſh and 
green to the laſt. 

A few hours before his cloſe he had a fainting fit, 
and thoſe about him thought him gone ; but after a 
while he revived, and, like good old Jacob, gave his 
children his bleſſing, and ſaid, that he ſhould that 
night ſleep in the arms of his heavenly Father.” 

He was ſenſible to the laſt, and departed this life 
with great compoſure, and full aſſurance of happi- 
neſs, being full of days and full of peace, the 24th 
of the Tenth month, 1780, and was buried in 
Friends burial ground at Lynn, in Norfolk : aged 
eighty-five years; and a miniſter near fifty years. 


LIZABETH HOLME of Newcaſtle upon 

Tyne, was the daughter of Anthony and 
Dorothy Wilſon, and born at Highwray, near 
Hawkſhead, in Lancaſhire. She was favoured 
with a religious education, and in her youth her 
mind was impreſſed with the fear of God. She 
was often drawn into retirement, and a watchful 
ſtate of mind. Thus ſhe attained a growth in reli- 
gious experience, and about the thirty- fourth year 
of her age, was concerned to bear teſtimony to the 
| | efficacy 
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efficacy of that divine principle which ſhe herſelf 
had felt: in which ſervice ſhe grew, and in com- 
pany with Lydia Lancafter, viſited the meetings of 
Friends in Ireland and Scotland. 

After her marriage with Reginald Holme, ſhe 
viſited various parts of this nation; and in her ſta- 
tion of a wife, ſhe conducted herſelf with prudence 
and propriety ; and, being preſerved in watchful- 
neſs, ſuffered not her temporal concerns to hinder 
her ſervices in the church. 

Her laſt illneſs was ſhort, ſcarely ten days, moſt 
of which time ſhe kept her bed, appearing to be 
under great bodily weakneſs, but not much pain, 
and bright in her underſtanding to the laſt. 

To a friend who came to fee her, at parting, ſhe 
ſaid, * Remember me affectionately to thy huſband, 
and let him remember me when he draws near | the 
throne of grace}, that I may paſs through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, and be enabled to put off 
the robe of mortality and put on immortality, full 
of glory; and, I truſt, to enjoy a part of that 
portion that is laid up for the faithful; for ſuch I 
have endeavoured to be, according to the ability 
given: I have nothing ſtands before me. I do 
not clearly ſee this is the finiſhing ſtroke, but every 
ſtroke draws nearer and nearer ; but in this I have 
no will, but ſtand ready, and in patience wait till 
his own time.” 

Her daughter ſitting by her, ſhe ſaid, Oh, ſweet 
peace, what an enjoyment it is in this weak neſs. 

| I have 
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1 have diſcharged my duty to God and his people 
in this place.“ 

A near friend calling to ſce her, he ſaid, Thou 
haſt laboured faithfully amongſt us, and we fhall 
have a great want of thy company.“ She ſaid, © I 
have ſoz I hope it may be as bread caſt on the 
waters, that may ariſe many days hence.“ At 
another time ſhe ſaid, * I thought I had been going, 
but it ſeems as if the people held me, not fo willing 
to let me go as I am myſelf. Ob, that every link 
of this chain was maden that I might lie down in 
peace for evermore.” 

J he morning before ſhe died; being Fifth day, 
her daughter ning by her, the ſaid, © I may ſay 
with king Hezekiah, the hand of the Lord is upon 
me, I am waiting for my change.* And after 
aſking, Is thy huſband gone to meeting?“ ſhe 
added, I wiſh it may be a refreſhing ſeaſon to him, 
and all the living members aſſembled this day, with 
whom my ſpirit unites, and craves the canopy of 
divine love may overſhadow their minds, and 
ſtrengthen for the work's ſake.“ After a pauſe, ſhe 
ſaid to her daughter, * My dear, thy company is 
precious to me in this affliction, and thy huſband's, 
which I dearly love. O Lord, let us taſte of thy 
goodneſs, that we may be refreſhed.” 

She quietly departed this life the gth of the 
Second month, 1781, and was interred on the 12th, 
in Friends burial ground in Newcaſtle : aged near 
feventy-eight, and a miniſter forty-four years. 


THOMAS 
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HOMAS GAWTHORP, of Preſton 
Patrick, in Weſtmoreland, was born of honeſt 
parents, of our religious profeſſion, at Skipton in 
Yorkſhire, in the year 1709. His father dying 
when he was young, he was put apprentice to a 
man near Leeds, not of our profeſſion ; and, meet- 
ing with ſevere treatment during his ſervice, to free 
bimſelf therefrom, he was induced, towards the 
concluſion of the term, to enliſt into the army, in 
which he continued about five years. 
Whilſt in that ſervice, being, by permiſſion, on 
a viſit to his relations at Skipton, he attended a 
meeting there, at which he was effectually reached, 
by the powerful teſtimony of Mary Slater*; and 
from that time attended Friends meetings, when 
opportunities offered ; and though he laboured 
under great exerciſe of mind, on account of his 
ſituation, yet he was not free to have his diſ- 
charge purchaſed, fearing how he might ſtand his 
ground; but one of his officers, obſerving his diſſa- 
_ tisfaction with the way of life he was in, made him 
an offer of his diſcharge, on his returning the money 
he had received when he enliſted, which, after ſolid 
. conſideration, he accepted; and paying the money 
ſo ſoon as he had earned by his induſtry ſufficient 
for that purpoſe, he obtained his diſcharge, and re- 
turned to Skipton, the place of his birth, 


For an account of whom ſce vol, iii. of J. Kendal's edition, 
p. 169. | | 


During 
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During his reſidence there, which was not long, 
he came forth in publick teſtimony. From thence 
he removed to Kendal, and ſoon after accompanied 
a friend on a religious viſit into Scotland, 

After his return he married a young woman of 
a reſpectable family, belonging to Preſton Patrick 
monthly meeting, and ſettled within the faid meet- 
ing, a few miles from Kendal, where he continued 
to reſide, when at home, to the time of his deceaſe. 

His mind being devoted to the ſervice of his 


great Maſter, and obedient to the manifeſtations of 


truth, he grew in the gift received, and became a 
deep and able miniſter of the goſpel ; diligently 
labouring in the openings of life, for the exaltation 
of truth in the hearts of the people; unto whom, 


from an inward ſenſe of their ſtates, he had often 


cloſe pertinent doctrine to deliver; not in the 
wiſdom of man, nor the eloquence of words, but in 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and with the demon- 
ſtration of divine authority, reaching the witneſs 
in the hearts of many. He, nevertheleſs, often 
found it his place, not to feed, but to famiſh, the 
eager deſire in the minds of the people after words; 
by ſetting them an example of humble and awful 
worſhip in ſolemn filence. 

He was exemplary in his diligent attendance of 
our religious meetings, and in a circumſpect con- 


duct among men, in the neceſſary management of 


his outward concerns, 
He was fiequently engaged to leave his family 
and 
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and worldly affairs, to pay religious viſits to Friends 
in different parts, having ſeveral times viſited divers 
parts of this nation, Scotland, and Ireland. He 
alſo viſited Friends in America four different times: 
in all which labours of love we have reaſon to be- 
lieve he diſcharged his duty honeſtly, and was 
made inſtrumental in the great Maſter's hand to 
the ſtirring up the pure mind in many. 

He was alto frequently engaged in viſiting 
friends families, and enabled to ſpeak pertinently 
to the ſtates of individuals. 

In his third viſit to America, he was particularly 
concerned on account of the hard and ſuffering 
ſtate of the poor negroes, and we believe his 
labours on behalf of that oppreſſed people were of 
ſervice. 

Upon his return from his laſt viſit to America, 
he was much reduced in his bodily ſtrength ; but 
his mind ſeemed centred in peace, being covered 
with innocency and ſweetneſs, and patiently waiting 
for his change; having an evidence that his days 
work was nearly accompliſhed, 

He attended the meeting to which he belonged, 


under great bodily infirmity, though at a conſi- 


derable diſtance, until he was wholly confined. He 
departed this life the 29th of the Ninth month, 
1781, and was interred the 4th of the Tenth 


month following, in Friends burial ground at 


Preſton Patrick; aged about ſeyenty-one, and a 
miniſter e years. 


His 
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His friends of Weſtmoreland, in their teſtimony 
concerning him, ſay, We doubt not but his con- 
cluſion was a happy releaſe from the conflicts and 
deep exerciſes attending his pilgrimage here; and 
that he is gathered to the juſt of all generations, to 
xeap the reward of his labours. 


| 


| 
| 


ABEL WIGHAM, a member of New- 

caſtle meeting, was the daughter of Cuth- 
bert Wigham, of whom an account has been given 
at page 95, and was about fix years of age when 
her parents were convinced, and a meeting ſettled 
at Cornwood, the place of her father's abode. 

In her youth the diſcovered a warm affe<ion for 
Friends, and, as ſhe expreſſed to ſome of her near 
friends, tender defires were raiſed in her mind, 
aſter an inward acquaintance with that life and 
virtue which ſhe was favoured to hear livingly teſ- 
tified of by her worthy father, and many other 
friends, who at that time, were concerned to viſit 
that meeting; and, being in a good degree pre- 
ſerved in an innocent frame of mind, and attending 
to the reproofs of inſtruction that ſhe might be 
fxvoured to find the way of life, ſhe was often 
drawn into ſolitary places, to pour forth her ſuppli- 
cations before the Lord : that he would, in mercy, 


KR make 
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make himſelf known to her as the good Shepherd 
of Iſracl ; whoſe voice ſhe might hear and diſtin- 
guiſh from the voice of the ſtranger. 

The fruits of her humble ſeeking ſtate of mind 
ſoon diſcovered itſelf in her growth in ardent love 
to Truth and Friends, and in her great deſires to 
attend our religious meetings and opportunities of 
worſhip at home, as alſo monthly and quarterly 
meetings: in all which ſhe was a good example, 
by her ſilent, humble waiting upon the Lord; 
where often in much brokenneſs of ſpirit, ſhe 
dropped her filent tears, and the good effects 
thereof was manifcited in the reach it had on 
others preſent. 

A few years after her marriage to Thomas 
Wigham, of Limeſtone in Cornwood, ſhe appeared 
in teſtimony in a few words, which were ſweet 
and favoury; and, by humbly depending on the 
Lord for renewed ſtrength, ſhe came to experience 
a growth in her gift; and was drawn forth to viſit 
the churches, for which ſervice ſhe was qualified 
in a particular manner, being, truly, a daughter 


of conſolation. For notwithſtanding her temporal 


concerns, having a large family, and being only in 
low circumſtances, ſhe firmly truſted in the Lord 
who called her, and freely leſt all and followed 
him: often ſaying » © The Lord is my Shepherd, I 
ſhali not want. 

After her return from . the meetings in 
London, about the Sixth month, 1779, her health 


became 
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became impaired, and a gradual decay took place, 
ſo that ſhe was confined for many weeks ; but her 
ſtrength reviving, ſhe got out to meetings again 
for ſome time, where ſhe had cloſe and deep 
ſervice; and, tor change of air, ſhe went into her 
native county, which gave her an opportunity of 
viſiting her near relations; much to their ſatis- 
faction, and her own peace and comfort; and of 
taking a laſt farewel ot her friends and neighbours 
in that county, 

After her return from Cornwood, her diſorder 
made great progreſs, and waſted her faſt; and ſhe 
was not able to get to meetings after. 

During her confinement, ſeveral of her friends 
went to viſit her, in which many precious oppor- 
tunities were witneiled, to the melting and hum- 
bling their ſpirits before the Lord; ſo that they 
could truly ſay, the Prince of Peace was there. 

She bore her ilinefs wich exemplary fortitude 
and reſignation z and with a cheerful compoſure 
ſhe mentioned her diſſolution; and often ſaid, 
Abe way ſeems clear, and I have no doubt if the 
laſt confl & was over, but I ſhall be admitted to 
my Maſter's reft, and the joy of the Lord.“ 

Much ſeaſonable and tender advice ſhe gave to 
her children, encouraging them to ſeek and ſerve 
the Lord in their youth; and that if they were 
chiefly concerned to attain heavenly treaſure, the 
Lord would provide for their bodies; adding, On 
what ſatisfaction and peace I feel, in having dedi- 
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cated my youthful days in ſeeking the Lord, and 
free:y ſpending myſelf in his ſervice,” 

As ſhe lived, fo ſhe died; in love, peace, and 
unity with her brethren. She departed this life 
without a ſigh, the gth of the Eleventh month, 
1781; and her remains were interred at Newcaſtle 


on Tyne, the 13th of the ſame, aged fifty-two, and 


a miniſter twenty-Ave years. 


Some expreſſions of the late ROBERT PRYOR, 
of London, committed to writing by his brother 
John Pryor, who attended him in his laſt illneſs. 


OR ſome months before his death, his uſual 
ſtate of health was altered, and ſigns of infir- 
mity appęared, which continued to increaſe upon 
him, and at lenzth terminated in a ſettled decline. 
One day, ſpeaking to me about his will, he faid, 


that ſome might think he had given a great deal 
away from his children; but he was more afraid of 
their having tco much than too little: as he had 


ſcen great riches do much hurt, eſpecially in our 

ſociety. He wiſhed his children to be brought up 

plain, and the boys to be put apprentices to ſober 
honelt triends. 

One time, on taking leave of his ſon Robert, 

| whe 
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who had been up to ſee him, he deſired him to be a 
good boy, and to ſpeak the truth, and to keep to- 
the plain language, and not to aſſociate with bad 
boys, but chooſe the beſt for his companions. At 
another time he faid, Brother, I hope I do not 
repine, though I am afraid leſt I ſhould, I have 
my low times, leſt it ſhouid not be well with me. 
Sometimes I think it may be the enemy that ſtrives 
to diſturb me.” Speaking of his being reſigned to 
the will of Providence, he ſaid, What ſignifieth 
it, whether I die now, or twenty years hence ? 
though it I look back, my time appears to have 
been very ſhort.” 

One day he ſaid, Dear brother, do not be too 
anxious after the things of this world, for my inor- 
dinate deſire to accumulate wealth, has been a 
heavy burthen to me : no one knows what I have 
ſuffered on that account. He further ſaid, that 
his having been ſo ſolicicrous after the world, had 
wade him but a dwaif in religion ; and that if it 
had pleaſed the Lord to have ſpared his fe, he 
thought he ſhould have found it his place to have 
endeavoured to be a more uſeful member in the 
ſociety; and to have expended more of his income 
in charitable ute: that the love of money, and 
an inord nate deſire after wealth, had pierced him 
through with many ſorrows. 

One aiternoon his nephew came to aſk him how 
he did: upon his taking leave, after ſitting ſome. 
time in ſilence, he deſired him to keep conſtantly 
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meetings, to love Friends company, and not to 
launch out into the vanitics of this world, or aſlo- 
Clate with thoſe that were likely to draw him aſide ; 
reminding him chat there would be an end, which 
would overtake us all; and that we ought always 
to be prepared. 

One time going to bed, he deſired me to ſhut 
the door, ſaying, taat it was his deſire to ſupplicate, 
which he di] on his knees, begging the Lord not 
to leave him, but be with him in the trying 
moment, and grant him a ſafe and ealy paſſage into 
his glorious kingdom; hoping he would accept his 
late repei:tance, which he truſted was ſincere, 
though upon a dying bed. The next morning, as 
J ftood by his bedſide, he ſpoke to me as follows: 
© Brother, J have been in a quict fleep, and had a 
comfortable viſion. I thought I had a foreſight of 
that glorious kingdom, where all is peace, ference, 
and quiet! Such a proſpect as I had never before 
ſeen, and ſuch as no tongue can expreſs, the glory 
of that Kingdom! 

At another time, exprefling the ſat! cfidion he 
had in my being with him, he defired that I would 
not leave him when the event happened; and re- 
quetied to be buried in a plain way, and to be 
carried into the meeting houſe, as he had ſeen the 
uſe of thoſe meetings, | 

One morning afking him if he was free from 
pain, he anſwered, that he felt only violent oppreſ- 
nion; that when the Lord pleaſed to releaſe him, 


he 
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he believed he was ready; but hoped to wait the 
appointed time with patience : adding, he was 
as Clear in bis intellects as ever. What a favour | 
and that he was permitted to get home, and 
ſettle his atlas, was a great favour; but above 
all, that which he ſaw in his viſion |! 

He ſaid, that it appeared clear to him, that the 
lefs Friends talked about news, and interfered in 
politicks, the better. He thought they did not 
belong to them. He uſed to read the newſpapers 
when at Brifto!, to divert himſelf; but left it off, 
finding his time better employed in reading the 
_ Scriptures, | 

On taking a little refreſhment, he ſaid, What 
a favour it is thus to be waited upon, and to have 
every thing this world can afford, to alleviate, or 
Mill, the pains of the body! We have ſo much 
the more to be accountable for.“ One evening, 
upon my aſking him how he did, he ſaid that he 
lay pretty eaſy, and was quiet in his mind; he 
thought he had a well-grounded hope, that all 
would be well with him; and that if it ſhould 
pleaſe the Lord to take him into his glorious king- 
dom, what a happy change it would be! 

One evening he fail, that he did not know what 
to think of that night; he had praycd ſo often to 
be releaſed, he was ready to ſear leſt he had 
offended : he ſhould be very thankful to be releaſed 

from his ſufferings; yet hoped he could ſay, as 
that good man, Iſaac Sharples, had expreſied in 
prayer 
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prayer at his bedſide, “ Thy will be done, O 


Lord, in earth, as it is done in heaven.“ After 
this he continued remarkably ſtill and calm, with 
much. ſerenity in his countenance, taking litle 
notice, but appearing wholly fixed on the greateſt 
of all objects. 

On the ſeventh day before his deceaſe, he noticed 
thoſe about him more than he had done ſome days 
before; and his ſiſter coming in the afternoon 


(whom he had often expreſſed a delire to fee) he 


mentioned it to me, as a great favour, to be per- 
mitted to live to ſee all his near friends; which 
being done, it ſeemed as if he had every with 
gratified, 

He continued in the ſame calm, compoſed ſtate 


of mind, growing weaker and weaker, yet {enfible 
to the laſt; having his deſire granted of an eaſy 


paſſage, I have no doubt, into that clorious king= 
dom, of which, he expreſſed, he had a forctalte. ' 

He departed this life, at his houſe in Budge-row, 
the 16th of the Seventh month, 1782, aged about 
thirty-ſeven years; and, after a ſolemn meeting at 
Graeechurch ſtreet, was interred in Friends burial 
ground, Bunhill Fields, the twenty-firſt of the 
fame. 
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CHIN SCOTT, of Amwell, in Hertfordſhire, 
l was favoured with ſtrength of body, and an 
active and vigorous mind. He was eſteemed 

regular and moral in his conduct, and extenſive in 
| his knowledge, being remarkably diligent and 
attentive in promoting works of publick utility; in 
atiiling individuals in caſes of difficulty; and in 
the conciliation of differences. Notwithſtanding 
thoſe qualifications, there is reaſon to believe he 
frequently experienced the convictions of the Spirit 
of ruth for not faithfully following the Lord, and 
adhering to the croſs of Chriſt; by which true 
believers are Crucihed to the world, and the world 
to them. 

During the yearly meeting at London, in the 
year 1783; he attended many of the meetings for 
worſhip; and appeared to be more religiouſly con- 
cerned than for ſome years preceding. 

On the 1ſt of the Twelfth month he was ſeized 
with a fever, and expecting it would bring on his 
end, he was greatly humbled in ſpirit, expreſſing a 
ſenſe of the happineſs of the righteous in futurity 
but, being convinced of his own low and unpre- 
pared ſtate, he ſaid, he was unworthy of the loweſt 
place in the heavenly manſions, but hoped he 
ſhould not be a companion of accurſed and wrath- 
ful ſpirits. 

In the early part of his ilIneſs he diſcourſed with 
his wite concerning ſome outward affairs: parti- 

cularly 
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cularly deſiring that his only and beloved daughter 
might be brought up among Friends. ; 

Notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the diſtemper, 
he was favoured with a clear and unimpaired 
underſtanding : and the exerciſe of his ſpirit 
ſeemed to be almoſt continual for peace and recon- 
ciliation with his Maker; having a hope, that if it 
ſhould pleaſe the Lord to ſpare him; he ſhould be- 
come a new man; but in much diffidence he 
expreſſed a fear, leſt the old things ſhould again 
prevail. He alſo ſaid to the perſon who attended 
him, that he had been too proud ; yet he had 
been remarkably eaſy of acceſs to perſons in low 
circumſtances. | | 

Speaking frequently of his brother, and expreſſing 
a defire to ſee him, on the th of the Twelfth 
month a fpecial meſſenger was ſent to Hertford 
from Ratcliff, where he lay ill, requeſting his 
attendance there. Bis brother, on being informed 


next morning by letter of his continued ſolicitude 


to ſee him, reached his huuſe at Ratcliff about four 
that afternoon. Being introduced to his bedſide, 
on aſking him how he did, he anſwered, © Very 


bad; I wanted to ſee thee, I had a great deal to 


ſay to thee, but I fear now I cannot.“ What 
afterwards paſſed between them was as follows: 
After a ſhort ſpace of ſilence, John Scott begun 
to ſpeak with a voice full of power. © I wanted 
to ſee thee, to tell thee, that I have nothing to truſt 
to but the bleſſed Jeſus; and that if I die, I do not 

ES | die 
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die an unbeliever. If I die, I die a believer, and 
have nothing to truſt to, but mere unmerited 
mercy.“ Finding him brought down as from the 
© clefts of the rocks, and the heights of the hills, 
into the valley of deep humiliation,” his brother 
rejoiced in ſpirit, and ſpake comfortably to him 
expreſſing the deeply humiliating views he fre- 
quently had of his own ſtate, J. Scott replied, Oh! 
if it is ſo with thee, how mult it be with me, who 
have been the chief of finners!' The inſufficiency 
of ſelf- righteouſneſs being mentioned, * Oh!” ſaid 
he, with great carneltneſs, * righteouſneſs ! I have 
no righteouſneſs, nor any thing to truſt to, but 
the bleſſed Jetus, and his merits.“ Pauſing awhile, 
he proceeded, * There is ſomething within me 
which keeps me from deſpairing, I dare not 
deipair, although I have as much reaſon to deſpair 
as any one; were it not for him who ſhewed 
mercy to the thief upon the croſs. The thief upon 
the croſs, and Peter who denied his Maſter, are 
much before me.“ Being adviſed to truſt in the 
Lord, he replied, I have none elſe to truſt in.“ 
© Oh!” ſaid he, © the Saviour, he is the way, and 
there is no other; I now ſee there is no other; 
Oh the Saviour ! I have done too much againſt 
him ; and it I live I hope I ſhall be able to let the 
world know it, and that in many reſpects my mind 
is altered. But I dare not make reſolutions.“ His 
brother mentioning former times, and the days of 
his youth, in which they frequently converſed 
| about, 
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about, and were both clearly convinced of, the 
neceſſity of inward and exper mental piety, he 
anſwered, I was then very detic:ent, but I have 
ſince been much more ſhaken.“ Viſiting the ſick 
in a formal cuſtomary manner being repreſented as 
unprofitable, he replied, On! it is not a time 


to be ſolicitous abcut forms! Here is a ſcene 


indeed, enough to bring down the grandeur of 
many, if they could fee it. I buoyed mylelt up 
with the hope of many days.“ Recommen.ing 
him to the great object, Chriſt within, the hope 
of glory, to which his mind was meaſurably turned, 
his brother ſeemed to withdraw, on which he 
claſped his hand, and took a ſoemn farewel. 

He continued in mutab'lity about two days 
longer, altogether in a calm and rational ſtate. 
About twelve hours before his deceaſe, his ſpeech 
much faltered ; but by ſome broken expreſſions, it 


appeared that the religious concern of his mind 


was continued. 

On the 12th day of the Twelfth month, 1783, 
he departed this life, in remarkable quiein: fs, 
without ſigh or groan; and was buried in Friends 


burying ground, at Ratcliff, on the 18th, being 
nearly fifty- four years of age, 
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A ſhort Narrative of ISAAC SHARPLES, late 
of Hitchin, written by himſelf ſometime before 
his Deceaſe: to which are added, ſome of his 
Expreſſions a little before his end. 


EING now about the Soth year of my age, 
it is in my mind to leave ſome few hints of 
the Lord's tender dealings with me from my youth 
to this time, for the information and encourage- 
ment of thoſe I may leave b-hind me. I was born 
near Preſcot in Lancaſhire, about the year 1702; 
my parents, William and Phebe Sharples, being 
members of that meeting. My mother died about 
three years after, leaving fix children, who, by her 
removal, were ſubjected to much hardſhip. My 
father, for want of keeping his place, forfeited his 
unity with Friends, by which the family became 
_ diſperſed, and none of us continued in the ſociety. 
When I was about twelve years of age, by the 
perſuaſion of ſome of my father's relations, I was 
ſprinkled at Ormſkirk; from which time I conti- 
nued to frequent the publick worſhip, until I joined 
Friends. At about fourteen I was placed out ap- 
prentice to a taylor, where I ſuffered much ; but 
my maſter, to whom I was bound, not having 
ſufficient employment for me, after I had ſerved 
about half my time, turned me over to a friend for 
the remainder of the term, whereby I got ſome 
relief. And in this family they would often be 
L 


ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of my mother, who was eſteemed a 

valuable friend. 
Having now frequent opportunity of being in 
friends company, and obſerving their regular lives 
and converſation, it gave me a ſecret liking 
towards them; but looking upon mylelf to be a 
ſettled member of the eſtahliſhed church (fo called), 
and there being moſt liberty for worldly indulgence, 
1 endeavoured to ſatisfy myſelf in that way as long 
as I could; being often ſtrongly tempted by youth- 
ful luſts alter the common evils that are in the 
world; yet I was mercifully preſerved from the 
groſſer part thereof. At length it pleaſed the Lord, 
who had long followed me by his ſecret rebukes, 
to break in upon my ſoul by his powerful love, and 
awakening viſitations, to ſhew me, that was not 
my reſt, becauſe it was polluted. My preſent ſtate 
and condition being now clearly laid open to my 
views, by the light that ſhined into my dark heart, 
I ſaw fin to be exceeding ſinful, and that it was 
that which ſeparated me from my God, and cauſed 
him to withhold good things from me. I was alſo 
favoured to ſee my great loſs of time, and neglect 
of duty, and how far I was behind in my day's 
work : for although the Lord was pleaſed to wink 
at the time of ignorance, yet now I found his call 
and command was to repentance, and amendment 
of life. And when I ſet my heart to ſeek him, I 
met with great inward oppoſition from the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil, who aſſaulted me with 
manifold 
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manifold temptations. But for ever magnified be 
my gracious God, he made good the ſaying of our 
bleſied Saviour, « My Father is greater than al!, 
and none ſhall be able to pluck you out of my 
Father's hands.” Thus, although I was like one 
caſt out and forſaken, and in great meaſure deſtitute 
of thoſe natural advantages many are favoured with 
(my education being low), yet, in this ſtate of 
weakneſs and ignorance, the Lord took me under 
his care and protection. | 

When out of my apprenticeſhip, having but 
few friends or relations that took much notice of 
me, I concluded to travel in the way of my trade, 
and went to London, where I worked ſome time. 
Afterwards I proceeded weſtward by way of 
Oxford, Cirenceſter, and Briſtol, intending to 
travel through the weſtern counties, and return 
again to London. But I had not gone far from 
Briſtol, before kind Providence, watching over me 
tor my good, mercifully interpoſed, directing my 
way in his wiflom ; he was pleaſed to put a ſtop 
to my roving mind, and to convince me of the 
truth of that ſaying, „It is not in man that 
walketh to direct his own iteps.”” 

Meeting with employment in my trade in the 
county of Somerſet, and being convinced of the 
blcfled Truth, I ſettled amongſt Friends, and con- 
tinued in that part of the country ſome years 
when, about the year 1724, my mouth was firſt 
opened in the work of the miniſtry at a meeting at 


L 2 Claverham 
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Claverham in the ſaid county, which I attended 
tor ſome years, before I went much abroad. Aiter 
my ſtay here about twelve years, I entered into a 
married ſtate with Eſther Thurſton, of Thornbury 
in Glouceſterſhire, widow, where I then ſettled. 


We lived together in true unity about five years, 


when ſhe was removed from me by death. During 
my reſidence here, the Lord laid a concern upon 
me to pay a religious viſit to divers northern coun- 
ties, and Scotland, alſo South and North Wales 
with which I acquainted my friends, and having 
their concurrence and certificate, I ſet forward, 
endeavouring to look with a ſingle eye to my 
good guide, who was pleaſed to enable me to per- 
form this ſervice to my own comfort, and the 
ſatisfaction of my friends: for which, and for his 
preſervation and care over me every way unto this 
time, I bow the knee of my foul to my gracious 
and merciful God. Although I ſometimes ſet out 
in great inward poverty, yet I was ſecretly ſup- 
ported by an inviſible hand, that I could truly ſay, 
the Lord was my ſhepherd, and bountifully ſupplied 
all my wants, ſo as many times to make my cup 
run over, filling my heart with his love; that I 
can now ſay, What ſhall I render to the Lord for 


all his benefits, who has been my morning light, 


and I humbly hope will be my evening ſong ? 
After this journey I continued at Thornbury 

about five years longer, viſiting the meetings of my 

friends in molt of the weſtern and northweſt coun- 
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ties, as the Lord was pleaſed to open my way. 
And about the ycar 1743, a concern was laid upon 


me to vilit the principal towns in the county of 


Devon, where there were no friends; and not- 
withſtanding the undertaking looked difficult and 
arduous, yet as I was preſerved in a faithful 
obedience to the Lord's requirings, he who put 
me forth was pleafed to go before me in ſuch a 
manner, that notwithſtanding it was ſometimes 
attended with very cloſe exercife, yet through his 
divine aſſiſtance I was enabled to perform this 
jervice to a good degree of fa isfaction, and to 
meet with no oppoſition ; except in one place from 
an angry prieſt. At ſeveral towns I had meetings 
in the ſtreets and market-houſes. I afterwards 
went into Dorſetſhire and Hampſhire, and pafled 
over the Iſle of Jerſey, in company with my triend 
Jeremiah Waring. 
1744. This year I viſited Ireland. 

1745. Viſited feveral weſtern counties as far as 
Cornwall, and the circular yearly-meeting there. 

1746. This year JI entered a ſecond time into 
a married ſtate with Mary, daughter of Toſ-ph 
and Mary Ranfom, of Hitchin in Hertfordthire, 
where I then ſettled, She has been a true hel; 
meet to me, we having now lived together in great 
unity about thirty-ſix years, 

After my marriage I viſited mot of the coun- 


ties of England and Wales, at different times, as 


the Lord was pleaſed to open my way, and enable 
L 3 | me 
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me for it; through all which I have to acknow- 
ledge with thankfulneſs to my God, in whoſe 
ſervice I went forth, that I lacked nothing, but 
was wonderfully . preſerved and ſupported 3 yet 
have nothing to glory in but that arm that was 
made bare for my help, and have done no more 
than was my duty to do. I have had many publick 
ſervices in barns and other places, where there 
were no friends fettled, and have attended many 
marriages and burials not herein particularly 
noticed : and under an humbling ſenſe of the 
Lord's goodneſs, I can now look back with ſatis- 
faction and thankfulneſs to him who has enabled 
me ſo far to do my day's work in the day-time ; 
and am now favoured in my old age to drink of 
that rock, out of which flow the iſſues of life; ſo 
what now, through his merciful aid, I can ſet up 
my Ebenezer, and ſay, Hitherto the Lord has 
helped me. 

I was called into the vineyard when young, and 
have ever ſince found work enough to do, either 
in digging, watering, or pruning : it not being a 
time for ſlothſul ſervants, nor will it do to put 
that candle, which has been lighted in us, under a 
bed or a buſhel, The Lord did not find me out 
amongſt the wite and prudent of this world; but 
he took me trom the ſtones of the ſtreet, where, 
in his wiſdom and goodneſs, he has often raiſed up 
children to Abraham. I have now to rejoice my 


_ day's work is ſo near a happy cloſe, having now 


only 
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only patiently to wait my appointed time, until my 
change ſhall come. | 

Here ends the account our dear friend gives of 
himſelf: what follows is extracted from the 
teſtimony of Baldock monthly meeting concerning 
him. 

When, through the infirmities attending old age, 
he was rendered incapable of going far from home, 
he diligently attended his own and neighbouring 
meetings, frequently appearing therein in ſhort 
but lively exhortations, endeavouring to ſtir up the 
minds of friends to a faithful attention to their 
duty. He had a ſpirit of diſcerning beyond many, 
and an excellent gift in the diſcipline of the 


church, having a clear ſight of the inſufficiency of 


the outward form, without the influence of the 
divine power to ſupport it to edification, His 
miniſtry was plain and powerful, often reaching 
the witneſs of truth in the hearts of his hearers. 

In ſupplication he was inward and weighty, an 
awful ſolemnity covering his ſpirit, whereby he was 
frequently favoured with near acceſs to the throne 
of Divine Grace, 

An innocent cheerfulneſs, tempered with gravity, 
adorned his converſation, and his conduct was a 
pattern of meekneſs, moderation, and love, which 
gained him general eſteem. Thus perſevering in 
true watchfulneſs, the language of the apoſtle 
(which he was known frequently to repeat) may 
be truly adopted concerning him, “Our rejoicing 

18 
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is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in 
ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly 
wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we have had 
our converſation in the world.” 

In his laſt illneſs, being ſenſible his end was 
approaching, he expreſſed himſelf after this manner: 


feel my natural faculties fail much; I deſire 


to be content with the Lord's will, and to wait all 
the days of my appointed time, until my change 
{hall come; and it is pleaſant to think I draw ſo 
n:ar the end of my race, and can now ſet up my 
Ebenezer, and ſay, Hitherto the Lord has been 
my ſhield, and exceeding great reward. 

At another time a few friends fitting by him, he 
ſaid, © I find my body advancing apace towards 
its diſlolution 3 but death is no king of terrors to 
me, I hope I ſhall be ready for my final change: 
and although our meeting in this place is but ſmall, 
it affords me a ſecret ſatisfaction to ſee the forming 


hand at work in ſome of our youth, and that they 


are meaſurably called into ſervice ; which I hope 
they will give up to. The world, and the things 
of it, has lain too near, and hurt the growth of 
ſome who might have made further advances, had 
they not been hindered thereby, 

He was favourcd to feel very little pain, his 
complaint being a gradual decay of nature. He 
kept his bed about two or three days, during which 
time he ſaid but little, although he ſeemed quite 
ſenfible to the laſt, About an kour before his en4 
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turned himſelf in his bed, and ſeemed to fall into 
Heep; departing quietly without ſigh or groan, 
the 18th day of the Fifth month, 1784, about the 
eighty-ſecond year of his age, and a miniſter 
about ſixty years. 

Thus, our dear and worthy friend, after a long 
and well-ſpent life, finiſhed his courſe, and we 
doubt not, hath entered that glorious immortality 
of reſt and peace prepared for the righteous, His 
remains were interred in Friends burial ground at 


Hitchin the 23d. 


OHN FISHER, of Youghall, being taken 
unwell, and his diſorder increaſing, he had two 
friends called up early on Second-day morning, 
the 14th of Second month, 1785, to get his will 
made, and to give ſome directions about his affairs; 
which, when done, he ſeemed to give himſelf up, 
and lament leaving his poor wife and children. A 
friend aſking him about the ſtate of his mind, 
whether he had any uneaſineſs that way, he an- 
ſwered, © Indeed he had, and would not conceal 
it: and bewailed his neglect while health was 
afforded, to make the neceſſary preparation, for 
ſuch a time as that; and an uneaſineſs on the 
latter account increaſing, he dropt many expreſ- 
ſions, 
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ſions, lamenting his backwardneſs in duty. He 
alſo particularly regretted loſing his father fo 
young, and the want of the tender tuition of a 
religious mother; which if he had been favoured 
with, he thought he ſhould have done better; that 
he had not been undutiful to ber; nor did ſhe 

want natural affection to him; yet he plainly ſaw 
he had been left too much to himſelf when young, 
and kept a ſtranger to his beſt friends, whom he 
faid he did not know till lately; and ſpoke ſeveral 
times of his children, fearing they would ſuffer 
loſs for want of his care, if he ſhould be removed 
from them; recommended the care of them to 
ſome friends then preſent ; and repeatedly deſired 
that they might be brought up in plainneſs, as it 
was his choice to have them decent and plain. 

On Fourth-dav morning he was earneſt to have 


a doctor ſent for, who had attended him and was 


gone to the country, aſter which he appeared to be 
mere alarmed and uncaſy at his own ſtate, ſaid, © it 
was ſounded in my ears,” © Set thy houſe in order 
for thou ſhalt die, and not live ;** and continued in 
great diſtreſs for ſome time. Being deſirous to ſe: 
as many of his relations as were in the houſe, 
| ſeveral were called to him. When they came he 
ſaid, © My dear friends and relations, TI love you in 
the bowels of affection, and have called you to tell 
you that I am ſummoned to appear before the great 


Judge; I have been negligent in my duty, and. 


deſire that you with me may beſeech him to have 


mercy 
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mercy on me; I have a ray of hope that he will 
admit me into ſome corner of his kingdom, The 
doctors coming in, interrupted him, and he ſaid, 
©] had rather they would let me die in peace, I 
heped to have a comfortable little meeting with 
you ; but perhaps we may have it when they are 
gone z* after which he ſtill ſeemed in great diſtreſs, 
and on friends coming into his room, he faid to 
{everal of them, with a voice that denoted much 
uneaſineſs and fear, that he was going bervre the 
great Judge; and uttered many things, lamenting 
his backwardneſs in duty, and neglect in ſeeking 
an acquaintance with God. He deſired friends 
preſent to retire inward, and pray for him; and 


after a ſhort pauſe addreſſed himſelf to one, and 


aſked what he thought of him, deſiring he would 
ſpe.ik his mind; who anſwering that he did not 
then find any thing particular to expreſs further 
than a deſire to ſeek for mercy and peace for him, 
which he had a good degree of hope, he would 
attain ; he anſwered, © That is what I want, and 
not life, and added, © that gives me ſome ray of 
comfort,” and aſked again, whether he did hope 
it for him; going on in prayer and earneſt entrea- 
ties to the Lord, ſeveral times requeſting his 
friends to pray for him, he was recommended not 
to look too much for, or depend on their prayers, 


but to look to the Lord, he anſwered, that was 


quite his mind, his dependance was on him alone, 
and on his dear Son. On his uncle's coming into 
the 
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the room he ſaid, J am going before the great 
Judge, which is a ſerious thing; and lamenting 
his ſtate much as before, ſaid, that if he had ſub- 
mitted to his dear uncle's advice, it would have 
been better for him; but yet he apprehended his 
uncle did not uſe as much authority over him as he 
might have done. 

Several friends coming into his room, he 
lamented. his ſtate much as before, and ſeeming 
to be is a great ſtrait, ſaid, that he was not yet 
without 'a ray of hope; and after many more 
expreſſions and fervent prayers, ſaid he had a good 
degree of hope, that he ſhould be received in 
mercy ; and after a while, came to ſay, he had a 
well- grounded hope, and that death would be no 


king of terrors to him; that this was a glorious - 


day to him, the moſt glorious he had ever ſeen; 
that he had a wonderful kind, merciful Maſter, 
beyond what he could expect, and that he could 
ſing for joy of what he then felt of God's mercy ; 
< But,” ſaid he, © warn all not to truſt to that, by 
neglecting and trifling away their time ;* with 
many more ſweet and comfortable expreſſions. He 
alſo begged his wife to reſign him, adding, 


© Charge the rich in this world, that they be not 


high- minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches.” 
His voice growing ſtrong, it came to be raiſed 


almoſt to a melody, with prayers and praiſes to the 
Lord for his merciful dealings to him, in ſparing 


him that day. He ſaid, the Lord had lifted up 


the 
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the light of his countenance on him, which was 
indeed beautiful, and that he had a hope, a well. 
grounded hope, that he ſhould find mercy ; and, 
at many times after, expreſſed a deſire of being 
releaſed, and aſked his friends preſent to pray that 
he might be taken away. 

On ſeeing his nephew come in, he called him, 
and gave him much ſuitable advice and caution, 
defiring he would leave off ſome ſuperfluities, and 
not be aſhamed to do fo, and ſay his dying uncle 
bid him; who he knew loved him well, and that 
he ſhould never be forry for it, He recommended 
him to mind and ſubmit to Friends' advice, and 
not do as himſelf often had done, when he got 
good advice, let it in at one ear and out at the 
other; adding, that the laſt friendly viſit was very 
beneficial to him, that he had treaſured up ſome 
hints he got (which ſeemed to be in particular a 
ſolemn warning to prepare for the time then ap- 
proaching), and faid theſe were the right ſort of 
viſits, and not thoſe of the world. 

He had his ſiſter called, ſaying, his love to her 
was ſtrengthened. When ſhe came, he ſaid, My 
dear ſiſter, I believe I was ſent back with a meſ- 
ſage to thee in particular, to ſhake thyſelf from the 
filth of the earth; riſe up early and work, loſe no 
time, do not be deceived as I was many times.“ 


In particular, he adviſed her to the conſtant at- 
tendance of meetings, and not to miſs thoſe on 


Firſt-day afternoon, nor week-days, 
M On 
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On ſeeing. his wife much afflicted, he ſaid to 
| her, My dear Mary, did not I deſire thee to be 
j ſffrong.? Be ſtrong in the Lord, for he is good and 
| kind.” 
N He ſhewed much ſatisfaction at ſeeing lo. many 

of his friends and relations about him; and re- 

commended them not to neglect or deſpiſe the day 

of ſmall things, as he too much had done. 

His mother, having died the evening before, and 

lying dead in the houſe, he ſaid, My friends, you 

are come to the houſe of mourning, death below 

ſtairs, and death above; but it is a joyful day to 

me. At another time he ſaid, Dear uncle, I have 

had a precious meeting here to-day.” 

He repeated advice ſeveral times to friends to F- 
live in love and unity, and to avoid all breaches, 6 
ſaying, It is a beautiful thing for. brethren to 
dwell together in unity;' and that he thought it 
made ſomething towards the unity of the brethren 
hereafter, and was a mark of the Maſter's. A 
phyſician coming in, and offering him his hand, he 
anſwered, that he had no occaſion for him; that 
be was near going, and was very eaſy and well; 
and that this was a glorious day to him, far the 
molt ſo of any he had ſeen in this life ; deſcribing 
the Lord's goodneſs and merciful dealings with 
him. | 

His wife being preſent, he ſaid, J think it was 
divine wiſdom that led me fi :t to ſee her, in good- 
neſs to me, as ſhe proved a. bleſſing to me; and I 

| do 
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do not doubt but ſhe will be bleſt.“ He recom- 
mended her to the kind care and attention of his 
friends, and faid he had a hope that his children 
would be preſerved; and that the great Maſter 
would take them under his care z deſiring his wife 


again to be ſtrong, and take where was to come 
with cheerfulneſs. 5 

He adviſed friends to give no ſleep to their 
eyes, till they have found an acquaintance with 
God; and ſaid, This is a warning from a tongue 
you did not expect; but a new ſong is put into 
my mouth, even a ſong of praiſe. Oh that I had 
a tongue that could ring through the ſtreets 3 be- 
ware that you do not attribute theſe iayings to me, 


they were never bred*'in me, they are all from the 


great Maſter ; he can make the ſtones of the ſtreet 
ſpeak, and I am one of them.“ After ſome time 
he ſaid, My outward man grows weaker, but I 
perceive my inward man to grow ſtronger,” and 
he rejoiced in the Lord's goodneſs. 
Jo a young man, not of our ſociety, he ſaid, I 
am glad to fee thee, and am obliged for the trouble 


thou haſt taken. "There is ſomething good about 
thee; I believe thou art well inclined, © but, like 


many others, willing to go on in the old beaten 
track; but when thou feels any of the inward 


breathings of truth, or its diſcoveries, attend thereto, 
for I know-thou haſt a ſufficiency of it to gi 


upon, in order to make a good ending.“ 
SY his ſiſter's buſband he ſaid, FTE We 
"M2: thee 
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| thee as a brother, and I know thou art an honeft 


man, and haſt ſomething good in thee ; but there 
is alſo ſomething of ſhame. Remember if thou 
doſt not acknowledge God before men, he will not 
acknowledge thee,” 

After a while, his wife being fo full, that ſhe 
gave a little vent to her grief, he ſaid, © Keep 
filence ;* and repeated, keep ſilence before me, 
O iſlands, and let the people renew their ſtrength.” 

On ſeeing a religious, inoffenfive man (one of 
his friends) come into the room, he called out, © O, 
John, I am glad to fee thee. There is one,“ faid 
he, that has minded the day of ſmall things ;” 
and he ſpoke ſomething of the Lord's goodneſs to 
himſelf; and how well it was with him. 

To a ſervant of his he ſaid, he hoped he would 
be faithful to his miſtreſs ; and recommended him, 
and all of his profeſſion, not to truſt to the prieſt, 
or the ringing of a bell, to do the work for them, 
but to ſeek for themſelves ;' that whatſoever was to 


be known of God was made manifeſt in man; and, 
bleſſing the Lord, ſaid, he had not ſent biſhop or 


prieſt to him to touch him, or engage his attention; 
but had come and touched him himſelf, and done 


the work for him. 


On ſpeaking to a friend about the want of regu- 
larity in ſome of his accounts, by which he thought 
his family would ſuſtain loſs, he ſaid, it was no 
wonder theſe accounts ſhould be neglected, when 
he had neglected his own great account. 

He 
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Heafterwards uttered many ſweet expreſſions, a few 
of which, that could be remembered, were as follow: 

© It is better to be here, though in the houſe of 
mourning, than in the houſe of rejoicing. O Lord, 
as I have found thee, I will not, I intend, let thee 
go.” O beautiful is his countenance ! He hath 
lift up the light of his countenance on me, and it is 
beautiful indeed.” 

On hearing the clock ſtrike ſix, he ſaid, he bad 
lived twenty-four hours longer than he expected 3 
and that it was the moſt glorious happy day, that 
ever he had; and though he greatly regretted 
putting off the work ſo long, yet he rejoiced in the 
Lord's goodneſs, and hoped in that twenty-four 
hours he was enabled to find acceptance, as well 
as if he had been in the front of the battle. He 
alſo exhorted others not to truſt to that, but to 
begin early; ſaying it is a fine thing at ſuch a time 
to have nothing to do but to die, and that it was 
the Lord alone that did the work for him. 
He ſignified his fatisfaction in being, in a good 
degree, preſerved in reſignation ſince the beginning 
of his ſickneſs, and that he had. not uſed any angry 
expreſſions to thoie about him, nor in. word or 
thought murmured at the great Maſter, 

He lamented. the pride and vanity of fooliſlk 
people, in ſpending ſo much time and pains to deck 
their poor bodies, an example of the vileneſs of 
which, he thought was in himſelf; and ſaid, I 
believe I am thus ſtrengthened for ſome good pur- 
M 13 poſe 
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poſe for your ſakes, and wiſh you may attend to the 
advice of a dying friend, and think of me ſometimes, 
that there was ſuch a one. I am going but a little 
before you.“ 

To a friend he faid, © I remember thou gave 
me ſome advice ſeveral years ago, which was good 


advice, though I did not then think it ſo, nor did 


thou ſpeak it to me as thou ſhould have done; yet 
I have often thought of it ſince, and believe it was 
of uſe to me.” 

To his wife he ſaid, © F don't belong to thee, 
nor thou to me, now. It is a great mercy that 
this was not the ſickneſs or death of a day or two, 
for I was not ready; but ſince this warning, think 


I was not idle one hour.“ He alſo faid, „I have 


been enabled ſince my ſickneſs, to give up wife, 
Children, and all, and fet no value on them, in 
compariſon of what is before me.“ 

The doctor, that was ſent for, having returned 
from the country, when he was informed of it, (his 
dependance and expectation being taken off from 
ſuch helps, and even from the deſire of life) he ſaid, 
Give my love to him; I have no occaſion for him 


now: but on a relation expreſſing a deſire that the 
doctor ſhould ſee him, as he was ſent for, he con- 


ſented, and was likewiſe prevailed on to conſent 
to the putting bliſters on his lege, which were ex- 
ceedingly troubleſome to him for two days; and 
cauſed a ſevere conflict, which himſelf, and thoſe 
about him, much IEEE, after the tine, eafy 

| ſtate 
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ſlate of mind he had before attained. He ſaid he 


thought they delayed his paſſage ; and that, but for 
them, he would have been in his Maſter's houſe 


before; and often prayed to be enabled to hold out 


to the end, and that his faith might not fail. 


When he obſerved the light appear on Fifth-day 
morning, he deſired to be kept quiet that day, as he 
muſt mind his own buſineſs; and not to let many 
come to ſce him, leſt he ſhould be Aude, or in 
any thing miſs the mark. 

Sixth-day evening, by his own deſire, there was 
ſome blood taken from him, after which he lay 
more compoſed, and, turning himſclh ſaid, Come, 
who knows, but I may get a little of the great 
Maſter's company now, before I go:“ and after 
awhile, ſaid, Never fear; never fear; I hope all 
will be well.” | 

He ſaid, the Lord had greatly favoured him 
many times, when none knew it but himſelf, 
though he had too much neglected. it; that he had 
an evidence that the kingdom of heaven was open 
to receive him. 

That night, being very uneaſy, he many times 
prayed to the following purpoſe: O thou moſt 
gracious and merciful. God, help me! O!] leave 


me not in the hour of trial; O, my God! help 


me, and be with me, and grant me patience.” . 

To a friend, a little before his departure, he ſaid, 
©'Fhe ſting of death is ſin, and that is, through 
the Lord's goodneſs, taken away from me.“ 
Third 
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Third-day afternoon, the 22d of Second month, 
1785, he quietly departed with a compoſed counte- 
nance, aged thirty-three years. His remains were 
mterred in Friends grave-yard, the 25th of the 
fame. | 


OBERT WALKER, of Gilderſome, in 
| Yorkſhire, was educated in the profeſſion of 
truth; and being favoured with the viſitations of 
Divine love in his youth, was, by yielding obe- 
dience to its heavenly teachings, redeemed from 
the follies and vanities incident to youth, and gra- 
dually fitted for being an uſeful inſtrument in the 
church. About the year 1751, he firſt appeared 
as a miniſter, in much brokenneſs of ſpirit. He 
kept moſtly to meetings about home, till the year 
1756, when his heart being enlarged in goſpel 


love, with the concurrence of Friends, he viſited, 


at different times, moſt parts of this nation,. and 


Ireland; and in the year 1773, was engaged in a 


general viſit to the meetings in North America, 


and laboured among them in much fervency of 


ſpirit; and being favoured with a ſenſe of the 
approaching troubles in that part of the world, 
delivered many faithful warnings, fintable cautions, 


and inſtructions, grea ly to the encourapement of 


He 
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He was much devoted to the Lord's ſervice, of 
an humble mind, and exemplary upright converſa- 
tion, accompanied with innocent cheerfulneſs; was 
properly concerned that his temporal affairs might 
be conducted reputably; and was greatly eſteemed 
by Friends and others. 

The exerciſe of his gift in the miniſtry, was 
attended with a ſtriking and perſuaſive ſimplicity, 
and being in the demonſtration of the Spirit, 
carried its own evidence with power to the hearts 
of the people; direding them from all outward de- 
pendance, to the everlaſting foundation, Chriſt 
Jeſus, the rock of ages. 

With a mind repleniſhed with love, he engaged 
in a viſit to the meetings of Friends in London, 
and ſome of the ſouthern counties; and was 
favoured to perform the ſame, in which he expreſſed 
he felt great peace; but the gravel, and other com- 
plaints, increaſing upon him, he retired to a friend's 
houſe at Tottenham, and attended the meetings 
there on the Firſt-day following, being the laſt 
publick meeting he was at, and in which he bore 
a living teſtimony. 

During his ſickneſs he was mercifully preſerved 


in a tender frame of mind, and expreſſed himſelf 


thus: I have ſeen my way into London, but not 


back, but am quite reſigned to the Lord's will: I 


have Jaboured honeſtly and uprightly in my great 
Maſter's cauſe, and have peace; I am gradually 


removed, 
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removed, to write to my wife, and remember my 
very dear love to her, and my children. It will be 
a cloſe trial to them; but it will be well with me, 
and it is my earneſt deſire for my children, far 
above all other conſiderations, that they may ſeek 
the God of their father,” 

He deſired his love might be remembered to 
friends in the North; and ſaid, © I have looked 
towards home with a degree of anxiety, but it was 
ſoon taken away, and I now feel my mind quite 
eaſy, and refigned to the will of him who has been 
with me all wy life long, and who knows what is 
beſt for me.” 

At another time he ſaid, © People might think 
of putting off repentance to a dying hour ; but 
what ſhould I do now, if 1 had my peace to make: 
it is enough to bear the affſiQions of the body: 
and added, © O Lord, preferve me in patience, to 
wait thy time.” 

To a friend going into the room, when he had 
been in great pain, and requeſting to ſtay with him, 
he ſaid, Thou may go to thy reft ; leave me to 
my Maker, who knows what is- beſt for me; all 
will be well; if I be reſtored, I hope it will be for 
his ſervice,” 

To a friend, who expreſſed ſome hope of his 
recovery, and faid, that his removal would be a 


great lofs in thefe low times, he ſaid, © A ftripping 


time muſt come, and it will come, to take the de- 


pradunce: of men from each other; and he expreſſed 


that 
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that it had often been the fervent exerciſe of his 
mind, that the Almighty would be with him in his 
concluding moments. 

| The morning before his departure, taking a 
ſolemn leave of thoſe about him, he ſaid, © Weep 
not.for me, I am going home ; and ſhall be gathered 
as a ſhock of corn fully ripe :* begging to be pre- 
ſerved from murmuring till his change ſhould come, 
which, he faid, would be a glorious change to him. 

Thus, in a ſweet frame of ſpirit, being ſenſible 
to the Jaſt, he departed this life, at the houſe of 
Thomas Phillips, at Tottenham, the 24th of the 
Ninth month, 1785, aged about ſixty-eight years, 
and a miniſter thirty-four years. 

His corpſe was carried to Devonſhire Houſe 
meeting houſe, London; after which it was interred 
in Friends burial ground, near Whitechapel, the 
29th of the ſame, 


EBECCA SUMMERS, wife of Thomas 
Summers, of Horſham in the county of Suſſex, 
was viſited with a painful illneſs, which continued 
on her for about two years before her deceaſe. She 


bore it with exemplary patience, having been all 


her life remarkable for the meekneſs of her ſpirit, 
and innocence of her converſation ; a ſincere lover 


of 
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of her friends, a diligent attender of our religious 


meeting when her health permitted, an atf-Ctionate 


wife, a tender parent, and a kind neighbour; and 
of a remarkable forgiving temper to thoſe from 
whom ſhe had received injuries. Nevertheleſs, 
towards the concluſion of her time, ſhe was very 
low and poor, and unſatisfied about her future 
ſtate ; which her huſband tenderly obſerving, ſaid 
to her, that however the Lord's favour and accept- 
ance might be hidden from her, he had no doubt 
but it would be well with her, if ſhe was now re- 
moved; and expreſſed his fervent defire, that it 
might pleaſe the Author of all good, to make 
known his love to, and acceptance of, her, before 
her removal hence; which defire ſeemed fully 
anſwered. 

She frequently ſaid, © Oh merciful Father, if it 
pleaſe thee, cut the thread of my life, and let me 
dwell with thy peaceable ones; yet not my will but 
thine be done.“ At another time ſhe ſaid, O 
merciful Father, which art in heaven, thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and glory for ever :* again, 
Hallelujah to the Lamb for ever.“ Being lifted 
up in bed, ſhe bowed her head, and ſaid, My foul 
3s reverently bowed down, I truſt, under a ſenſe of 
the Lord's mercy and goodneſs.“ At another time 
ſhe audibly and fervently ſaid, I am upon the 
banks of deliverance ; I ſhall dwell with my mer- 
ciful Father to all generations; adding, it's of 
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no merit in me.“ She alſo frequently ſaid, Come, 
ſweet Jeſus, come.” 

She was favoured with her wonted underſtanding; 
except at ſome intervals, for about three days before 
her departure, ſhe was ſomewhat wandering ; yet 
not fo as not perfectly to know thoſe about her; 
and at times as clear and collected as at any time 
during her illneſs; by which the felt to the utmoſt 
the excruciating pain of body; but evidently par- 
took of that which the eye of man has not ſeen, by 
which ſhe was ſuſtained through all; for, deſiring 
to be lifted up in bed, not long before her end, 
thoſe about her intimating a fear it might be too 
much for her, ſhe anſwered, What matters it 


whether I fit up, or lie down, if I die in the arms of 


my Redeemer?” | 

Seeing her ſiſter grieve, ſhe ſaid, © Dear ſiſter, 
do not do fo, we ſhall meet again.” 

A little time before her end, her ſpeech failed 
very much, yet her ſenſes ſeemed evidently clear ; 
for on being aſked what ſhould be done for her, ſhe 
ſaid, © Pray without ceaſing” and indeed it appeared 
to thoſe preſent, her practice at that time, 

She departed this life the 13th of the Firſt month, 
and was buried the 16th of the ſame, in Friends 
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SAAC WILSON, of Kendal in Weſtmore- 

land, was the ſon of Anthony and Dorothy 
Wilſon, of Highwray near Hawkſhead in the 
county of Lancaſter, by whom he was religiouſly 
educated ; and being favoured with an early viſita- 
tion of Divine grace, and being obedient thereto, 
he was preſerved amidſt the various temptations 
and allurements to which youth is expoſed. 

Having with fidelity ſerved his apprenticeſhip in 
Kendal, he ſettled in buſineſs, and married Rachel, 
the daughter of John and Deborah Wilſon, of the 
ſame place; to whom he was united in a mutual 
engagement for the promotion of truth and righ- 
teouſneſs, and the welfare of his family, particularly 
in their beſt and endearing intereſts; in his con- 


duct towards his children, beautifully uniting the 


authority of a parent, and the familiar per- 
ſuaſive influence of a friend. His wife (of whom 
ſee an account in this collection) was much en- 
gaged from home in the cauſe of truth; and though 
the ſeparation was a cloſe trial to him, yet he freely 
gave her up, encouraging her to follow the point- 
ings of duty; being ſenſible that obedience to 
Divine requirings bring peace, and an inereaſe of 
light and ſtrength. 

Although he was zealouſly concerned for the 
ſupport of our Chriſtian teſtimony in all its 
branches; yet his zeal was ſo tempered with cha- 


rity, that he retained the eſteem of even the un- 


faithful, 
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faithful. A care reſted on his mind to preſerve 
love and unity, and where any breach appeared, he 
laboured to have the occaſion timely removed; and 
alſo was much engaged to give private admonitions. 
About the fortieth year of his age, he was con- 
cerned publickly to teſtiſy to the efficacy of that 
Divine principle which had been the guide of his 
youth; in the exerciſe of Which duty his labours 
were edifying, and he was lively and fervent, 
Although his family was large, and his engage- 
ments of a publick and private nature many ; yet 
he ſo ordered them, as not to interfere with his 
religious duty, being engaged conſtantly to attend 
meetings both for worſhip and diſcipline ; fre- 
quently attended the yearly meeting in London; 
and, in company with other friends, viſited the 
monthly and quarterly meetings of Friends in Ire- 
land, Scotland, and ſome parts of this nation. His 
diſpoſition was hoſpitable and charitable ; his con- 
verſation was informing and edifying, accompanied 
with affability. Being of ſound judgment and in- 
tegrity, he was often applied to by friends and 
others, for his advice (which he freely communi- 
cated), and to be an arbitrator in differences, by 
which means he contributed to the peace of many 
families. And notwithſtanding his induſtry, for 
the ſupport of a numerous family, he was earneſtly 
and conſtantly concerned to limit his purſuits in 
number and extenſion, agreeably to the circum- 
ſcribing rule of Truth. 
Having been thus diligently concerned, through 
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Divine aſſiſtance, to fill up the religious relative and 
ſocial duties of life; he experienced the gracious 
power that had been the ſtay of his youth, and a 
ſupport under every trying diſpeniation of Provi- 
dence, to be his evening ſong, and a flaff to Jean 
upon in declining age. 

The two laſt years of his life he was much tried 
with indiſpoſition; but the following expreſſions 
ſhew the ſituation of his mind, which he delivered 
the day before his death, in the preſence of ſome 
of his children, with great power and energy, 
though under much bodily weakneſs, viz. 

J know not how it may be; I may remain 


with you awhile longer, or be removed at this 


time; but I am eaſy as to the event. If, at times, 


J breathe a ſigh, or a groan, it is not from a 


troubled mind. I feel no weight upon my ſpirit ; 
but all ſeems clear. The world, and al! that is in 
it, are nothing to me; and though I have been 


tried with pain of body, and deep inward poverty; 


yet now the Divine preſence is near, and I am 


thankful to feel I am not forſaken ; the Lord has 


been with me all my liſe long, and poured down of 


his bleſſings upon me: and he will, my dear chil- 
dren, be with and ſupport you, if you are concerned 
to ſeek him. Oh the matchleſs loving-kindneſs of 
our God! The tongue of men and angels is too 
ſhort to ſhew forth his praiſe.“ And, after making 


a kind of melody, which cannot be expreſſed, he 
ſweetly added, Peace! Peace! Peace !? 
Thus, 
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Thus, with a well-grounded hope that his day's 
work was finiſhed, he died the 18th of the Eighth 
month, 1785; and was interred in Friends burial 
ground, at Kendall, on the 23d of the ſame, after 
a large and ſolemn meeting held on the occaſion : 
aged ſeventy, having been a miniſter thirty years. 


EZIA MERRY WEATHER, wife of John 


was the daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth Evens, 
of Woodbridge in Suffolk; who were careful to 
train her up in a godly converſation, which was 
bleſſed to her, for ſhe gave early proof of an at- 
tachment to virtue. After her marriage it pleaſed 
the Lord to permit weakneſs of body frequently to 
attend her, which, at length, terminated in a ſettled 
decline. In the courſe of her illneſs, ſhe gave good 
advice to divers who came to ſee her; dropped 
many comfortable expreſſions; and was preſerved 
in much patience and reſignation. 

Her huſband and ſiſter being with her, ſhe ex- 
preſſed to them, I would not have you ſorrow as 


without hope; Oh, what a difference there is be- 


tween thoſe who have endeavoured to come up in 
the path of duty, and thoſe who have followed lying; 
vanities, when they come to ſuch a time as this. 


N 3 Now 


- Merryweather, of Ringwood in Hampſhire, 
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Now I know the difference. When I firſt felt 
that I was taken for death, I ſeemed to have a little 
fear; 3 but it was ſoon removed, and now I long ſor 
it. Oh! how I long to be in the full enjoyment 


of what I now feel : Lord, haſten thy meſſenger, 
if conſiſtent with thy will. I believe the Lord, 


who has been with me in ſix troubles, will not for- 
ſake in the ſeventh.” 

Her huſband going into her room about two 
hours before her departure, ſhe ſaid, My dear, I 
ſent for thee, to ſee thy poor dying wife; but I 
would not have thee hurry thyſelf, but come and fit 


down by me; I ſeel ſo comfortable, I cannot ex- 
preſs it; no pains; only cold! 


She ſoon after prayed to this effect; Oh! Lord, 
thou haſt been a gracious God to me; be with me 


at this time; and, if it be thy bleſſed will, grant me 


an eaſy paſſage from this troubleſome world, to the 
manſion of reſt ; where all ſorrow is at an end, 
and all tears are wiped away.“ Soon after, © I feel 
ſo ſweet and caſy that it does not ſeem as 
though I could be dying; if I am, it is a mercy I 
cannot be ſufficiently thankful for : I did not think 
it poſſible for one in ſuch a ſituation to be fo eaſy.” 

On the apothecary coming in, and aſking how ſhe 
did, ſhe anſwered, © Very comfortable ; waiting to 
go to reſt; which I believe will be ſoon.** Soon 
after, deſiring tq be turned on her right fide; ſhe 
ſaid ſhe would have a little ſleep, and then go to 
reſt; which ſhe did, lying as in a comfortable 


ſleep, 
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ſleep, about a quarter of an hour; when, awaken- 
ing, ſhe breathed a few times, and expired, without 
figh, groan, or ſtruggle, the 29th of the Ninth 
month, 1785, aged twenty-eight years; and was 
buried in Friends burial ground, the 6th of "Tenth 
month following. 


UDITH HILL, wife of John Hill, late trea- 

ſurer of Ackworth School, was the daughter 
of Andrew and Judith Leaper of London, who 
educated her in the profeſſion of the church of 
England; and brought her up in the practice of 
drefling, ſinging, dancing, and other vain cuſtoms 
of this degenerate world, which ſhe was often made 
uneaſy with; and about the twenty-third year of 
her age, her underſtanding being farther enlightened, 
ſhe gave up in obedience to the vilitations of 'I'ruth 
in her own mind, joined in profeſſion with Friends, 
and became a diligent attender of their meetings; 
and, under a ſenſe of duty, declined the cuſtoms of 
the world in ſpeech, dreſs, and deportment. It 
brought much ſuffering upon her from her 
parents; eſpecially from her mother ; but, being 
ſupported by that Divine power, that had convinced 
her judgment, ſhe bore with much patience the 
reproaches which it was her lot to be tried with, 
which 
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which reſignation was attended with peace; and in 
time ſhe experienced the regard of her near rela- 
tions, her mother expreffing great ſatisfaction and 
full reconciliation with her. After her convince- 
ment ſhe entered into a married ſtate, and having 


in time a numerous family, ſhe was concerned to 


educate them religiouſly. 

In the year 1779, a ſuitable friend being wanted 
to ſuperintend the inſtitution of Ackworth, on its 
being propoſed to her huſband, he, after due conſi- 
deration, engaged to go and reſide there; and ſhe 
occupied the ſtation of miſtreſs of the family. 

About a year before her departure, her health 
gradually began to decline, and the laſt three 
months of her confinement, ſhe underwent great 
bodily affliction 3 but was enabled to endure it with 
exemplary patience and reſignation to the will of 
the Lord, whom ſhe found to be her abundant 
ſupport. 

In the fore part of her illneſs, one night being 
ſeized with a fainting fit and much pain, her huſ- 
band, daughters, and ſome others, being preſent, 
being a little recovered, ſhe expreſſed herſelf as 
follows: How it may pleaſe the Lord to deal 
with me I know not, but if he ſhould be pleaſed to 
remove me this night, I am fully reſigned to his 
Divine will, come what may. I can truly ſay, I 
have not deſired for myſelf or children, either riches 
or length of days, but that they might be nurtured 
in the fear of the Lord, and inherit a portion 

LEA! 
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in the bleſſed Truth.“ At another time, her 
nufband queſtioning with her, Has thou any word 
of comfort for me? After a ſhort pauſe, ſhe an- 
ſwered, * How it may pleaſe the Almighty to order 
it concerning my life, is at preſent hid from me; but 
this I know, the Lord brought us together, and 
hath ſupported through many deep trials and afflio— 
tions, When I have to look back to my childhood 
and education, I have cauſe to acknowledge with 
great thankfulneſs, that his preſerving hand, in the 

time of ignorance, kept me from joining with the 
many evils and temptations which were in my 
father's family; when greater light and underſtand- 
ing were given, I gave up in obedience thereto; 
and now, on a ſtrict ſearch, find nothing ſtands in 
my way to eternal happineſs.” 

When ſhe drew near her end, among other ex- 
preſſions ſhe ſaid, © I hope and believe, when the 
Lord is pleaſed to remove me, to be favoured with 
a place in his glorious manſions. I can truly ſay 
if I die now, I die in peace with all men. I have 
not done many mighty acts, or been a conſpicuous 
character in the world, nor have I deſired it; but, 
I hope, endeavoured according to knowledge, to live 
up to what was manifeſted to be my duty.” 

The morning before ſhe departed, her daughter 
hearing her ſpeak, thought ſhe had wanted ſome- 
thing, and went to her bed-ſide, ſhe ſaid, Didſt 
thou not hear me, I ſaid the ſting of death (which 

is ſin) is taken away. The pale horſe and his rider 
5 Will 
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will have no victory, for the guardian angel of the 
Lord's preſence encompaſſeth about.” | 
After expreſſing that her time here was near 
cloling, ſhe deſired to ſee her huſband and children, 
and took a ſolemn leave of them, with ſome tender 
exhortations and remarks ; ſignified that her mind 
was covered with the univerſal love of God; and 
added, I feel my little ſtrength weaken apace, but 
my faith in the Lord grows ſtronger and ſtronger ; 
J have a firm hope, and an unſhaken aſſurance of 
entering everlaſting happineſs. A ſolemn pauſe 
enſued; then ſhe broke forth in manner following; 
© Awful, ſolemn, filence, how comfortable, it has 
been refreſhing to my mind at this time. O 
ſeek after it, dear children, keep low and humble, 
for all that is exalted ſhall be brought down ; yea, 
the ſturdy oaks of Baſhan, and the tall cedars of 
Lebanon will the Lord lay low.” Then taking her 
huſband and children each by the hand, ſhe kiſſed 
them, bidding them Farewel, farewel in the Lord. 
She quietly departed this life without ſigh or 
groan, the 26th of Tenth month, 1785, aged near 
fixty years; and was interred the 3oth of the ſame, 
in Friends burial-ground at Ackworth in Yorkſhire, 


THOMAS 
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HOMAS ROSS, of Wrightſtown, in Bucks 
County, Pennſylvania, having, with the near 


ſympathy and unity of his friends and brethren, 


come over to this nation, to pay a religious viſit to 
friends here; arrived a few days before the yearly 
meeting, 1784, which he attended ; and afterwards 


viſited Ireland that ſummer ; and, on his return, 


joined his friend John Pemberton, of Philadelphia, 
in viſiting the quarterly meetings at Woodbridge 
and Norwich, and proceeded forwards to Lincoln, 
York, and by Durham, into Scotland ; where they 
had many meetings among thoſe of other ſocieties, 
which were generally large and fatisfatory; but 
his bodily indiſpoſitions increaſing, he was under the 
neceſſity of reſting at ſundry places; and, taking a 
few meetings by the way, he reached York the 2d 
of the Eleventh month, 1785, and attended their 


monthly meeting the day following, which was the 


laſt meeting he was at. During the courſe of his 
travels, his religious labours were truly acceptable 
to Friends, and well received by others; for having 
an eſpecial eye to the putting forth of the Divine 
hand, his miniſtry was attended with living virtue 
and deep inſtruction ; and though not in the words 
which man's wiſdom teacheth, yet in godly ſimpli- 
city, and with a zeal becoming true religion. 

In meetings for buſineſs, he was particularly ſer- 
viceable ; his remarks being moſtly ſhort, pertinent, 
and very inſtructive ; exciting to a ſteady attention 
to 
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to divine council, in the tranſacting of our 
Chriſtian diſcipline, and therein to exerciſe true 
judgment, without partiality and reſpect of per- 
ſons. 

During the courſe of his illneſs, he was preſerved 
in an heavenly frame of mind, on every occaſion drop- 
ping inſtructive council and advice to the friends, 
who attended on, and viſited him; of which the 
following collection is but a ſmall part. He fre- 
quently faid, that he knew not why he was con- 
tinued in ſuch an exerciſed ſtate of bodily weakneſs ; 
yet doubted not but that it was all in wiſdom, and 
for ſome good end ; adding, it was not for the clay 
to ſay to the potter, Why haſt thou made me 
thus 7? 

Sitting in the family where he was, during the 
fore part of his illneſs, he expreſſed himſelf thus: 
© Near young people, keep to your firſt love; the 
bridegroom of ſouls will not be unmindful of the 


bride, while ſhe remains chaſte ; ſome of you, 1 
believe, are eſpouſed to Chriſt. O, the ardent 


deſire which I feel for the youth! „ Thy name is 
as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins 
love thee,” 1 85 | 
The ſame day, I have not ſought mine own 
| honour, but the honour of him who firſt drew me 
from my habitation, and have great reaſon to praiſe 
his name. One thing which inclines me to think 
my work may be neatly done, js this; that it never 
appeared to be laid upon me, to pay a general viſit 

| to 
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to England.“ At another time, he ſaid, O, 
the harmony there is in the Lord's family! 
Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, nor Judah vex 
Ephraim; nothing ſhall hurt or deſtroy in all thy 
holy mountain.” Again he remarked, on his being 
under bodily oppreſſion, © I find no relief, but when 
I feel a revival of that, which is the healer of 
breaches; but that is not at my own command. 
My mind was laſt night much drawn out to my 
fellow-labourers; O, that they keep little! I have 
remembered that ſaying, © There are a few names 
even in Sardis, who have not defiled their gar- 
ments ;** and I hope there are a few in York. 
Dear friends, what a people we ſhould be, did we 
dig deep enough; our lights would ſhine before 
men; we ſhould be as the ſalt of the earth; how 
many, who have begun well, have had their gar- 
ments defiled with the world, and are become like 
the ſalt that has loſt its ſavour ; theſe are as dead 
weights in our aſſemblies ; ſo that the living are 
ſcarcely able to bury the dead. O, friends, keep 
to the Truth; for it ſhall riſe above the heads of 
gainſayers.“ 

At another time; I could not be more at home 
any where; it revives me to ſee the children about 
me; I tell you, young people, the hardeſt thing [ 
ever found in my paſlage, was, when I was right, 
to keep ſo. Oh, the deſire I felt to get here! The 
love I feel for you, is like the Jove of Jonathan and 
David; it extends over ſea, and land; it is like the 


precious 
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precious ointment ; ſo that ſome can ſay with one 
formerly, © Neither heights nor depths, principali- 


ties, nor powers, things preſent, or to come, ſhall 
ever ſeparate us from it.“ The leaſt ſun caſteth 
a luſtre, as the glorious luminaries in the outward 
creation; fo that we may ſay, Great and mar- 
vellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; juſt 
and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints!“ 
Again, «© Commune with thine own heart, and be 
ſtill;“ this is doing bufineſs. Oh, how precious is 
Truth! it may employ us on the high way, and in 
our outward engagements. Dear friends, let us 
prize it.“ Speaking to the phyſician, he ſaid, © The 
outward man grows weaker; yet inward ſup- 
port waxeth ſtronger and ſtronger.” The ſame day 
he ſaid, It is a great favour to have a brook by 
the way! Oh, I fee my way over all! It is like afore- 
taſte of what is to come: *Blefled are the dead that 
die in the Lord!“ When he breaks in upon us, it 
is like balm, * There is balm in Gilead,” There 
are many not willing to go to the houſe of mourn- 
ing; but there is occaſion for it; it being high 
time to repair the breaches. I have thought for 
many weeks paſt, the curtain was near drawn; 


there ſeemed but ſew ſands left in the glaſs; and 


yet I ſometimes ſeel ſuch a travail for Zion's 
proſperity, and the enlargement of her borders, that 
Lam ready to think the day's work is not yet done; 
and at other times, I feel ſo feeble and weak, that 

all 
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all ſeems near over. The event I cannot tell, but 
am favoured to be reſigned. 

At another time, Think nothing too near, or 
too dear, to part with, dear young people, to pur- 
chaſe the Truth. Your parents cannot give it you, 
though they may give you all they can. It is the 
Lord's prerogative. I have thought it was a great 
favour to have an education in the Truth; but 1 
have been grieved to fee many born in the ſociety, 
like Eſau, ſelling their birth- right. Be not aſhamed 
of the croſs, dear friends, deny Him not before men.” 

Again, he added, © Beware of lawful things; 
theſe lawful things are the ſtrongeſt bait Satan ever 
laid for our ſociety. Oh, theſe lawful things, they 
have hurt many. What a teftimony would it be, 
if Friends were to ſhut up their fhops on week 
days, to go to meetings, which ought to be the 
main concern; though many conſider worldly 
things as ſuch. When we have done all we can, 
we are but as unprofitable ſervants; we can add 
nothing to Him who is the fountain of goodneſs, 
Oh, that ocean of ancient goodneſs! | ſeem at times 
as if I was ſwallowed up in'it. I have cauſe to 
be thankful, that I am favoured with a reſigned 
mind, and have no will, either to live or die. O, 
Father, receive me into thy boſom.* At another 
time, Oh, my heart is knit to you, my friends; 
and to the ſeed which is in bondage in many 
hearts ; and though you may have to go with it 
into the wilderneſs, yet be not diſcouraged.” [> 

O2 Feeling 
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Feeling himſelf eaſier, and his mind favoured, he 
faid, Oh, when he puts his hand in, as at the hole 
of the door, how does it ſmell of ſweet myrrh. I 
hope I am not inſenſible from whence my help 
comes. He ſometimes hides himſelf as behind the 
curtain, yet we mult not awake or diſturb our be- 
loved until he pleaſe.” 

Speaking on the general ſtate of mankind, he 
ſaid thus: © Oh, how has my mind been opprefled, 
in obſerving that profaneneſs which abounds among 
the people; many of whom draw iniquity as with 
cords of vanity, and ſin as with a cart rope; yet I 


have this ſatisfaction, that I have not failed to re- 
prove many of thoſe I have ſeen in this ſtate ; and 


have oſten adviſed inn-keepers and others, to diſ- 
courage all kind of wickednelis in their houſes; my 
advice hath been generally received without gain- 
ſaying, and I have comfort in the diſcharge of this 
duty. Oh, the vileneſs of the land of Ireland! 
Surely if any nation ever had occaſion to mourn 
becauſe of oaths, that has. 

Being under much bodily affliction, he faid, 
© How can one die better than in the Lord's ſervice; 
for he has been indeed a wonderful Counſellor ; he 
has many times opened a way, when J could fee no 
way; he will never leave nor forſake thoſe who 
truſt in him.“ Again, It is a trying time, and 
yet, I believe, I have a well-grounded hope, of 
having done my duty. I feel no condemnation. 
O, dear friends, what a favour indeed, that we have 


an 
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an unction from above! Keep to the Truth and its 
teſtimony, whatever may be the conſequence, for 
it will riſe over the heads of gainſayers.” 

At another time, It will not do for any to reſt 
contented with having known the Lord in days 
paſt, and years that are over and gone ; we muſt 
follow on to know him; a ſupply of daily bread is 
requiſite ; and if there is not an hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, we may be ſure the mind is 
diſtempered; but Oh, how have I been pained to 
ſee and feel, many of the profeſſors of the Truth, 
going after the world and its ſpirit; who, inſtead of 
being way marks, are as ſtumbling blocks to honeſt 
inquirers: the ſtate of thoſe is lamentable, I have 
been comforted in the proſpect of a riſing genera- 
tion, if they are not hurt by thoſe, who ought to be 
helpers, loving this preſent world. I have, in my 
time, met with many crofs winds, and boilterous 
waves; but have been preſerved in a care to keep 
near the point, that guides to the harbour of reſt. 
For theſe fifty years, I have been endeavouring to 
fight the good fight of faith. O, deareſt Father! 
not my will, but thine, be done. Oh, when will the 
curtain be drawn; that this mortal may put on 
immortality, and eternal life, which will, I do be- 
lie ve, be my happy portion! 

He would often, in thankful commemoration of 
the goodneſs of God to him, break forth in these 
words, „What ſhall I render unto thee, O Lord, 
for all thy benefits.“ 

O3 A few 
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A few days before Eis deceaſe, on a friend re- 
turning from meeting, he ſaid, he had been favoured 
with ſuch a ſweet calm, that he hoped he ſhould 
have paſſed away. And a day or two before he 
died; he broke forth ſweetly in theſe words; Oh, 
joy! joy! joy!” Again, „O, Death, where is thy 
ſting; O, Grave, where is thy victory? The ſting 
of Death is Sin!“ I fee no cloud in my way: I die 
in peace with all men.“ 

He departed this life the thirteenth of the Second 
month, 1786, at the hoyſe of Lindley Murray, at 
Holgate, near York; and was interred in Friends 
burial ground, in that city, the ſixteenth of the 
fame, in the ſeventy-eighth year of his age. 


FANLAUDE GAY, of Barking in Eſſex, was a 
native of France, being born in the city of 
Lyons, about the year 1706 ; and was educated in 
the church of Rome, of which he continued a zea- 
lous member, till about the thirty-fixth year of his 
age; when, being at Morlaix, on account of 
buſineſs, became under a religious exerciſe of mind. 
During this ſeaſon, perceiving a New Teſtament 
in a room, he took it up, and obſerving it was 
licenſed by two popes, he concluded he might law- 
fully read it. On opening the book, the firſt 
words 
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words he read were theſe, God, that made the 
world, and all things therein, ſeeing he is Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands, neither is he worſhipped with mens” 
hands.“ Acts xvil. verſe 24, &c. 

On the perufal of this paſſage, he was convinced 
in his judgment, of the errors of the Romiſh doc- 


trine of tranſubſtantiation; and he ſaw clearly, that 


the adoration of the bread and wine, as the body 
and blood of Chriſt, was idolatrous, and contrary 
to the doctrine of the goſpel; but, at the inſtance 


of a perſon who perſuaded him not to forfake the 


publick worſhip at once, he went to one of the 
{malleſt maſs-houſes in that town, and placed him- 
ſelf at the greateſt diſtance from the prieſt. He 
did not keep kneeling fteadily as cuſtomary, but 
| frſt on one knee and then on the other, with great 
reſtleſineſs ; till the prieſt elevating the Hoſt, that 
the congregation beholding might proſtrate them- 
felves as uſual before it, this query ſtrongly impreſſed 
his mind, Wilt thou alfo proſtrate thyſelf?” Being 
affected therewith, he could continue there no 
longer; but, putting on his hat, with fear and 
| trembling he aroſe, and haſtily left the place; and 
. confeſſed to his former adviſer, he felt great con- 
demnation for conforming that day againſt his 
conſcience ; and that being clearly convinced of 
the errors of the doctrine of that church, he ought 
to forſake them. 

He continued about one year longer in France; 


but 
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but deſiring to dwell with Proteſtants, he went to 
Jerſey, and reſided there; where meeting with 
Robert Barclay's Apology, he was, on peruſing it, 
convinced of the truths of the doftrine contained 
therein, and embraced the principles of Friends. 

About the year 1741 he was impriſoned by order 
of the magiſtrates there; and, after nine months 
confinement, was baniſhed to England; but return- 
ing, he was again impriſoned, and baniſhed under 
pain of corporal puniſhment, if he returned. He 
was afterwards relieved by order of the king and 
counci), and lefc at his liberty to return to Jerſey ; 
but being thus liberated, he ſertled at London about 
the year 1745 

In the exerciſe of his miniſtry he travelled much, 
| chiefly on foot. In 1763, he viſited Holland, 
ſome parts of Germany, and Switzerland, where his 
labours in the cauſe of piety ſeem to have been well 
received, 

When not engaged in travelling, his time was 
employ<d in attending meetings, teaching the 
French language, and tranflating ſeveral religious 
treatiſes into the French language. His diligence 


in attending meetings for worſhip and diſcipline 


was exemplary, even when ſuffering under the 
weight of age and infirmities ; and he was alſo an 
example of humilrty, ſelf-denial, and charity. Being 
careful in his miniſtry not to go beyond his guide, 
his appearances were ſeldom long; but lively, ſound, 
edifying, and pertinent to the ſtates of the people. 
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| 
, He was fervent in prayer, and evinced a deep | 
1 knowledge and experience in the things of God. x 
F He endured a lingering and painful diſeaſe, with 1 
4 much patience and reſignation; his mind appeared i 
abſtracted from earthly things, and centred in the | 
r enjoyment of divine peace, declaring to thoſe 
q about him, and with whom he converſed, that all 
fy tear of death was removed. 
r He departcd this life at Barking, the 19th of the 
e Second montn, 1786, and was interred in Friends 
4 burial ground there, aged near eighty; and a mi- 
; niſter about forty years. 
\ 4 
5 ——_—_ _—_— — 
; 
$ * 
Fl ARTHA WILLIAMS, of Neath, in Gla- 
morganſhire, was the daughter of John and 
8 Abigail Binns, of Carleton Biggin, near Skipton 
2 in Vorkſhire, and was born in the Fifth month, 
9 1710. She was educated in Friends principles, 
e but in her youth was prone to vanity; nevertheleſs 
e by Divine grace, ſhe was effectually enabled to turn 
e her back on the pleaſures and allurements of this 
n world, and her mind became engaged to ſeek an 
g inheritance incorruptible. | 
e, About the twenty- eighth year of her age, ſhe 
, found it to be her duty to bear a publick teſtimony 
e. to the ſufficiency of that Power, which had viſited 


ſe her; 
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her; and great were her ſufferings and conflicts 
under a ſenſe of her unworthineſs and inability for 
ſo great a work ; but being renewedly helped and 
inſtructed by the extendings of Divine love, ſhe was 
ſtrengthened to yield obedience to the requiring. 

In 1746, ſhe married Ambroſe Williams, and 
ſettled at Pont-y-poo!, in Monmouthſhire. They 
were true help-meets, giving up each other 
freely to the ſervice of Truth, and truſting in the 
Lord, and making it their principal care to feek 
firſt the kingdom of heaven and the righteouſneſs 
thereof, all things neceſſary in this life were added 
unto them. 

Under this devotedneſs of mind, ſhe was fre- 
quently concerned to vifit Friends in moſt parts of 
England and Wales, and was twice in Ireland. 
She was a great encourager of the weak, a ſeeker 
after the ſcattered, and a ſympathizer with the 
afflicted; and her cheerful temper gained her much 
place in the affections of young people, who were 
the particular objects of her tender care, and her 
advice often proved the means of drawing them 
nearer to the pure witneſs within. 

The latter part of her life, ſhe lived with her 
ſon-in-law and daughter, Evan and Elizabeth 
| Rees, of Neath. She was chiefly confined at home 
for about ſix months, and in the laſt two months, 
ſuffcred great pain; but was preſerved in quietneſs 
and peace of mind, and was at times ſtrengthened 
to expreſs her thankfulneſs, that ſhe was waiting 
Eby the 
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the Lord's time, to remove her to an everlaſting 
reſt; and tenderly adviſed her children, to do their 
day's work in the day-time; putting up her prayers 
to the Father of mercies, for their preſervation, with 
great fervency; and praifing the name of the Lord, 
who had been the ftay of her youth, and was the ſtaff 
of her declining age; and who graciouſly favoured 
her with his preſence to her lateſt moments. 

She quietly departed this life at Neath, the 19th 
of the Second month, 1788, and was interred in 
Friends burial ground, at Swanſea, the 24th of 
the ſame, aged ſeventy- eight; and a miniſter about 
hfty years. 


ARY GURNEY, of Norwich, was the 
daughter of Edmund and Mary Gurney of 
that city; friends well efteemed, and religioufly 
concerned to educate their children in the way of 
Truth ; and their care herein was the means of her 
being, in a good degree, preſerved from the vanities 
of the world, in the time of her youth. 
About the thirty-third year of her age, ſhe was 
favoured with a cloſe humbling viſitation of divine 
love, under which ſhe was concerned to bear teſti- 
mony thereto, by way of publick miniſtry, in which 
Friends had unity with her; and though the did 
5 not 
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not travel much abroad, ſhe viſited ſome of the 
meetings in her own, and ſome adjacent counties. 
But in the year 1788, ſhe viſited the meetings of 
Friends in Briſtol, Worceſterſhire, in divers other 
places; in which her publick miniſtry, and religious 
ſervices in Friends families where her lot was caſt, 
were to the comfort and ſatisfaction of many. 

In the cloſe of her viſit, ſhe ſtaid a ſhort time in 
London, and attended ſome meetings there; and 
having viſited the week-day meeting at Plaiſtow, 
and had acceptable ſervice therein, ſhe was ſoon 
after taken ill; and was conveyed to the houſe of 
Joſeph Cockfield at Upton 3 where, her indifpoſi- 
tion rapidly increaſing, ſhe ſaid that ſhe hoped ſhe 
ſhould be favoured with patience to bear all. The 
following day, her diſorder continuing to gain 
ground, and a perſon preſent ſaying, ſhe might ſtill 
live to do further good ; ſhe replied to this effect, 
that, ſhe endeavoured to make ſuch matters eaſy to 
her mind, by thinking, “Shall not the judge of all 
the earth do right?”” and that ſhe believed, if it 
| pleaſed him to remove her, it would be in mercy, 
and that ſhe might never go better. Her quiet 
compoſure of ſpirit, and reſignation to the divine 
will, during her illneſs, which, although ſhort, was 
attended with much bodily pain, were truly edify- 
ing to thoſe about her. She ſaid to her companion, 
O, what greater happineſs than to enter into the 
fullneſs of joy;' and that ſhe felt no guilt. Other 
comfortable and inſtructive expreſſions dropped 

from 
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from her, at difterent times. About an hour before 
her diſſolution ſhe appeared to be engaged in ſup- 
plication ; but her voice failing, ſhe could not be 
clearly underſtood. Her laſt words, which were 
diſtinctly heard, a ſhort time before ſhe expired, 
were, © Ready, ready, ready | Jeſus Chriſt, my 
Lord! 

She departed this life, on the 2d of the Eleventh 
month, 1788, aged ſixty-one; a miniſter about 
twenty-ſeven years; and was buried on the gth of 
the ſame month, in Friends' burial ground, near 
Bunhill fields, after a meeting at Gracechurch 
ſtreet meeting houſe. 


OBERT HARVEY, of Old Meldrum in 

Scotland, having been a faithtul labourer 
for the promotion of piety and virtue, in his time, 
that his example ſhould not be loft, the following 
ſhort account of him ſeems to claim a place in 
this colle Sion. He was a man of an exemplary 
conduct, a diligent attender of meetings, an upright 
labourer in them, his miniſtry ſound and edifying. 
He viſited moſt of the meetings in England and 
Wales, between the years 1754 and 1757, and 
ſoon after Ireland, returning by the north of Eng- 
land, to general fatisfaction, and his own peace: 
and, although we have no further account of his 
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travels in Truth's ſervice, yet it is evident, he 
retained his integrity to his concluſion ; as he ſigni- 
ficd a litile before his departure, that all his accounts 
were clear, and that he found nothing but peace 
of mind, | | 
He departed this life on the 21ſt of the Twelfih 
month, 1788, and was buried in Friends burial 
ground at Achorthies the 23d of the ſame, aged 
ſeventy-ſeven years, and a miniſter fifty years, 


ANIEL BURNS, of Lewes, in Suſſex, was 


convinced of truth about the twentieth year 


of his age, whilſt a ſoldier in the army; and being 
faithful to what was made manifeſt to be right, he 
bore his teſtimony againſt bearing arms. By the 
interpoſition of ſome friends of Hampſhire, he 
was diſcharged, in 1752, at Chicheſter, where he 
remained a ſhort time, and then removed into the 
compaſs of Lewes . monthly meeting. Abiding 
under the influence of the Spirit of Truth, he 
experienced a growth therein, and, after a while, 
had a few words to declare in meetings, by 
way of teſtimony. He was exemplary in con- 
duct and converſation, and laboured to his abi- 
lity in the ſervice of truth; and many times, in 
much brokenneſs of ſpirit, would endeavour to 
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ſtrengthen and encourage the weak and ſincere in 
heart, to come up in faithfulneſs to the manifeſta- 
tions of life and grace within. He was a pattern 
of meeknels and tender affection for all in diftreſs, 
whether Friends or others, and uſed his endcavours. 
for their relief; which many times was. bleſſed; 
with good fuccets. | 

In his laſt illneſe, which was but ſhort, he ap- 


peared perfectly reſigned, and expreſſed himſelt 


ſomewhat after this manner; that he believed his 
day's work was done, all was well, and he felt 
peace. . 

He departed this life the gth of the "Third month, 
1789, and was buried in Friends burial ground at 
Lewes the 15th of the ſame, aged tifty-cight 
years. | 58 


HOMAS FINCH, of Brentford in Middle- 

ſex, was born at Winkfield, in the county of 
Berks, of pious parents, under whom he had a 
guarded education; and, about the eighteenth year 
of his age, was favoured with an heavenly viſitation, 
to which, if he had given-way, he has ſince told 
an intimate acquaintance, he thought he ſhould 
then have been called to the work of the miniſtry 


but negleQing to live under the influence of this 


P 2 Divine 
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Divine principle, and turning his attention to the 
reading of deiſtical authors, his underſtanding be- 
came ſo darkened, that his mind ſeemed cloſed up, 
in an unbelicf of the truth of inward revelation ; 
and he thought there was nothing greater than 
reaſon to be known in man; but, as he has ſaid, 
he continued with Friends, among whom he was 
educatec, becauſe he believed them the beſt mo- 
raliſts. 8 85 

And, although he continued many years diſputing 
againſt the Truth, yet, it pleaſed the Moſt High, 
about the latter end of the year 17 56, to favour him 
again with a freſh viſitation of Divine love, He 
now no longer conſulted with fleſh and blood, but 
gave up to its heavenly inſtructions; and being 
humbled under the mighty hand of God, he, in due 
time, received a part in the miniſtry of the goſpel of 
Teſus Chriſt ; in whoſe ſpiritual as well as outward 
zppearance, he now firmly believed: and, having 
taſted of the Lord's judgments and mercies, he 


laboured to perſuade men to let their converſation 


be as becometh the goſpel. He was diligent in 
attending meetings for wor{hip and diſcipline, till 
near his deceaſe; zealous for the promotion of 
righteouſneſs; and of a benevolent diſpoſition, 
which enceared him to Friends and others of his 
acquaintance. 

During his illneſs, which was long and painful, 
he was favoured with that reſignation and peace, 
which beſpoke a mind elevated above earthly 

| | things; 


> I 


* — 
þ* - 


wy ww ww ia 9 A ww % © 


3; 


PIETY PROMOTED. 173 


things; and, to ſome friends, not many days before 
his deceaſe, he expreſſed himſelf thus; that although, 
during his indiſpoſition, he had felt great poverty 
of ſpirit, and at times as though deſerted, yet he 
truſted in the Lord's mercies ; believing that he 
ſhould be favoured, before the cloſing ſcene, to feel 
the Lord nigh, as in days paſt, This there was 
good Cauſe to believe he experienced; for, the 
Firſt-day evening beſore his deceaſe, he broke forth 
in a living teſtimony, to the mercy and Joving- 
Kindneſs of tac Almighty; encouraging all who 
had known ſomething of his goodneſs, to truſt in 
him; faying, © There is no ſhortneſs in him. If 
there is any ſhortneſs, it is in us, not in him. I 
bear this my laſt teſtimony to his goodneſs.“ At 
another time, being aſked how he did, he ſaid, I 
have been praying for help to carry me through 
with that patience, which I love to ſee in myſelf 
and others.“ Fo one who attended meetings, he 
obſerved, how comfortable a thing it is, to have 
nothing to do, but to die; that nothing ſtood in 
bis way; and that the way to die the death of the 
righteous, was to live the life of the righteous. 

He departed this life at Brentford the 5th of the 
Fourth month, 1789 ; and his corpſe was interred 
in Friends burial ground near that town the 12th 
of the fame: aged ſeventy-ſeven years, and a mi- 
niſter about thirty years. 

The following remarks were dictated by him to 
23 | a friend, 
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a friend, whom he deſired to write them down in 
the courſe of his illneſs. 

As ſurely as things are in their places, the beſt 
things will be uppermoſt, Now, as we read, 
« The king's daughter is all glorious within,“ fo 
there is ſomething truly beautiful in the regulation 
made by true religion, where the objects of our 
affections arc rightly regulated. It is of great 
conſequence what we love beſt; becauſe our lives 
and converſations are generally according to order 
or diforder within, Notwithſtanding the increaſe 
of knowledge among men, it ſeems but little of the 
beſt fort. There ſcem to be many that underſtand 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, who know but little 
of themſelves. It muſt be allowed to be a material 
point whether a man has liberty or not; and 
if he has, wherein it conſiſts, and which is the way 
to make the right uſe of it: this, well conſidered, 
might help us to diſcern the great importance of 
ſpiritual mindedneſs. The carnaliy-minded world 
ſeems to know little of theſe divine things. Men in 
common ſeem but little aware how neceſſary a good 
ftate of mind is, in order to live a good life, Accord- 


ingly we ſee few men in much care about the ſtate 


of thcir minds, 


WILLIAM 


M 


PIETY PROMOTED. 175 


ILLIAM RATHBONE of Liverpool 

was born there in 1926, of parents 
who were members of the national church. His 
mother died before he was two years old, and 
his father being, ſoon after, onvinced of Friends” 
principles, he was carefully educated therein; and, 
being in a good degree obedient to the viſitations 
of Divine grace, he became while young an example 
of ſobriety and induſtry. 

About the ſeventcenth year of his age, being 
under diſcouraging circumſtances, he formed the 
intention of going abroad with a view to acquire 
wealth; but when he thought himſe!f on the point 
of carrying this deſign into execution, his mind 
was brought under a weighty exerciſe; and he was 
impreſſed with a perſuaſion that his appointed ſtation 
was in his native place, where a field of religious 
labour was opened before him; and, that if he 
perſevered in his intention, his religions intereſts 
would be ſubverted, and the Divine will con- 
cerning him be oppoſed. In this ſtate of con- 
flict, he was convinced that if his fole dependance 
was fixed on the Almighty arm, it would ſupply 
all his wants; and be an unfailing ſupport in the 
various trials that might be allotted to him. 

Through the continued extenſion of Divine re- 
gard, he was enabled to yield obedience to theſe 
convictions; to enter into covenant with a cove- 
nant-kecping God; to limit his deſires after periſn- 
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ing riches; and to bear the turning of his hand 
upon him: and, as he was favoured: to enter on the 
active ſcenes of life with faith and dedication of 
heart, he was ſupported, in his paſſage through it, 
to bear his portion of diſuppoiatment and affliction 
wich Chriſtian fortitude. | 

The gracious Being, who had directed his feet 
into the right way, was mercifuily pleaſed to be 
with him, from ſtep to ſtep : ſo that he increaſed in 
ſtability and uſefulneſs; and about the forty-ninth 
year of his age, he was concerned to bear a publick 
teſtimony to the ſufficiency of this Divine grace, 
which had been the ſtay of his youth, 

For ſome time before his deceaſe, he was more 
than commonly enlarged in his publick teſtimony ; 
and accompanied two women fiiends in viſiting 
the families of Friends in his own, and a neigh- 
bouring meeting. The minds of ſome of his 
friends were ſingularly impreſſed with the exerciſe 
he was under the Firſt-day preceding his illneſs; 
when he had to expreſs in the morning meeting, the 
neceſſity of having oil in our veſſels, and our lamps 
trimmed; calling upon ſome preſent to remember 
in what awakening manner this exhortation had 
been ſounded in their hearing ; ſaying, it was given 
him afreſh to believe, that there were thoſe preſent, 


who, when the ſolemn ſummons ſhould be iſſued, 


« Behold the Bridegroom cometh; go ye forth to 
meet him;”” however diligent they might have been 
| 7-400 
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in having their veſſels repleniſhed, would find they 
had nothing to ſpare. 

The following day he was a little unwell, but 
cheerful; on third-day, complained of a violent 
cold that affected his head; and in the afternoon 
was obliged to go to bed. He was confined to his 
chamber about a week, during which his patience 
and fortitude was exemplary ; and although, through 
the extremity of his bodily illneſs, he was at times 
delirious, yet at intervals his underſtanding re- 
turned; in one of which he expreſſed audibly, 
Who would not love and praiſe thy name, thou 
King of Saints ;* and continued wi h ſolemn pro— 
ſtration of ſoul, for a conſiderable time, and then 
ſaid, very intelligibly, O, poor creatures, called 
upon to offer an offering in righteouſneſs ; who 
can but, who dare but, obey the call.“ It was a 
ſeaſon of awful quietneſs; his ſpirit was again 
powerfully engaged in fervent prayer, for full two 


hours, except once or twice, when raiſed up to 
take ſomething, he let fall a wandering expreſſion, 


but when he was laid quietly down, he was again 


| favoured with the renewed influence of the ſpirit of 
ſupplication. 


Through the weight of his illneſs, his voice was 
much interrupted, but ſundry expreſſions were at 
times diſtinQly heard, Moſt Holy Father;* © Lord, 


God, Almighty ;* I have known the rod, and blets 


the hand.“ What followed could not be diſtinctly 
heard, 
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lemnity of the ſeaſon, 

In the evening, his wife and children being in 
the room, and one of his daughters beſide him, he 
took both her hands in his, looked at her with a 
molt ſenſible expreſſion of affection, then cloſed his 
eyes, and, without a ſigh or ſtruggle, breathed his 
laſt. 

He departed this life the 11th of the Eighth 
month, 1789, and was interred in Friends' burial 
ground the 14th of the ſame, in the ſixty-fourth 
year of his agez and a miniſter about fourtcen 
years, | 


LIZABETH MERRYWEATHER was 
the daughter of Samuel and Deborah Waring, 
mentioned before in this collection, and widow: of 
Joſeph Merryweather, all of the county of Hants. 
She had the advantage of a religious education, and 


was, through the influence of divine grace, enabled 


to eſcape many of the corruptions, follies, and va- 
nities, incident to youth; and, in a good degree, 
to preſerve an irreproachable character, from chi'd- 
hood to mature age, As ſhe advanced in years, 


{he 
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ſhe gradually grew in grace, and in that ſaving 
knowledge which prepares and qualihes for ſervice. 

About the fortieth year of her age, ſhe came 
forth in a lively and edifying teſtimony; was very 
cautious not to enlarge beyond the limits of her 
gift, and the preſent concern; and was defirous 
and careful that her conduct and converſation 
might be ſuch, as becomes a goſpel miniſter. 

She viſited the meetings of Friends in Oxford- 
ſhire, Dorſetſhire, and London; likewiſe the fami- 
lies of Friends in her own county, to general ſatis- 
faction, and her own peace; and retained her love 
and zeal for the cauſe of Truth, unabated to the end. 
She was, for many years, frequently afflicted with 
long and painful attacks of illneſs; which, with 
ſome other very trying diſpenſations, ſhe was en- 
abled to bear with exemplary patience and reſig- 
nation. 125 

A ſhort time before her deceaſe, ſhe gave her 
daughter a ſtrict charge that her funeral might be 
very plain, and free from all unneceſſary expenſe; 
and alſo deſired her relations and friends might be 
informed of her death, that if any of them ſhould 
indline to attend her burial, they might have the 
opportunity of doing it; but, that no invitation 
ſhould be given; intimating that ſhe had done 
nothing to deſerve any extraordinary marks of 
» 

About ten days hefore her cloſe, ſhe apprehended 
it was required of her to viſit a friend's family; 

which, 
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which, with ſome difficulty, through great weak- 
neſs, ſhe was enabled to perform to good ſatisfac- 
tion; and on her return home, ſignified that ſhe 
was favoured with an evidence, that this was the 
laſt publick ſervice that would be required of her. 
And, the ſame evening, on going to bed, ſhe was 
ſeized with ſomething like a fit; which, being 
followed with her old complaint, the gout in her 
ſtomach, ſhe was confined to her bed, for the laſt 
time; and ſaid to her daughter, that ſhe often 
thought the time of her releaſe to be nigh, but 
never ſaw it ſo clearly before; and now ſhe had an 
evidence that the time was come; and charged her 
not to mourn for her, but rather to rejoice: adding, 
© I have nothing to do; all is quietneſs and peace.” 
At another time, I am ſweetly and peacefully 


paſting away: the Lord is my ſupport; the great 


Phyſician is near.“ And ſoon after ſaid, I have 
had a twelve month's conflict, and now, I believe, 
my heavenly Father hath pronounced it finiſhed.” 
Some Friends fitting one day in the chamber, 
ſhe was engaged to ſpeak nearly as follows : I have 
been thinking many times, what John ſaid of thoſe 
who had “ come through great tribulations, and 
had waſhed their garments, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb:“ I have been brought 
through many; and have deſired that my gar- 
ments might be waſhed, that all might tend to my 
ſanctification; and, under all, the Lord knew my 
integrity, and has given me a ſure evidence of a 
reſting 
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reſting place with him, where ſorrow cannot reach. 
And this is all I want, my Friends, to know, I 
want no other teſtimonies to be borne of me.“ 

She then was led to praiſe and magnify that 
good hand, which, ſhe ſaid, had been with her all 
her life long, and would not forſake her in her laſt 
hour. To a friend in the miniſtry, ſhe ſpoke very 
encouragingly, exhorting her to be faithful to the 
leaſt diſcovery of duty; ſaying, The widow's 
mite hath often been a comfort to me; though but 
a mite, it was not overlooked by the great Maſter :' 
adding, * I have ever found obedience to the 
ſmalleſt requirings, brings peace; but diſobedience 
will bring poverty.” 

While ſhe retained her ſpecch and faculties, ſhe 
had a ſuitable word of exhortation or advice to moſt 
who vilited her; and took an affectionate leave of 
her relations and friends. x | 

Thus favoured, to cloſe a life of much pain and 
ſorrow in great peace, ſhe expired without - a 
{truggle or a ſigh, at Alton, the 7th of the Twelfth 
month, 1789, and her remains were interred in 


Friends burial ground there, the 13th of the ſame, 


aged near ſixty; and a miniſter about twenty 
years, 


Q MARY 
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ARY LEAVER, wife of John Leaver, of 
Nottingham, was born in the year x720, 
of parents profeſſing with Friends. She was en- 
dowed with a good natural underſtanding, and had 
the advantage of a religious education, Through 
faithfulneſs to the humbling viſitations of Divine» 
grace, ſhe was raiſed up to bear teſtimony to the 
efficacy and ſufficiency thereof, about the year 

1733. 

dhe loved retirement, yet found it her concern to 
viſit Friends in moſt counties in this nation; and, 
in the year 1773, divers provinces in North Ame 
rica, where her fervice was very acceptable. Some 
time after her return, ſhe met with a trying diſpen- 
ſation, her three daughters being removed from her 
by death in the ſpace of a few years ; all of tbem 
grown up to womens' eſtate, and hopeful; which 
affliction ſhe appeared to bear with becoming reſig- 
nation to the Divine will. 

Her laſt illneſs. was very ſhort, and part thereof 
attended with conſtderable pain, which fhe bore 
with truly Chriſtian patience, ſaying to one of her 
near relations, the evening before her departure, 
J am content: to which he replied, That's a 
favour :* ſhe ſaid, © A great one: and added, It 
has put me upon thinking every way ; but I feel 
no condemnation; I am eaſy.” She was moſtly 
favoured with her underſtanding till near her con- 
cluſion; oo quietly departed this life the 15th of 


the 
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the Twelfth month, 1789; and was interred in 
Friends“ burial ground, at Nottingham, the 18th 
of the ſame, aged about ſixty-nine years, and a mi- 
niſter about thirty-ſix years. 


ARAH TAYLOR, of Manchefter, was 
daughter of John and Margaret Routh, of 
Wenſley-dale in Yorkſhire. She was religiouſly 
educated, and, through the merciful viſitations of 
the day-ſpring from on high, Divine impreſſions 
were made on her tender mind; through faithful. 
neſs to the manifeſtations whereof, in patient reſig- 
nation, ſhe was fitted for fu ther ſervice, and 
appeared in the miniſtry about the nineteenth year 
of her age, and viſited London, in company with 
Mary Slater. About the twentieth year of her 
age, ſhe removed to Mancheſter, and reſided with 
her brother John Routh. In the year 1748, {he 
was married to William Taylor (of whom ſee an 
account in the Teſtimonies concerning Publick 
Friends deceaſed); he ſurvived but a few months, 
but ſhe often expreſſed that they were united int a 
bond of heavenly fellowſhip. After Ws na 
continued unmarried. _ 13 on 


In teſtimony, ſhe was lively, clove, wid en 
AY careful to wait for the opening and 
1 2 authority 
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authority of the word of life, and ſkilful in dividing 
it to the people; and in her addreſſes to the Al- 
mighty, her mind was ſenſibly clothed with that 
which gives acceſs to the throne of grace. Under 
the engagement of divine love, with the full con- 
currence of her brethren, ſhe viſited at ſeveral 
times, the meetings of Friends in moſt parts of 
this kingdom, Wales, and Ireland. She was dili— 
gent in viſiting the widows, fatherleſs, and afflicted, 
and exemplary in attending meetings for worthip 
and diſcipline. | 


When the infirmities of old age attended, and 


ſhe was, by a dropſy, confined to her houſe, and 
moſtly to her bed, ſhe expreſſed herſelf to a friend 
nearly as follows: T was never more ſenſible than 
in this time of my confinement and ſeparation from 
my friends, of the various ways in-which the Lord's 
work is marred, and his merciful deſigns, with re— 
ſpe& to individuals, fruſtrated, through the relue- 
tance of the creature bo become as paſſive clay in 
the hands of the potter, veſſels of the Lord's own 
forming, without any mixture. Some heſitate, 
ſome are too forward; but all this is from unre- 
duced ſelf, and all tends to mar the Lord's work. 
We are to be formed into pure veſſels, quite 
emptied, that the Divine word may have free 
courſe; no heſitation, no activity or contrivance 
of the creature, to chooſe or to refuſe.* Then, 
after a little pauſe, added, But He knoweth human 
weaknefs, who is a God of infinite compaſlion, and 
| he 
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he ſtands ready to help us, if we look to him in 
ſincerity. A figh, a tear, ariſing from true contri- 
tion, is a ſacrifice well pleaſing in his ſight ; becauſe 
it is of his own preparing, and will ariſe as incenſe 
from the temple of our hearts, if we are dedicated 
to him.“ The fame friend going to her, carly in 
the morning, ſhe mentioned a perſon who defired 
to be remembered to her, and by her, Sarah ſaid, 
© ] have been thinking much of him in the night, 
and would have thee ſay, when thou ſeeſt him, that 
in looking at me, and the probability of my being 
nearer the ſolemn cloſe than ſome others; and 
having been in a good degree preſerved through 
many exerciſes, he may think there is a cauſe to 
rejoice ; but I never paſſed through more proving 
conflicts than at preſent, nor ever had greater need 
of watchfulneſs, leſt the enemy {hould get any 
advantage over me; or had at any time more diſ- 
trefling fears of loſing ground, and the great work 
of redemptian falling ſhort, and receiving damage, 
by my poor mind being turned aſide to objects of 
inferior importance, and fo the victory nat be ob- 
tained, Day and night, to be ſolicitous for pre- 
ſervation, was never more needful.* 

O, that great work of redemption! « I pray 
not,” ſaid our bleſſed Redeemer, _ that thou 
ſhouldeſt take them out of the world, but that thou 
ſnouldeſt preſerve them from the evils.” We 
are called unto victory ; all depends upon keeping 
cloſe to him, who can alone preſerve us in the hour 
of temptation - I will keep thee in the hour 


—Y. of 
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of temptation *' then is the trying time, when the 
grand enemy endeavours to gain his end; it is his 
work to draw the mind into captivity ; he wants 
to keep us in bondage.“ 

Some months before her removal, ſhe faid, I 
am not apprehenfive my cloſ> is very near, though 
I feel nothing to ſtand in my way; J am quite 
reſigned, and deſire to be preſerved in the pa.ience; 
tor though fo feeble, and nearly wore out, a natural 
quickneſs about me, often under my fufterings, 
prompts to d N but when thus tried, I in- 

vite patience; and aifo pray to the Giver of every 
good and pertect gift for it, and am favoured to feel 
its return' She alſo ment.oneg, that as her hodily 
ſtren2th became mot e impaired, ber underitanding 
was more opened to proſpects which no language 
was copious enough to expreſs; in which ſhe ex- 
perienced a freedom from all the feiters of earthly 
connections, or objects of ſenſe; it was as the 
place of broad rivers, where were no ſtorms or 
tempeſts; neither galley with oars, nor gallant ſhip 
to paſs; no work nor inven ion of man; but as in 
the eccan of dwine love, her mind was filled with 
ſent worſhip, and adoration of tie Supreme Being. 
She added few of her early acquaintance were 
now remaining in this life; yet, the ſaid, there 
were ſituated in ſeveral parts cf the nation, thoſe 
whom her mind often viſited in near. love, and the 
felt them near in the covenant of Truth; and ex- 
preſſed, - with much tenderneſs, her deſires that 


thoſe who were entering upon a fituation, ſur- 


rounded 
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rounded with dangers, might ſeek after the pear! 
of great price; and be willing to fell all, to pur- 
Chaſe the field where the treaſure was hid; for it 
would remain when all other {upports failed. 

On two friends viſiting her, ſhe ſaid that ſhe 
knew not how it might be with her, in reſpect 
either to life or death; nor did the defire to know 
but it was abundantly made up by a proſpect that 
was trequent!y laid open, and enlarged into a ſcene 
ot ineſfable glory and brightneſs, that at times it 
ſeemed too vaſt for her to bear; but as it was 
merciiully continued, her capacity for receiving it 
tncreaſed ; and ſhe had been favoured to behold a 
ſtate ſo glorified, in perpetual union with purified 
ſpirits, that at ſeaſons ſhe ſeemed incloſed in a 
ſcene of univerſal brightneſe, glory, and beauty, too 
great for human comprehenſion. But ite ſoort 
added, with awfulneſs, © Yet this has not always 
been the caſe; there was a time, when the heavens 
were as braſe, and the earth as iron, and my ſoul 
encompaſſed as in clouds of impenetrable darknef: ; 
but hnce, that is mercitully removed, and the be- 
ſote- mentioned proſpect has graciouſly ſucceede..* . 

She had been made to view the paſt errors of 
her life, and alſo to feel that judgment muſt paſs. 
over the tranſgreſſing nature, and even upon every 
wrong impulſe of the mind, though it might not 
break forth into ation; by giving way to which, 
ſhe had often prepared herſelf a cup of ſorrow un- 
known to others. She faid, what ſhe felt for her. 

15 friends 
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friends in religious profeſſion, was not to be ex- 
preſſed; nor the ſtrength of her deſite, that thoſe 
who had yielded themſelyes into the purifying hand 
of judgment, might be preſerved under it ſtedfaſt 


and immovcable. Nor could ſhe ſet forth in 


words, her ardent ſ-licitude, that tho®e who had 
been, and were, wandering from the fold of reſt, 
might be given to ſee their dangerous ſituation ; 
adding, O, what I feel for thoſe wanderers ; 
could I but gather them; could I open one of 
theſe proſpects to their view, how would it ſtain all 
their worldly purſuits : ſurely it would make them 
covet an eſtabliſhment on this immutable founda- 
tion: I have often thought of thoſe expreſſions, If 
the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the 
ungodly and ſinner appear?“ What my mind has 


felt for ſome of you of late, has -indeed exceeded 


2ny thing I ever experienced before.” 

Another time the ſeid, © I have had deep ſuffer- 
ings and baptiſms to paſs through, but I now ſee, 
wi eh indubitable clearneſs, that there is a rock and 
fortreis at the bottom; which, if we cleave unto, 
no power of darkneſs, however great, ſhall be able 
to move us from, long together.“ To a friend 


who fat with her, the ſaid, The body is weak, 


but my mind is preſerved in quietneſs, and ſeal..ns 
of confoLtion come unſought for; when clear 
proſpects are opened to my view, of © the ſpirits 
of juſt made perfect, and of the church trium- 


prac, which words are inſufficient to deſcribe. It 


appears 


1X7 
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appears” like a boundleſs expanſe, an ocean of 
love, a river clear as cryſtal, which the vultures 
cye cannot ſee; no galley with oars, nor gallant 
ſhip, can paſs thereby: there the ſpirits of the juſt, 
the church trimphant, enjoys full fruition; are 
gathered into the place of pure prayer, adoration, 
and worſhip. Precious in the eyes of the Lord is 
the death of his ſaints; becauſe in theſe cruſts and 
ſhackles of the body, they cannot enjoy perfect, 
rininterrupted blefſedneſs; and he wills and loves 
that thoſe whom he has redcemed by his power, 
ſhould enjoy perfect unmixed happineſs.“ She 
added, I have learned with the apoſtle, that it is 
e not by works of righteouſneſs that I have done, 
but of his mercy that he hath ſaved me, by the 
waſhing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt 3** and O, I would not change my 
ſituation for all the poſſeſſions of this world; nor 
for all the knowledge and ſpeculation that the wiſe 
ſyſtem- builders of the preſent age can acquire 
and, whatever they may vainly ſuppoſe, it is not a 
deluſion, nor the workings of imagination, nor of 

prejudice ; but ſolid, enduring, ſubſtantial truth.“ 
After a ſolemn pauſe, before ſome friends took 
leave of her, ſhe ſignified, with a ſweet calmneſs, 
the probability of its being a final farewel ; then 
added, But there is one thing of more importance, 
that I feel my mind preſſed to fix upon yours 4 
which is, that you may be gathered into entire re- 
ſignation to abide with your great Maſter on 
| Mount 
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Mount Calvary; and remember what he declared, 
that © where I am, there ſhall my ſervant be,” 
and this you know was under ſuffering ; and what 
I have wiſhed for you is, that you may travail for a 
willingneſs to be kept here; for what can we de- 
fire more or greater, than to be where our great 
Lord and Maſter is. He knows your ſtate and 
your weakneſſes, and his eye is over you for good; 
but if, like Peter, you ſlide from his teſtimony, he 
may bring it to your remembrance ; and though 
your trials may be many and ſevere, and you may 
be beſct and buffetted on every hand; yet he is 
omnipotent, all-powerful to preſerve and keep you ; 


and it is the Father's good pleaſure to give his 


adopted children the kingdom : for his regard is to 
his little flock, and all the combined powers of 
darkneſs ſhall not be able to pluck any of his 
lambs out of his hands.“ 
On the 19th of the Sixth month, to a friend, ſhe 


ſpoke to the following import; On looking over 


my paſt life, I cannot charge myſelf with being 
preſumptuous; but I know I have not at all times 
been as honeſt as I ſhould have been; eſpecially in 
our large publick meetings for worſhip. When 
things have ariſen with clearneſs, that I ſhould 


have communicated to the people, I have let the 


right time ſlip, by deliberating on my own unht- 
neſs : this is indeed conſulting with fleſh and blood; 
liſtening to an enemy. I have not only hereby 
increaſed my own portion of ſorrow and conflict; 
but 
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but the bleſſed cauſe has ſuffered, the free circula- 


tion of life has been obſtructed, when I have had 
reaſon to believe it would have flowed as from 


veſſel to veſſel.“ After fitting awhile under the 
covering of a ſweet and folemn quietneſs, ſhe ſaid, 


„O, what an awful thing is pure goſpel miniſtry ! 


How few underſtand, or are ſufficiently baptized 
into the true nature and ſpirit of pure, living, 
powerful, goſpel miniftry !* And the following day, 
to the ſame friend, when taking leave of her, ſhe 
ſaid, Thou ſeeſt, dear child, how I am carried 
on from day to day; neither ſeeing, nor deliring 
to ſee, how the preſent diſpenſation is to terminate; 
but faith and patience are mercifully vouchſafed to 
ſuſtain ; though ſometimes it ſeems as if they 
were ready to fail; and then, I am deeply tried. 
It is a great thing to be able to ſay, I have 
fought the good fight ; I have kept the faith.” O, 


this keeping the faith, this cleaving cloſe to him, 


who has indeed loved us freely! If ſome of you 
will keep the faith, you will be ſtrengthened, more 


and more, to make war in righteonineſs againſt the 


enemies of your on houſes ; and be able to lift up 
a ſtandard againſt wrong things in others.” She 
afterwards added, I often viſit you in that love 
which is wider than the ocean, and extends over 
ſea and land; and do thou remember to keep the 
faith, in him 10 7 is inviſible and invincible too. 


On Second-day preceding her departure, ſhe' was 


mueh afflicted with pain and ſhortneſs of breath ; 


when 
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when a relation expreſſing her reluctance to leave 
her, to attend the monthly meeting, ſhe ſaid, I 
would have thee go; for though I have a trying 
putting on, I do not quite ſee the end; but it may 
not be long before it comes; and thou may tell 
friends, I do not expect to ſee any of them again; 


and give my dear love to all, for it ſpreads univer- 


ſally.” | 

On Sixth-day morning the ſymptoms of ap- 
proaching diſſolution were more apparent; and 
her outward ſight much gone, ſo that ſhe did not 
ſeem to know thoſe about her, but by their voices 
yet her religious exerciſe did not ceaſe ; for ſhe 
trequently expreſſed much care and concern for a 
young woman in the family, earneſtly intreating 
her to do all ihe could to inherit eternal life ; with 
many other expreſſions of ſtrong ſolicitude for her 
preſervation. 

About eight o'clock in the evening ſhe took a 
little wine and water, but found it difficult to ſwal- 
low; and when ſhe had taken a ſmall portion, 
faid, with a ſtrong and clear voice, No more ;' 
and ſoon after dropped the following expreſſions : 
© Be ſtill, be ſtill, and thou ſhalt ſoon ſee the 
ſalvation of thy God;' which were the laſt words 
uttered, and were accompanied with ſuch an cvi- 
dence that they were ſpoken concerning herſelf, 
and that it was her own bleſſed experience, as 
greatly bowed the ſpirits of thoſe preſent, in reſig- 
nation to the Divine will. About ten -ſhe quietly 

| breathed 
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breathed her laſt, the 19th of the Eighth month, 
1791; and was buried in Friends burial ground, 
the 21ſt of the ſame, aged ſeventy-four years, and 
a miniſter fifty-four years. 


ARY POOLEY, daughter of William 
and Mary Pooley, of Tooley Street, South- 
wark, was born the 11th of the Fifth month, 1772. 
Her parents were concerned to bring her up in 
plainneſs and ſobriety; and their endeavours for 
her preſervation therein, and from the many evils 
which are in the world, was not ineffectual ; for, 
although of a lively diſpoſition, ſhe was religiouſly 
inclined in very early life, ſhe loved the truth, and 
the friends of it, and was of a ſteady deportment. 
About the eighteenth year of her age, ſhe ſeemed 
more frequently indiſpofed than heretofore, and al- 
though it did not appear unlikely to others that ſhe 
might ſtill live to fee many days; yet ſhe ſeemed 
to have a ſenſe given her that her ſtay in this world 
would not be to an advanced age; and her in- 
diſpoſition increaſing, became a ſettled decline. 
During this trying ſeaſon her patience was remark- 
able; ſhe was preſerved from murmuring, and 
ſeemed cheerful in ſpirit ; ſaying, © Through mercy 
1 do not repine.” | 
{i R Many 
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Many expreſſions ſhe uttered in the courſe of 
her illneſe, tending to ſhew the reſignation of her 
mind, and quiet acquieſcence with divine permiſ- 
ſion. About a month before her deceaſe, her father 
aſking her how ſhe did, ſhe replied, © I leem to be 
gradually going; I have remembered the words of 
Job, © The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord.“ It is beſt to 
be reſigned; don't grieve, dear father; the Lord 
be with thee;" and again adviſed her parents to 
give her up freely, ſaying, We muſt part ſome 
time or other, and I cannot go better than well. 
About two weeks before her deceaſe, after having 
made divers ſolid remarks, ſhe ſaid to this effect, 
© There is a language that I have often thought of in 
the time of health, which is, O, that I might walk 
in all things conſiſtent with the Truth I make pro- 
feſſion of.“ And at another time, nearer her end, 
ſhe ſaid, I think I may truly ſay, I have not mur- 
mured in all this illneſs; the Lord is my refuge ; 
I am comfortably reſigned to his Divine will, and 
ſeem to have nothing to do but to die. 

She continued a few days longer, during which 
ſhe uttered divers expreſſions to the ſame effect as 
the foregoing. The day ſhe died, ſhe defired that 
her father and brother might be ſent for, with 
whom ſhe had a folemn ſeaſon; and afterwards 
appeared ſerene, and given up to the Lord's will. 
She - quietly departed, the 12th of the Eleventh 
month, 1792, aged about twenty years and an 
135 £ | half; 
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half; and was interred the 18th, in Long Lane 
burial ground, after a meeting held at Horſlydown. 


ALPH BAIMBRIDGE, a member of 


Newcaſtle meeting, having through a variety 
of diſpenſations been convinced that all outward 
and ceremonial worſhip was unavailing ; and that 
nothing ſhort of the pure, living, eternal ſuuſtance, 
Chriſt, the Rock of ages; would truly profit the 
ſoul, he became a lively example of the efficacy of 
the Divine principle as profeſſed by us, joined our 
focicty about the twenty-fourti year of his age, and 
after a ſhort time received a gift in the miniſtry, 
It does not appear he was much ch out of 
the compaſs of his own quarterly meeting; yet he 
ſometimes went to the halt-yearly meeting in Scot- 
land, the yearly meeting in London, and the meet- 
ings in ſome neighbouring counties in his way to 
and from the yearly meeting; and by ſome minutes 
which be left behind, it appears he was deeply bap- 
tized into the ſtates of the people, as he paſſed along, 
and was generally enabled to diſcharge his duty 
faithfully, and to reap the reward of peace. 

His laſt illneſs was tedious and painful, but he 

' bore it with exemplary patience and fortitude. He 
ſaw, with compoſure, the period of his life ap- 
ES proaching ; 
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proaching ; *and though preſerved in a calm refig- 
nation to the divine will, he ſometimes expreſſed a 
deſire to be diflolved ; being enabled to look for- 
wards with an humble confidence, from a retroſpect 
of a well-ſpent life, ro the enjoyment of its ſure 
reward, an incorruptible inheritance with the ſaints 
in light. 

He was favoured to the laſt with the uſe of his 
mental faculties; and at different times uttered 
weighty and edifying remarks. He ſignified, near 
the beginning of his confinement, that he had en- 
deavoured to diſcharge his duty faithfully, and ſaid, 
he ſaw nothing more for him to do, or to undo; 
and at one time he expreſſed himtelf as follows: 
Though we hear and read of people at theſe 
times having great openings, fights, and reve- 
lations, ſeeming to be enraptured with Chriſt's 
love, and his meeting them; it has not been fo 
with me, but I have been in a quiet rcſt, in a 
compoſed waiting ſtate, feeling a covering of that 
which was my morning light; that which called 
and created me anew, and placed me in a ſtate of 
ſonſhip : He is yet with me, and I know that where 
he is, I ſhall be alſo, even as he is; and as it is 
not likely I can do it myſelf again, I would wiſh 
my friends to be informed, that I reſt in the fame 
faith, in that which gathered us to be a people. I 
fecl Him to be yet with me, who hath redeemed me 
out of all diſtreſs; the God who hath fed and kept 
me all my life long,” 


He 
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He departed this life the 27th of the Fourth 
month, 1793, and was buried the 3d of the Fifth 
month following; aged about ſixty-four; and a 
miniſtcr about forty years. 


ENRY KITE, of Norton in Hertfordſhire, 

was but little known to Friends in his early 
life, being brought up in the National church, and 
for ſome time frequented the meetings of the Me- 
thodiſts; but being favoured with an awakening 
viſitation, he was brought to ſee the exceeding ſin- 
ſulneſs of ſin, and to feel judgment on the tranſ- 
greſſing nature in him; and by obedience to theſe 
diſcoveries he became meaſurably reformed in life 
and converſation. 

In the year 1768 he frequented our religious 
meetings, litting therein in a weighty, ſolid frame; 
and his general conduct being conſiſtent, he was in 
the year following received as a member. A faith- 
ful diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation, which was 
that of a ſervant, procured the eſteem of his em- 
ployers; who readily made way for his attendance 
of meetings for worſhip and diſcipline, wherein he 
was very exemplary. He was a man of a meek 
and humble ſpirit, and although not large in teſti- 
mony, yet he grew in his gift; in the exerciſe 

R 3 whereof 
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whereof he was plain, lively, and edifying, reaching 
the witneſs of "I ruth in the heart. He was uſeful 
alſo in the diſcipline of the church, having been 
frequently engaged therein to the ſatisfaction of his 
friends. It was his lot to meet with divers cloſe 
trials, which he bore with Chriſtian fortitude. 
During his laſt illneſs, he ſaid, My poor body 
is much afflicted, but I am comfortable in mind, 
which I eftcem a great favour; © I have paid my 
viſit to the yearly mceting, and have no cauſe to 
repent, for I believe J was in my place in ſo doing.” 
And at another time, to his wife, My Jear, don't 
weep for me, although my body is in a ſuffering 
tate, my mind enjoys a periect calm, and I have 
no fear cf death.” On being aſked by one of his 
ſons how he was, he replied, © Thou ſeeſt thy poor 
father labouring under great bodily affliction, but 
am preſerved with a ſtill, quiet mind, and I feel 
the Lord's goodneſs graciouſly extended to me.” 
And to his daughter he ſaid, My dear, a few 
words have ſprung in my mind, very comfortably ; 
which are, „the Lord is rifen in his holy temple, 
let all the earth be ſilent before him.” What can 
the temple be but the body? O, what a comfort to 
feel the Lord's goodneſs ſo graciouſly extended to 
me, a poor creature; but I can truly ſay, I have 
given all up. I have committed all into the hands 
of a merciful God, to do with me as he pleaſeth, 
either to take me, or reſtore me to health; I have 
no will in it. O, what a favour is this, to be re- 
ſigned 
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ſ.zned cither to life or death!” And at another 
time, © I have to remember „the Lord is a ſtrong 
tower, whereunto the righteous flee, and are 
ſaved.” I can with great thankfulneſs ſay to my 
God, © have fought the good fight, and have 
kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs.“ And the day before he 
died, amongſt other things, IJ am clear of the 
blood of every one. I feel my diſorder making its 
progreſs, and it appears to me that I ſhall be re- 
moved in a little time. My bodily aMiction is 
Treat, but the ſweet peace of my mind is far 
greater. O, how I fecl the ſweet influence of 
he -avenly love!” | 

He departed this life the 1 5th of the Sixth month, 
1793, at Norton, aged about fifty-five years, ard 
was buried on the 21ſt of the ſame, in Friend's 


burial ground at Baldock; and a miniſtcr about 
twenty-four years. 


OROTHY OWEN, of Dewiſpren, near 


Dolgelly in Merionethſhire, was the daugh- 
ter of Rowland and Lowry Owen of the ſame 
place. She was educated in the profeſſion of 
Friends, notwithſtanding which, ſhe in her youth 
accompanied other young people in vain and un- 


profitable 
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profitable amuſements; but about the ſixteenth 
vear of her age, being favoured with a viſitation of 
- Divine love, ſhe became ſenſible of the errors of 
ſuch ways; and by a ſtrict attention to the re- 
proofs of inſtruction, and ſubmiſſion to the operation 
of truth, ſhe experienced redemption from the love 
and ſpirit of this world. | 

About the twenty-third year of her age, ſhe ap- 
peared in a publick teſtimony ; and her conduct 
being conſiſtent therewith, ſhe was made inſtru— 
mental to the convincing and gathering of divers 
to the principle and profeſſion of the "I ruth in the 
neighbourhood where ſhe reſided; where, from 
removals and defection, the members ot our ſociety 
were reduced to a very ſmall number. 

The ſweet favour of her zealous, humble, meek 
example; and her dedication of time, faculties, 
and property (though in low circumſtances), to 
the glory of God, and the good of her fellow-crea- 
tures, had a powerful tendency to enforce the doc- 
trine ſhe preached. She was remarkable for her 
diligence in the attendance of meetings for worſhip 
and diſcipline, from which neither diſtance nor 
weather kept her back, while of ability; and ſhe 
frequently went nearly forty miles on foot in that 
mountainous country, to attend the monthly meet- 
ing: even when the inclemency of the ſeaſon 
rendered it not only difficult, but dangerous. 

She contented herſelf with the leaſt expenſive 
manner of living and dreſs, in order to have the 

more 
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more to diſtributz to the neceſſities of others; 
tenderly ſympathizing with the poor inhabitants 
around her: and ſo bright was her example, that 
one, not in profeſſion with us, declared, Her 
conduct preaches daily to me. 

Her laſt illneſs was lingering and painful; which 
ſhe bore with exemplary patience, and was eminently 
favoured with. divine peace, ſo as ſenſibly to affect 
and gather the minds of thoſe who viſited her, into 
a ſenſe of the ſame bleſſed influence, Her proſpect 
of future happineſs was unclouded; and ſhe ſaid 
very near the concluſion, © The arms of divine 
mercy are wide open to receive me.” 

She died the 12th, and was buried in Friends 
burying ground at Tyddyn-y-Gareg, the 17th of 
the Seventh month, aged about forty-two years ; 
and a miniſter about nineteen years. 


T OB SCOTT, of Providence, in Rhode Iſland, 
was removed by death whilſt on a religious 
viſit in Ireland. He was a man of ſtrong under- 
ſtanding and quick diſcernment ; but {ſtill more 
remarkable for having experienced the vigorous 
faculties of his mind reduced, in no common de- 
gree, under the humbling power of Truth, When 
young, he was, according to his own account, 
much 
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much addicted to levity of conduct; and it is pro- 
bable that the cloſe exerciſes which he afterwards 
paſſed through, and the ſcrupulous diſpoſition of 
mind 1n which for ſome time he appeared to live, 
were as the neceſſary inflettions of the crooked 
wand to the contrary ide, in order, at length, to 
reduce it to perfect ſtraitneſs: wiſdom even tor- 
menting with her diſcipline, and at Jength returning 
the fraight way. 

He arrived | in London in the Firſt A 1793, 
and Jaboured diligently in the occupation of his 
talent as a goſpel miniſter, in and near the city, 
until the latter end of the Third month ; when he 
proceeded leiſurely to the Welch yearly-meeting, 
held at Carmarthen. On this occaſion, as well as 
at the ſucceeding one of the, Briſtol yearly meeting, 
his buſineſs ſeemed to be that of leading the people 
from a reliance on preaching, by becoming himſelf, 
throughout, an example of humble ſilence. 

He afterwards attended the yearly-meeting in 
London, in the laſt ſitting of which, he delivered 
ſome memorable hints reſpecting the commotions 
then prevailing in the earth; and pointing to the 
path in which the righteous, in ſuch ſeaſons of 
overturning, might tread with ſafety. After this, 
he went, without much delay, to Ireland; to the 
meetings of which he paid a general viſit, and re- 
turned to Dublin in the Eleventh month; but not 
finding himſelf clear of a belief of more ſervice in 
that country, he went to Ballitore, at which place 

he 
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he fell ſick with the ſmall-pox. He aſked ſeveral 
queſtions reſpecting that diſeaſe; and afterwards 
very emphatically declared, It is no matter what 
is the diforder;* and in a little while added, © Its 
being that or any other, does not at all alter my 
feelings.” 

A friend Seti that his getting well through 
it, would be a great favour; he replied with a 
ſmile, Which ever way it is, I hope I ſhall get 
well over it.“ He alſo ſaid, © There is an eternal 
arm underneath each of us, which is ſufficient to 
bear up and ſupport ; and will do it, as far as it is 
needful we ſhould be ſupported ; and I have long 
been confirmed in. this ſentiment, that nothing 
could poſſibly happen, that would harm or inſure 
me, while I kept under the divine influence.” 
Sometime after he ſaid, Though I am not with- 
out ſome conſiderable bodily pain, yet I feel ſuch a 
portion of that good which is infinite, that it does 
not ſeem worth mentioning; and if there was no 
greater enjoyment hereafter, the preſent would be 
a ſtate truly deſirable, through a never-ending 
eternity: and yet, the fullneſs is ſtill more de- 
frable.” 

To relate all the inſtructive and comfortable 
expreſſions which he uttered, would ſwell this 
account beyond the propoſed limits. A week be- 
fore his cloſe, dictating a letter to his relations and 
friends, after mentioning that his diſtreſs of body, 
through extreme difficulty of breathing, had for a 

ſhort 
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ſhort time been almoſt equal to any thing he could 
ſuppoſe human nature capable of ſupporting, he 
ſaid, © Juſt now, and for ſeveral hours paſt, I have 
been almoſt as eaſy as at any time in my life; I 
think certainly, never more ſo in my mind. I feel 
no kind of alarm; but the iſſue is certainly very 
doubtful. I feel eaſieſt to addreſs you in this 
manner, principally that you may know that my 
mind enjoys a fulneſs, in that which removes be- 
yond the reach of all ſorrow. I ſuppoſe my love 
was never in a ſtate of greater enlargement, or 
leſs tinctured with ſelfiſhneſs, to all my relations 
and friends the world over. My deſire for my 
children's ſubſtantial growth in the Truth, and 
ſtrict adherence to all its diſcoveries, to the cloſe 
of their days, is by far the principal wiſh I have 
for them. Out of the enjoyment of a good degree 
of this precious inheritance, I know of nothing in 
this world worth living for. Ye that know it, 
ſuffer nothing, I moſt cordially beſeech you, ever 
to divert your minds from an increaſing and fervent 
purſuit after the fulneſs of it, even unto © the 
. meaſure of the ſtature and fulneſs of Chriſt.“ 
Afterwards, in addition to the foregoing letter 
he added, © My ſpirits are under little or no depreſ- 
fion at all. Perhaps I never ſaw a time before, 
when all things not criminal, were ſo nearly alike 
to me, in point of any diſturbance to the mind. 
I do not know, but that when awake, and capable 
of contemplation, I nearly rejoice and give thanks 


in 
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in all, When I verge a little towards ſleep, I am all 
afloat, from the ſtate of my nerves ; and, from the 
extreme irritation, forced almoſt immediately, and 
with very unpleaſant ſenſations, from beginning 
repoſe; but, through all, the ſoul ſeems deeply 
anchored in God, Many and painful have been 
the probationary exerciſes of this life to me. Ah! 
were there probability of ſtrength, how I could 
enlarge; for my heart ſeems melted within me in 


retroſpective view. But all the former conflicts, 


however grievous in their time, are lighter now 
than vanity ; except as they are clearly ſeen to have 
contributed largely to the ſanctification of the 
ſoul; as they are remembered with awfulneſs and 
gratitude before Him, who has not been wanting 
to preſerve through them all; and as they ſeem 


likely to introduce, either very ſhortly, or before a 


very long time, to an exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. My very ſoul abhors the idea, that a 
Chriſtian can ever be at liberty, while under the 
influence of heavenly good, to ſeek, or even deſire, 
much wealth; though this diſpoſition, in direct 
oppoſition to the life and doctrine of Chriſt, has 
gone far towards the deſtruction of true ſpiritual re- 
ligion, I believe, in almoſt every religious ſociety in 
the world.” | | | 

As nature became more oppreſſed with the diſ- 


eaſe, he obſerved it, and ſaid, that if ever he roſe 
above the preſent weight which he felt, and ſeemed 
ſinking under, it would be through the marvellous 
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diſplay of eternal power and influence; and he 
requeſted that if he were removed, ſome further 
particulars might be tranſmitted to his friends at 
home; adding, in ſubſtance, © The Lord's will is 
blefied, and I feel no controverſy with it. It is 
the Lord that enables me to coincide with his will; 
and to ſay Amen, to all the trials and conflicts he 
permits to attend us. I do not expect to have 
much to communicate in the courſe of this diſ- 
order, or that my {ſtrength will permit of it; but 
my mind is centred in that which brings into per- 
fect acquieſcence. There is nothing in this world, 
worth being enjoyed out of the divine will.“ Two 
days before his deceaſe, he faid, © I have no fear; 
for © perfect love cafteth out all fear; and he that 
feareth is not perfect in love.” The ſame day he 
prayed thus; O Lord, my God, thou that haſt 
been with me from my youth to this day, if a man 
who hath endured with a degree of patience, the 
various turnings of thy holy hand, may be permitted 
to ſupplicate thy name, cut ſhort the work in righ- 
teouſneſs, if conſiſtent with thy holy will, Thou 
who haſt wrought deliverance for Jacob, evince 
that thou art able to break my bonds aſunder, and 
ſhew forth thy falvation; that ſo my ſoul may 
magnify thy name for ever and ever.“ And after 
a ſhort pauſe, wherein he ſeemed to feel the earneſt 
of his petition, he added, So be it, faith my ſoul.” 
He frequently gave a word of caution to ſuch as 
viſited him; and after affectionately addrefling one 


frſend, 
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friend, he ſaid, I am waiting patiently for the 
ſalvation of God; do you wait with me: I have 
no defire, nor the ſhadow of a deſire, to be reſtored. 
I hope the doctors will ſoon find they have done 
their part.“ 

The evening before his deceaſe, he ſaid, You 
may teil my friends in New England, and every 
part of the world, that never did my ſoul bleſs the 
Lord on account of any worldly enjoyments, as 1 
do now, in the bleſſings felt by me to be contained 
in the proſpect of a very ſpeedy releaſe,* At an- 
other time he ſaid, © Some of my wiſhes are centred 
in as ſpeedy releaſe as may be conſiſtent with the 
will of our heavenly Father; and an admiſſion, 
which I have no doubt at all, not in the leaſt de- 
gree, of obtaining, into that glorious kingdom, 
where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the 
weary ſoul is eternally at reſt.* After another lively 
declaration, he added, I feel, and I wiſh you to 
feel, for and with me, after the eternal rock of life 
and ſalvation; for as we are eſtabliſhed thereon, 
we ſhall be in the everlaſting unity, which cannot 
be ſhaken by all the changes of time, nor inter- 
rupted in a never-ending eternity. I do expect 
conſiderable derangement will now take place. It 
is no diſcouragement to me, and ought to be none 
to thoſe who truſt in the Lord, and put no confi- 
dence in the fleſh.” : 

Early in the day in which he was removed, under 
much ſuffering, he petitioned, O, Lord, if it be 
82 conſiſtent 
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eonſiftent with thy holy will, let looſe my bonds, 
and fend the moment of relief to my poor body and 
fou].* Afterwards he faid, We cannot approve 
or diſapprove by parts the works of Omnipotence 
rightly; we mult approve the Whole, and ſay, 
„Thy will be done” in all things.“ And a ſhort 
time after, his bodily afflictions being great, he 
ſaid, © I find all things muſt be endured.* The 
extremity of his pain ſometimes occaſioned him to 
{ear left he ſhould be impatient, and he ſaid to the 
phyſician, * Make great allowance for me, my 
diſtreſs is nearly as much as is ſupportable by 
human nature.“ The phyſician faying there was 
a probability of his being very ſoon releaſed, per- 
haps in an hour or two, he replied, © If ſo, the 
Lord's name be bleſſed and praiſed for ever; I had 
much rather it were ſo than otherwiſe ; for ſome 
time I perceived it haſtening faſt ;* adding, The 
deſire of my heart is the great bleſſing of time, and 
the conſolation of eternity.“ After a while he ſaid 
to a friend, Guard againſt right hand errors, and 
left hand errors ; let ſelf be of no reputation ; truſt 
in the Lord; and he will carry thee through all. 


He died the 22d of the Eleventh month, 17923, 


at the houſe of Elizabeth Shackleton, at Ballitore ; 
and was buried the 24th, in Friends* burial ground 
there, He was about forty-three years of age. 


ABIGAIL 
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BIGAIL KNIGHT), daughter of Joſeph 
Knight, of Meſſing in Eſſex, being taken 
ill, it was ſoon perceived that her diſorder tended - 
to her diſſolution. Her father tenderly acquainted 
her with the proſpe&t ; ſhe exprefled that ſhe had 
riot much defire to live; that ſhe did not ſee 
any thing here to ftay for; and, if ſhe might go 
well, that ſhe was willing to die; but was under 
great exerciſe of mind for ſome days, doubting her 
future happineſs ; ſaying to her father, ſhe had 
done ſo many things ſhe ought not to have done, 
and wiſhing ſhe had minded more the hints he had 
frequently given her. On his telling her he had 
no doubt from the feeling of his mind, that if ſhe 
was removed by the prefent illneſs, it would be 
well with her, ſhe expreſſed her doubts and fears, 
continuing under great exerciſe for ſome time, 
ſaying, 1 feel fo much pain, that I cannot con- 
tinue long, and I do not feel eaſy; but after ſome 
days ſhe ſignified ſhe felt ſome eaſe, and hoped 
her ſins would be forgiven her; and that ſhe 
did not fear death, but hoped to be favoured with 
a more clear evidence before ſhe departed. 
Defiring to be with her father alone, ſhe told 
him of the exerciſe of her mind, which ſhe had felt 
for attending religious meetings fo careleſsly; that 
ſhe thought it was mockery to fit in ſuch an indif- 
ferent manner, and Jet the things of the world take 
up the attention of the mind; for which ſhe had 
83 felt 
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felt uneaſineſs, as much, ſhe thought, as for any 
thing ſhe had done amiſs; and ſhe ſignified that 
when at times ſhe endeavoured to be more gathered 
in her mind, the enemy got in and obſtructed it; 
and that ſhe found herſelf ſo weak through un- 
watchfulneſs at other times, as not to be able to 
withſtand his ſuggeſtions. After this converſation 
ſhe ſaid ſhe felt herſelf more eaſy. 

Obſerving what a fine day it was, ſhe ſaid ſhe 
had thought of one who ſaid, © How gloriouſly the 
outward ſun doth ſhine ! So doth the Son of righ- 
teouſneſs ſhine this day on my ſoul ;* and hoped 
ſhe could in meaſure adopt the language as her 
own; that the things which ſtood in her way 
ſeemed gradually removed ; and that ſhe hoped 
to be favoured with a more clear eyidence before 
ſhe departed. To her ſiſter ſhe ſaid, I have but 
little time, but if I had my time to ſpend over 
again, I ſhould ſpend it very difterently ;* and that 
if ſhe might have the leaſt place in the kingdom 
of heaven, it was all ſhe deſired; which ſhe thought 
would be granted. 

In the evening, a lad, a member of our ſociety, 
coming into the room, ſhe deſired he would take 
warning by her, ſaying, Ib little thought, three 
weeks ago, I ſhould be ſo near death as I am; and 
thou don't know how ſoon thou mayeſt be fo near; 
aſking him if he did not think he ſhould be in great 
trouble if he was brought unto ſuch a ſituation ; 
and adviſed him to uſe the plain language, and 


plainneſs 
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plainneſs of dreſs; that ſhe had been too much in- 
clined to dreſs, but felt great uneaſineſs, and hoped 
forgiveneſs; but ſhe added, © I believe I ſhall be 
happy, I feel fo eaſy in my mind;* and added, 
© What a fine thing it is to have peace of mind 
upon a dying bed; the nearer I am to the cloſe, 


; the more eaſy and clear my way ſeems; I do not 


dread death, but ſeem as if I could meet it with a 
ſmile ;* that it was a great favour, for which ſhe 
could not be thankful enough ; and that ſhe could 
not have thought it poſlible for her to find forgive- 
neſs in ſo ſhort a time, 

Towards the concluſion ſhe ſignified the ſting 
of death was taken away, and added pleaſantly, 
© I think to-morrow, or next day, will finiſh here.” 
The next morning her father going to ſpeak to 
her, ſhe ſeemed quite calm, and in a ſweet frame 
of mind; and faid, ſhe loved to be ſtill ; ſhe felt 
her heavenly Father near, as an arm underneath, 
and often admired the goodneſs and mercy of the 
Almighty to her, in ſo ſoon removing things which 
ſtood in her way. About ten o' clock the ſame day 


ſhe was taken with the pains of death, which being 


hard to bear, ſhe beſought the Lord to give her 
patience to bear them. About fifteen minutes 
before ſhe departed, when it was expected ſhe 
would have ſpoken no more, ſhe ſaid, Lord Jeſus, 


receive my ſpirit; Lord, take me to thyſelf.” 


Soon after ſhe ſa'd, © Farewel all in the Lord, 


my pain will ſoon be over, the gates of heaven are 


open 
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open to receive me; the time is almoſt come.” 


Soon after ſhe departed, on the 24th of the Second 


month, 1794, in the nineteenth year ef her age. 


LIZABETH DRINKER, wife of Daniel 

Drinker, of the city of Philadelphia, being 
drawn in goſpel love to viſit the meetings in this 
nation, arrived here about the Seventh month, 
1793, and after viſiting the meetings of Friends in 
the city of London, proceeded into Kent, Suſſex, 
and the weſtern counties, as far as Falmouth, re- 
turning through Briſtol to London; and though 


frequently tried with indiſpoſition of body, ſhe was 


ſtrengthened in her goſpel labours to the comfort 
and edification of many, being concerned to .wait 
for, and move under, the treſh atiſings of divine 


life. 
In the Fourth month following, though in a 


declining ſtate of health, ſhe viſited the meetings 


of Friends in Hertſordſhire, &c. but her complaints 


increaſing, ſhe ſtopt at Staines in Middlefex, near 


ſix weeks; at which place ſhe expreſſed to a friend 
an apprehenſion that her time would not be long 
in mutability, and at the ſame time mentioned, that 
as ſhe fat in the meeting on Firſt-day morning, 
though ſhe had nothing to communicate to others, 

and 
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and part of the time felt low and diſcouraged, yet, 
towards the cloſe, her mind was comforted in the 
freſh revival of thoſe expreſſions of the prophet 
Habakkuk : © Although the fig-tree ſhall not 
bloflom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vine: the 
labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the field ſhall yield 
no meat; the flocks ſhall be cut off from the told, 
and there ſhall be no herd in. the ſtall, yet will I 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
ſalvation,” 

She reached London the 18th of the Sixth 
month, where for ſome time ſhe appeared under 
great conflict of ſpirit ; being very deſirous if con- 
ſtent with her Maſter's will, to return to her be- 
loved connections and native land; but this trying 
diſpenſation was permitted to paſs over; and, ſome 


time before her diſſolution, ſhe ſeemed relieved from 


much anxiety reſpecting them; and was favoured 
to bear her ſuffering with great patience, evincing 
true Chriſtian reſignation and acquieſcence in di- 
vine appointment. oo 

She attended ſeveral meetings under great bodily 


weakneſs; and her laſt publick teſtimony was at 


Weſtminſter meeting, where ſhe ſtood up with 
theſe words, © Precious, very precious, in the fight 


of the Lord is the death of his faints;* on which 


ſhe enlarged inſtructively and encouragingly, 
During her confinement ſhe was led to ſpeak 
inſtructively to thoſe about her; at one time nearly 


in theſe words: To look back, the world appears 
trifling ad 
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trifling and vanity ; and if freſh trials come, and 
the ſtorm be permitted to beat as againſt the wal), 
it is good to truſt in the Lord, who, in gloomy 
ſeaſons, is the protector of thoſe that fear him: and 
after encouraging thoſe prefent to greater dedica- 
tion, ſhe ſaid that the higheſt anthem that could be 
ſung was, „ Thy will be done.“ At another time 
{he ſaid, ſhe believed it was right that ſhe had given 
up all, and left home; whether for life or death, ſhe 
muſt leave. 

The few laſt days of her life, ſhe was much en- 
gaged in ſupplication, uttering many broken ſen- 
tences, which though not fully gathered, were 
expreſſive of the ſtate of her mind, and breathed the 
language of conſolation and praiſe. 

When near the cloſe, her ſpirit ſeemed ſupported 
above the laſt conflict; and, with an animated 
countenance, ſhe ſaid, © O, the beauty ! the excel- 
lent beauty! the beautiful proſpect in view! Then 
lifting up her hands, ſhe appeared for ſome time in 
ſweet ſilent adoration ; after which ſhe ſpoke but 
little, and with difficulty ; yet ſhe appeared ſenſible. 


She expired in the evening of the Toth of the 


Eighth month, 1794, ſo quietly, that it was ſcarcely 


known when ſhe breathed her laſt ; and her remains 


were interred at Bunhill Fields, the 1 5th, 


SAMUEL 
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AMUEL SPAVOLD, of Hitchin, in Hert- 
fordſhire, was born at Bawtry, in Yorkſhire, 
and had his education among Friends; and at a 
ſuitable age was bound apprentice to a carpenter 
and joiner in that county. In the forepart of his 


time, he was much addicted to the follies of youth; 


but through the merciful viſitation of divine grace, 
he became ſo effectually reached as to be ſtopped 
in his career of vanity about the nineteenth year of 
his age, and a ſhort time afterwards received a gift 
in the miniſtry. 


When out of his time he came to London, and 


worked as a ſhip-joiner at Deptford, and continued 
in that employment, there and at Chatham, for ſe- 
veral years; during which time he was frequently 
exerciſed in his gift, and grew therein. Afterwards 
he removed to Folkſtone, where way was opened 
for his further ſervice in the church. In 1750 he 
ſettled at Hitchin, and during a long ſeries of years 
Jaboured much in the work of the goſpel, in this 
and other nations; and was at times baptized into 


deep excrciſes, which much excited the ſympathy 

of his Friends; to whom he approved himſelf an 
exemplary pattern of condefcenſion. 

He travelled four times through Wales, and as 
many through Ireland. He was once in America, 


and once in Scotland; and was often engaged in 
family viſits as he paſſed along, and an univerſal 
love and charity accompanied his goſpel labours. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding he was at times large in teſtimony, 
he was a lover of filence; and had often to recom- 
mend a reverend humble waiting on God, add- 
ing, O, how I love this ſilent waiting, to feel my 
mind humbled before that great Power. We 
want to be more inward; the Lord's people are an 
inward people.“ His life and converſation ſpoke 
the ſame language. He was remarkably diligent 
in the attendance of his own meeting, even in old 
age, and when bodily infirmity rendered it difficult. 
The latter part of his time he was afflicted with 
divers complaints, which brought on great weak- 
neſs, and for many months confined him wholly at 
home; and at times in much pain, which he bore 
with fortitude and Chriſtian reſignation, often ſay- 
ing, © It is all well, I am content:“ he was allo at 
times weightily led in teſtimony to divers who 
viſited him. He would ſometimes make mention 
of the love he felt towards his fellow creatures; and 
once in particular ſignified it being ſo great, that if 
he had ſtrength, he could go and preach to them on 
his crutches; and he often declared that the Lord 
had been wonderfully good to him. 
Under great bodily affliction, two days before his 

death, he ſaid to his wife, My dear, I cannot ex- 
preſs the joy I feel; the Lord is very good.“ And 
a little after, Eternity is exceedingly ſolemn and 
awful to my mind; a ſtate of eternal duration ;* 
adding, © It rejoices my heart, that there are many 
fellow travellers going, as with their hands on their 
CT loins, 
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loins, towards the heavenly Jeruſalem and land of 
ret;* and further, Man is made to glorify G04 
whilſt here, and enjoy him for ever in a glorious 
eternity; glory and honour be to his great Name 
and Power, and that for ever.“ And afterwards to 
the following import; © I rejoice in my heart, and 
am glad, that the Lord has enabled me to follow 
him in the ſtrait and narrow way of the crofs, 
which he hath prepared for his children and people 
to walk in.“ 

On the day he departed, amongſt other things 
uttered in great weakneſs and difficulty, but evin- 
eing the ſweet and heavenly ſtate of his mind, he 


ſaid, The Truth is a precious thing; it is worth 


ſeeking for.“ He ſeemed pleaſed with the company 
of thoſe about him, affectionately ſaying to ſome, 
on taking leave, © Farewel, I love you all.” 

He quietly departed this life on the gth of the 
Firſt month, 1795, at Hitchin, in the eighty- 


ſeventh year of his age; and was interred there on 


the 15th ; and a miniſter about ſixty- five years. 


THE END, 
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